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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

Last Christmas your gifts to Starfish Asia through the BIG GIVE 
were doubled to support college, university, and vocational  
training. This year we’d love to double that again! Thanks to  
generous pledgers, £6,000 is ready to double your gifts to £12,000. 
Just £200 enables a young Christian to study for a full year.  
Our Christmas goal: 60 Scholarships.
How to Give: Scan the QR Code or click the link to the Big Give 
site - and your gift will be DOUBLED. The campaign goes live 
at midday on Tuesday 2nd December and lasts for one week.  
www.starfishasia.com/the-big-give-2025

Transform a life this Christmas

2nd-9th 
December 

2025

A child from an impoverished Christian community - now a qualified  
Christian Health Visitor, working at the heart of her community. 
That’s the power of ONE scholarship to change the destiny of ONE 
person and ONE community. Thanks to your support, the children  
above can have the hope of a similar future.  That is the Starfish  
story in action. We can’t do everything - but we can do this.  
In Starfish News we look back at 2025 with gratitude and forward to 
2026 with hope and determination. Much has been done. There is 
much still to do. By God’s grace, we’re in it for the long term.

•	 First-hand stories from Starfish graduates 
•	 Why Scholarships matter more than ever 
•	 Kerstin Wakely – A founder’s legacy 
•	 Starfish Singapore – A visit of encouragement 
•	 New Waheedabad School – Official Opening 
•	 2025 in numbers & our focus for 2026

Inside you’ll find...

Thanks for a 
Brighter Future



Shaiza, a newly qualified  
doctor, is now sitting  
further exams to 
pursue her dream of 
being a cardiologist.  
Her father, in tears, 

said how proud he is.

Sunrita, a young mother  
of two, returned to 

study, qualified as a 
Health Visitor and 
opened a small clinic 

in her home to serve 
her local community. 

Maryam, with a degree 
in Physiotherapy, is 

working as an Intern 
 to gain experience. 
She plans to serve 
brick kiln workers 

whose harsh labour 
causes chronic joint pain. 

“Our students are joyfully playing 
and celebrating sports day with great 
excitement and team spirit” - Adam’s  

Educational Trust, Narang Mandi.

Thanks to funds from BKF, a new Water 
Purification unit was installed at the FGA 
School which is now blessing both the 

children and the wider community. 

New Levels of Confidence: I could see, hear and feel that higher education builds 
confidence, energy and ambition - the opposite of an oppressed mindset. Many come 
from families where parents never finished school, some parents are illiterate, some 
have no parents at all. This is what breaking generational poverty looks like.

Rob Bavington, CEO

Degrees That Change Lives: Each story is amazing but I wanted to give you just a 
brief glimpse of four of them so you can feel with me why every scholarship counts:

What Is the Starfish  
Scholarship Programme? 

Starfish Pakistan supports students 
from poor Christian families to pursue 

vocational, further, and higher  
education - breaking cycles of poverty, 
building confidence and overcoming 

discrimination. We long to see the next 
generation rise as salt and light across 

Pakistan: out of Brick Kilns and into 
banking, engineering, medicine,  

teaching, and more. 

100% Inflation - Is £200 Enough? 
With 100% inflation in five years, living 

costs and fees have risen sharply in 
Pakistan. Some students now require 
more than a £200 annual “bridge” to 
complete their studies. We want to  
ensure financial hardship does not 

force capable young people to  
abandon their education. 

Are Students Entirely Reliant  
on Starfish? 

Students often combine family  
support, small government grants for 
needy minorities, and part-time work. 

Starfish funding bridges the remaining 
gap - giving a hand-up, not a hand-out 

- enabling determined students  
to progress.

Rimsha, a graduate in 
Chemical Engineering,  

is seeking work in  
her  field of study 
but launched her 
own digital design 

business, earning her 
first $50 from the USA. 

Inspired by the Next Generation: Seeing 12 graduates - almost all now working 
or in internships - filled me with joy. Praying and worshipping with them reminded me 
that education can change individuals, communities, and even national destinies.

Double Your Christmas Scholarship Gift! 
A gift of around £200 can still be the difference between attending university or  

dropping out; between ongoing poverty or a new trajectory. That’s why this year’s  
BIG GIVE APPEAL is so vital. www.starfishasia.com/the-big-give-2025 

The Basics...

It is with great sadness we share the news that Kerstin Wakely passed away on 7th October 2025. 
She served faithfully alongside Mike Wakely through their years with OM in Pakistan and later as 
co-founders of Starfish Asia. Her life was marked by quiet dedication and love. At her thanksgiving  
service at Christ Church Beckenham, it was clear how many lives she touched, and the compassion  
she showed to individuals and families. We are committed to carrying her legacy forward by  
championing education for Christian children in Pakistan. Thank you to those who have made 
 donations in her memory. Funds will be use to provide Christmas gifts for the poorest of students.

Honouring a Life of Service

Much Achieved: Scholarship Stories

Innovation in Education: Healthy Competition:
Students from The Progress of Life School 

attended a science fair at the Foreman 
Christian College, Faisalabad, expanding 
knowledge and encouraging creativity.

During my recent visit to Pakistan, I was delighted to meet with 12 recipients of Star-
fish Scholarships, along with their parents, in Lahore. I wanted to see first-hand what  
difference these scholarships make to young Christians from poor families.

The Gift of Clean Water:

We give thanks for the many extra ’blessings’ that have enriched the lives of students.



Refreshment, Joy and Encouragement 
2025

The Year in Numbers
We’re thankful for the partership 
with Starfish Asia Singapore, who 
provide ongoing support for seven 
schools. On 27th September, a team 
of seven volunteers from True Way 
Presbyterian Church visited Pakistan 
 - some for the first time. With  
Starfish Pakistan they ran a Teachers’  
Retreat and an Inter-School Games 

Day for the schools they support .

A Beacon of Hope in the Community

In March we reported on the rebuilding of the Christian Middle School in  
Waheedabad. Now complete - and opened as the village celebrates its 100th 
anniversary - the school stands as a beacon of hope.  At the Dedication on 5th 
October, students, teachers, past pupils, community leaders and 15 pastors  
gathered in gratitude and celebration.  There is now real hope that older  
students can complete their Matriculation within the village, rather than travel 
far from home. The new building is already strengthening the community and 
inspiring the next generation to believe their future can begin right where they 
are. 

Train up a child in the way he should  
go, and when he is old he will not  

depart from it - Proverbs 22 v6

“The faith of the brothers and sisters I met in Pakistan  
is remarkable and strong. I’m amazed how the gospel  

has reached remote places and endured through  
hard circumstances.” 

A beautiful reminder of God’s promise:  
“I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.” (Ezekiel 34:11)

Current students 
(left)were joined 
by past students 
(right) who now 

work in the  
Pakistani army 

and police force.

11,834 Sets of school textbooks were 
provided to 43 Starfish schools and 29 
other Christian schools.

8,749 Bible Curriculum books were given  
to 43 Starfish schools and 47 other  
Christian schools. 

269  Teachers received subject-specific 
training in the summer.

43 Project leaders attended guidance 
meetings.

193 Students are currently enrolled 
on the Starfish Pakistan Scholarship  
programme. 32 yr1 and 8 yr2 students 
passed their Intermediate final exams.  
12 Graduated with degrees.  9 are now in 
employment.

150 teachers from 30 Starfish Schools, 
and 65 teachers from 13 other schools  
attended regular Bible Curriculum classes,  
run in partnership with the Open  
Theological Seminary (OTS).

2000 (aprox) students took part in a 
Speech and Writing competition across 
16 schools in Lahore.

16  schools received brand new furniture,  
equipment or solar upgrades.

6 Major school builds and upgrades have 
taken place.

Teachers in low-income Christian communities carry 
heavy burdens. The retreat offered rest, encouragement  
and spiritual renewal for teachers through the story of 

Joseph - a reminder to stay steadfast 
in their faith, and thankful to God.

The Games Day encouraged joy, 
teamwork, and laughter through 
healthy competition. Activities were  
chosen so teachers can easily replicate them in their own 

schools, and children enjoyed a break from the classroom. 

The connection and mutual encouragement were clear. One visitor, Mei Yun, said:

9,500 Children Educated
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Starfish Asia (USA)
3230 Seagraves Mill Rd, Hull, GA 30646, USA 
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       Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help.  Send me more information.
□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia.
Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address

In UK, return to:      Freepost RUGY-ERZK-UUZZ
                       Starfish Asia, c/o Field Sullivan, 9 Hare & Billet Rd, London, SE3 0RB (UK)

In USA, return to:  Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.O. Box 29, Afton, VA  22920, USA  
In Singapore, contact: Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd. 8156B Stirling Road, Singapore 148947
In Canada, contact:  Starfish Asia (Canada) info@starfishasia.ca

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations 
(2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website:   https://starfishasia.com/privacy-and-cookies/

 www.facebook.com/starfishasia                            

UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

  www.starfishasia.com  

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
8156B Stirling Road, Singapore 148947 
Email: info_singapore@starfishasia.com

Starfish Asia (Canada)
Info@starfishasia.ca

Much Yet to Do: Our Vision2026

It is with thankful hearts that we will start 2026 in a much more secure position 
than last year, and we are committed to the vision that began 24 years ago. While 
scholarships are highlighted in this edition of Starfish Asia News, we believe three 
additional priorities are crucial to our mission in 2026: 

     Developing People to Bring Change 
   Transformation begins with people. In 2026 we will continue strengthening  
Starfish Pakistan staff and leaders and linking with experienced trainers within  
Pakistan. The shift to regional, termly training has already reshaped school practice 
- and we aim to accelerate progress, so more children complete their education. 

     Training must Translate into Everyday Teaching. 
  This year will see expanded school visits to evaluate, provide 
hands-on support, and practical guidance for teachers to help them  
implement what they learn. We are looking to pilot accredited  
teacher training for existing teachers so that they can develop  
further professional skills and qualifications – while still teaching. 

     Power for Every School. A Seat for Every Child. 
The basics include reliable electricity for every school and a seat for every child. We 
also want each school to have clean, cool drinking water, safe toilets, ceiling fans,
fresh paint and proper furniture - items still missing in some schools.
In 2026 we hope every school will have: 
- Solar Power: Lowers running costs & mitigates power cuts (Solar System £2000) 
- Cooling fans & clean drinking water: Makes learning easier (Water Cooler £150)
- Working toilets for boys & girls: Provides dignity (Two Toilet Blocks £300)
- A seat & desk for each child and freshly painted classrooms (Set of 10 Desks £60) 
Simple improvements that tell every child: your future matters. 

• Share the story. 
If you’re excited about what Starfish Asia 
is doing, let your church or mission team 
know. Rob would be delighted to visit, 
speak, and share first-hand stories with 
groups of any size. A single conversation 
can spark new partnerships, and new hope.  

• Introduce us to those who can help. 
If you know of trusts, foundations, or  
organisations that support education,  
poverty alleviation, or Christian mission,  
we would be grateful to hear from you. 
Even a simple introduction can open a door  
- for us, and for the communities we serve. 

• Bring others into the journey. 
Could you or your friends organise a small 
fundraising event - a sponsored walk, a  
read-athon, or a  bake sale? Every effort, 
large or small, helps create life-changing 
opportunities for students 
in Pakistan. Or why not 
take part in the 2026 
Great Starfish Trail? 
It’s a great way to 
enjoy time together, 
raise support, and 
make a real difference.

YOU can make the  
Impossible, Possible
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Help Us Grow the Starfish Asia Family 
One of the most powerful ways you can 
support Starfish Asia is simply by helping 
others discover the impact of this work. 
Every new connection opens the door 
for more children and young people in  
Pakistan to step into a brighter future. 
Here are a few ways you can help: 


