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God’s Presence:

'Tr[h]@ GreatestiGifit

¥ f' 5 . } If there is one thing Covid has taught us,

' \ it's the value of BEING TOGETHER. Zoom
and Teams are great technologies but
they don't match the benefits of actually
meeting up. God knew this from the start,
designing us as social beings and then
being born into our experience. “Oh what
a gift, what a wonderful gift, who can tell all
the wonders of the Lord?.” (o Pat Uhl)

| felt that wonder as | spent most of
October in Pakistan, spending time with
Danishmand, Jasmine and the team
as well as visiting 25 of our supported
projects. Despite weekly contact with
Danishmand and being sent photos of
various activities taking place, it doesn’t
compare to being there, hearing the
bustle and joy of the children, feeling
the dust sting one’s eyes and seeing the
genuine joy of teachers and principals
as they proudly show you around the
schools they have made sacrifices for.

As one shares with them about God,
praying with them for their situations,
God'’s presence can be tangible. | wish
each and every one of you could have
that experience, and (in the meantime)
we do our best to give you a flavour of it

_t ' through these pages.

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas
and New Year! - Rob Bavington, CEO

4 erything | have shown you that, by working hard, we
help the weak. In this way we remember the Lord Jesus’ wo
“It is more blessed to"gi,\(e than to receive.”” - Acts 20:3

&

3rd-10th

sy Change a life this Christmas

Starfish Asia has been selected to take part in this years’ Big Give Chrlstmas campalgn
For one week only, we have the opportunity to DOUBLE
any donations towards the Scholarship Programme thanks to
generous pledge funders and Big Give Champion ‘The Together

Fund’ This means your gifts will have DOUBLE the impact. Just
£200 can support a student for one year. With the Big Give, we
can make that TWO students! Follow the link or scan the QR
Code to donate. The campaign will go live at midday on 3rd Dec.
For more info: www.starfishasia.com/the-big-give-2024 ‘

BigGive




The Year in Numbers

EPXET]Sets of school textbooks were provided to
47 Starfish schools and 26 other Christian schools.

ERIIY Bible Curriculum books were given to 47
starfish schools and 53 other Christian schools.

1] Teachers received training in the summer.
Project leaders attended guidance meetings.
EI3 Teachers of yr 9-10 received subject training.
EX Teachers from 11 different schools attended
classes in English Conversation.

EFIstudents are currently enrolled on the Starfish
Pakistan Scholarship programme.

m Scholarship students (intermediate y2) passed
their final exams. EP]Graduated with degrees (72
still awaiting results).Flare now in employment.

EXEteachers from 30 Starfish Schools, and (EE]
teachers from 13 other schools attended regular
Bible Curriculum classes, run in partnership with
the Open Thelogical Seminary (OTS).

PXT)students from grades 7-10 received free
health screenings and educational workshops in
wellbeing.

E¥[]students took part in a Speech and Writing
competition across 37 schools.

Y Major builds and upgrades have taken place.

“You crown the year with your goodness;

your paths overflow with rich food.”
Psalm 65:11

Triumphs and Trials

Reflections from Pakistan

Danishmand: We thank God for good health,
and that there has been no hindrance to cov-
ering our costs. We know we can't be perfect,
but we have improved in many areas and the
§ teacher training was a highlight. This year we
felt the Lord guiding us to focus on teachers
of the Matric classes. We are taking positive
steps to provide better quality education.

Jasmine: It feels like we are moving on the right track. One particular
highlight for me is seeing the teachers at The Kingdom of Heaven School
working according to the recent training. They are decorating class-
rooms, maintaining lesson plans and implementing many other skills
across the junior, middle and higher classes. This is great achievement.
We recognise that not all schools are at this level, but with patience and
determination our vision is that Starfish schools will one day compete
with the big and popular schools in the area.

“It’s easy to be thankful at Christmas, but it’s the
‘daily bread’ that is the greatest gift. The Lord has
been faithful in providing our every need.”

* What are your aims for 2025?

Jasmine: The target for 2025 is some subject-wide training, to help
teachers improve their spelling and pronunciation. We'd also like to
provide career guidance to matric students, by offering a test that will
show what field they might be suited to. Often students only consider
‘popular’ career paths, such as nursing, without knowing what else is
available. We would also like to target the community and help motivate
parents. Many still don’t recognise the value of staying in education until
matric, or understand that it could help raise families out of poverty.

Danishmand: There is a lot of pressure
on us to provide help to everyone who
asks! Due to economic hardship, many
are in a worse financial situation than
before, and are making requests for |
personal needs. People sometimes
don’t understand how charity funding
works, or where it comes from. It is hard
to carry that guilt and not always be %

able to say‘yes’ . 3
o
v

This season, we are reminded of the countless "
lives you have touched. Your support has sown ||
seeds of hope that will flourish for generations ||
to come. Thank you for being a beacon of hope 5}
and a source of endless blessings. It is indeed
a true reflection of Christ’s love!

1o our friends, supporters, and co-workers,

Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.



God’s Provision

- Ananias Home
A team from Starfish Singapore led two Shiesy N Rob attended the official
days of competition and fun in Gujranwala | A &Y 4 . ' opening of the new
and then again in Lahore, on the theme of ‘The extension. Khalida Nelson
Fruits of the Spirit! In total over 350 children 4, (right), who runs the home,
from 23 different schools took part in a sporting challenge, #| seemed rejuvenated and excited
: m@ performed drama, created art about the new opportunities for the
_ girls, including the chance to develop
their IT skills! The better facilities now
way God provided for this fun | g enable them to provide a safe and loving
' and spirit-filled day, through * _ environment for 8 more girls.

Starish Singapore. A truly
| meaningful time spentin the After a couple of years struggling to find a suitable building,
presence of God and each and having to make do with a split-site, they are now in great
other, was had by all. rented accommodation which has also passed Government

registration. The number of 3

Scholarships Changing Lives students has tripled over the |

At the end of October, Zimran, together with supporters from five years that we have been &
Singapore, met with five people who had previously received supporting. It's a wonderful |
scholarships. This was a time of fellowship and hearing how testimony to the difference
the support they received had impacted their lives. Of the 5, good leadership can make,
two were continuing in further education, with one doing a €ven with little resources.
Masters in Philosophy! The other 3 were in employment - With the help of our donors,
one as a personal trainer, one was teaching and the 3rd was they have transformed and

working for MD Technology as a Medical Assistant Executive. improved, with a real sense of
In Pakistan this continuing to strive for even better results.

doesn't just help The Great Starfish Trail
improve the

English! We're thankful for the

Following a fortnight of group

lsr;::g:fdalosf livin and individual challenges
) 9 we raised almost £13,000!
but will also

Funds will go towards a much-needed
J increase in teachers’ salaries and for
providing other essential equipment as
and when needed. Thank you to all our
participants and donors for your support.

help their entire
family and local
community to
be lifted out of
poverty.

Y

God'’s Work on the ground

Rob enjoyed a full and varied itinerary on his recent trip to Pakistan. This included visits to 25 schools / projects,
vision sharing for the Pakistan Board and staff, a day of teacher training with Chopan Trust, the official opening
of the renovated Ananias Rehabilitation centre, two days of inter-school activities, and meeting like-minded
organisations to discuss possible partnerships. “Although quality of education is the foundation, the physical
learning environment and standard of buildings makes a huge difference to the children, the leaders and the
parents. So much more can be accomplished with good facilities!”

God’s Protection

Love in Action Faith under pressure
Farzana and Imran continue to demonstrate God’s love and As a minority in Pakistan, Christians are often considered as
protection at the Agape Home, by providing a safe space for 25 ‘second-class’ citizens. Rob had the chance to share Mike’s
children and young people with a variety of physical and mental history book with the office staff during a morning devotion.
challenges. In a country where They were encouraged  “J had never read about the work
children with special needs é 4 X ' to see their part in a God has done in my land, among my
are largely disregarded or & B9 @ 2 4 BN continuing story and  people. I was amazed how God
exploited, it's deeply moving " ® now spend the first  gansformed and used ordinary
to meet people who genuinely Wednesday of every  people when they simply obeyed.
invest in lives through educa- month  praying and  The session was full of encourage-
tion and training, to help them fasting, for the work  ment and it rekindled a passion to
reach their full potential. of Starfish and for all 4o our duties with more commitment
Pakistani Christians. and responsibility.” (Rafagat)




“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Matriculation Results: 2024 saw the first set of “mock
= exams” for students in year 9 and 10. We continue
e with this, knowing that students gain increased
confidence when they sit the “real things”as well as
giving teachers insight into areas that still need work.

As we look forward to 2025, we are secure in the knowledge
of God's promise to“never leave us or forsake us”and the truth
that He “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us...”
In this hope we push forward in the following areas:

Teacher and Leader development: This is a huge  Good quality teaching materials: Every year we commit to
Y8 need and next year we'll be developing smaller,  providing at least 10,000 sets of school books and last
regional sessions, targeting certain subjects. year, with your support, we provided over 12,500! 4a
¥ We also hope that a partnership will provide a basic  We're working to develop a partnership which could & .
teacher training course, accessible online. significantly reduce the cost. However if this door \y'<#
doesn’'t open, we trust God will provide for His children.

Initiative to reduce drop-out: Together with our partners in :
Singapore and The Netherlands we hope to address the large N\
dropinstudentsfromyear 5 onward.We planto engage parents The Enormous Cha"enge:
with the importance of education, involving past scholarship Uy’ 4 =mmm The more we strive to transform
students in creating some inspirational films. | lives through Education, the more
we realise we're just scratching
the surface. In 2025 we aim to
significantly increase the level of
support we can give to schools in
Pakistan, not simply to improve
the quality of current schools but
also to be able to start supporting
other schools. To do this we're
2 looking to recruit a fundraiser with
the specific God-given skills that
= will bless even more young lives,
families and communities. )

Physical conditions: School buildings have an impact on

learning. We rejoice that God has provided most of the funds
@™ . required to build a new school in Waheedabad,
to replace the crumbling buildings which inspectors
have long said were not adequate. Just £15,000
remains to be found. This will be a huge lift, not just
to the school but for the whole village.

cmm—

Tackling the Energy Crisis: Electricity is costly and unreliable.
Clasrooms with no natural light can leave children literally in
the dark! Supplying solar panels to schools would bring great
benefit. This would cost around £3000 per school.

Important Notice - Change of Address

As mentioned in our previous newsletter, Starfish Asia has o Correspondence 9 Head Office
now registered anewaddress with the Charity Commission, (for donations) Rob Bavington
and operations will no longer be running from 32 Beck Starfish Asia Starfish Asia

Lane. Due to staff working remotely, and from different c/o Field Sullivan St.Columba’s Church
locations, there are now two contact addresses. Our [IRARCUSEUEIISEeET St.Margaret’s Place
external accountancy firm, Field Sullivan, will be ensuring London Bradford
all donations reach our Administrator as usual. SE3 ORB BD7 3AW

www.facebook.com/starfishasia www.starfishasia.com

Tell us you care! ,_g?gﬁgﬂsra

] Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that
need my help. Send me more information.

UK donors only, Please Note:

L1 lencloseagiftof £/ for Starfish Asia. |REcuLATOR While we guarantee that donations to specific
projects will go in full to the nominated project,

Name: any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme

Address: will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.
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Email address c/o Field Sullivan, 9 Hare & Billet Rd, London SE3 ORB
Email: info@starfishasia.com

In UK, return to:  Freepost RUGY-ERZK-UUZZ

Starfish Asia, c/o Field Sullivan, 9 Hare & Billet Rd, London, SE3 ORB (UK)
In USA, return to: Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.0. Box 29, Afton, VA 22920, USA
In Singapore, contact: Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd. 81568 Stirling Road, Singapore 148947
In Canada, contact: Starfish Asia (Canada) info@starfishasia.ca

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations
(2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website: https://starfishasia.com/privacy-and-cookies/

Starfish Asia (USA)

Advancing Native Missions (code: 470SFA)
P.O. Box 29, Afton, VA 22920

tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
8156B Stirling Road, Singapore 148947
Email: info_singapore@starfishasia.com



