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It began in the home of Pastor Iqbal and his family — a few children with 
special needs. Iqbal took them in to give them the security of a Christian 
community and protection from the dangers of the streets.  We began 
to support the Home in 2004 when we saw how much Iqbal loved them.  
Twelve young people (5 girls and 7 boys), aged from 16 to 34, now live in 
the Home and five more come daily for classes, food and medical care. 

We met Adnan in 2004. He was from a poor family and could not walk without 
a crutch due to childhood polio. But he was bright, happy, able to play football 
with the other children. We met him in the CGA 
Home for Special Children. There he was secure, 
loved and cared for by Pastor and Mrs Iqbal and 
their family. He received treatment here, as well 
as going on outings to the swimming pool or a 
local cricket match.
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Dignity for the forgotten 
The CGA Home for Special Young People

Giving hope to one very special young man...

Today, Adnan is an independent and confident young man. After leaving the CGA 
home, he stayed with his parents, got a job cutting hair for some time and is now 
working in a factory, supporting his family and hoping to get married. 



CGA Home

The homes helping children 
to reach their full potential

            The Ananias Home for Blind Girls

Abba Home

The Talents Home

Agape Home

Look first at my strengths and 
not at my weaknesses

Agape Home developed out of another 
Home, the Mercy Mission. It was a day-
care centre for children with special 
needs which we supported until it closed 
in 2011.  Farzana Imran worked there 
and, when it closed, she approached 
us to open a new centre, especially for 
young people with special emotional or 
physical needs. After a year of supported 
training at another such home, Farzana 
opened the Agape Home in April 2014.

Agape Home moved to larger premises in 
2018. Farzana and her staff have opened 
their hearts to care for local boys and 
girls with special needs. With amazing 
initiative and creativity they are a model 
of compassion and extra-mile love for 
some wonderful young people.

The Ananias Home for Blind Girls was the first project  
supported by Starfish Asia in 2000. The Home was about 
to close due to lack of funding, when Mrs Khalida Nelson 
told us it could stay open with just £200 a month. This  
photo was taken in 2004.  The Home is run under the  
direction of Caritas Lahore, but fully supported by  
Starfish Asia. Khalida is “mother” to about 20 Christian girls. 
Some of her ‘graduates’ have defied their disabilities to  
become teachers and even college  lecturers.  It is a house 
of privilege and joy for girls for whom the world would 
otherwise be very dark and lonely.

		           Pictured above  
		    are Zeeshan (6) and 
Adnan (4) who were brought to the Home 
by their uncle in 2018. He said that their 
father was a drug addict and their mother 
lost her mind. "Their father left the kids at 
our home," he said, "and we could not take 
care of them.  Nobody knows where their 
parents are.” The home provides solace 
for such vulnerable children.

We started to support the Talents School in 2007, but  
Sajid and Fauzia are people with a grand vision. They 
opened the Talents Boys Home (now boys and girls) in 
2018. The children attend the school and live nearby in 
the Talents Home.
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Ashraf was a school teacher when we first met 
him, and he had a passion to help Christian  
orphan children and those from poor and  
disadvantaged homes. In 2006 he took three 
girls into his home. We were moved by this and  
began to provide monthly support. Abba Home 
for Girls was born. Ashraf and his wife Wilma 
now look after 40 children in a purpose-built 
building provided by Barnabas Fund. 

They run their own school in the Home, together with all kinds of extra- 
curricular activities. They teach their children karate, road safety, health and 
hygiene and much more besides. 



Great Starfish Trail
9th-24th September 2023 

                                             Long-standing Starfish supporter  
		     Allan Grant has once again undertaken  
		  a huge feat of strenth and endurance,  
completing a 325km off-road trail from Milngavie, Glasgow 
to Aultbea, on the of the North West coast of Scotland.  
Setting off on 23rd April, his route followed the West Highland 
Way, Great Glen Way, Cape Wrath Trail as well as trackless bogs, 
moors and hillsides.  Accommodation along the way was a 
mixture of wild camping (bivouac), staying in bothies (remote 
shelter) and a Bed and Breakfast. Freezing temperatures and 
unpredictable food supplies made for difficult spells but Allan 
was joined for sections of the trail by support runners to spur 
him along.

“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens:” Ecc: 3v1

“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens:” Ecc: 3v1

The 
Highlander’s 

Return!

Join ‘Team Starfish’ and help our struggling schools!

Allan was greeted by the sound of bagpipes as he 
completed the trail at his family home in Aultbea.  
You can read more at www.allangrant.org. 

* alternatively you can collect your own offline
   sponsorship and we will add it to the total.

Why? The goal for this huge effort is to provide a year’s support for 10 of our 
struggling schools which currently have no regular donors AND to raise funds 

for much-needed school improvements. This boost will enable us to reach 
further, in faith, and extend support to a number of new schools. 

We therefore have a target of £30,000!

One challenge for us humans is to discern the time and season, so as to act in 
line with what God is wanting to accomplish. We feel, inspired by Allan Grant’s 
great achievement, that now is a good time to roll up our sleeves, put on our 
running shoes and raise funds to extend the scope of our work. Hence we’re 

launching THE GREAT STARFISH TRAIL! If you connect our southernmost 
school in the Punjab (Gordon School, Khanpur) to the Lahore Office, going 

through the major towns where we support schools, it’s a distance of around 
750 km.  

We’d like as many people as possible, from across the UK and 
beyond, to commit to a sponsored walk, run, swim or cycle ride so that 

together we can cover this distance.

For any keen runners in the Southeast, Rob and Liz will be completing 
their distances at an organised event in Richmond Park on Sunday 
17th September. You can choose 5k, 10k or half-marathon. If you’d like 
to join us please email liz@starfishasia.com OR you can search for an 
event close to you using this link:  https://www.letsdothis.com/gb

£6,480£6,480
TOTAL

RAISED

How to get involved
Decide what distance you would like to 
cover, and by what method.

Contact liz@starfishasia.com to register 
your interest.

1

2

3

4

5

We’ll help you to create and manage 
your own personalised fundraising page*

Share your page with friends and family 
and start seeing the donations come in.

Complete your distance any time 
between 9th and 24th September. This 
could be as part of an organised event, 
a local parkrun or simple walk.

The

“Another joy has been the support of donors for the Starfish Asia 
Solar Panel project. This exceeded my hope and expectations- 
thank you! “ 
For most of the Starfish schools a lack of power is an increasing 
problem, and thanks to the 87 generous donors, we can now 
supply at least 3 schools with new solar panels that will provide 
stable electricity, especially for lighting, which helps increase  
security, and fans during the heat of summer.  

It was a fantastic experience to complete this long journey 
through the Scottish countryside. A dream of several years  
come true. Throughout I was aware of the prayers of many.  
Each day had both its challenges and blessings. A mixture  
of fatigue and sometimes losing my way, as well as experiencing 
the kindness of strangers providing food and encouragement. 
Thankful to God for the beauty and remoteness of the wild places 
I passed through.

https://donorbox.org/great-starfish-trail-2023
”

“



    

Starfish Asia (UK)
Registered UK Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO No.1181649)

32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE
Email: info@starfishasia.com

Starfish Asia (USA)
Advancing Native Missions  (code: 470SFA) 

P.O. Box 29, Afton, VA  22920
tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
8156B Stirling Road, Singapore 148947 

Email: info_singapore@starfishasia.com

       Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help.  Send me more information.
□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia.
Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                             Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.O. Box 29, 	
			   Afton, VA  22920, USA  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.			 
			   8156B Stirling Road, Singapore 148947

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations 
(2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website:   https://starfishasia.com/privacy-and-cookies/

 www.facebook.com/starfishasia                            

UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

  www.starfishasia.com  

Teacher Training: 
With inspiration 
from Singapore!

It’s one thing to have a vision, quite  
another to see that developing into a  
reality. Many of our schools are  
started by men and women with vision,  
but without an educational background. 
Pastor Sam George (Zeenat School) is 
one such person. 

These were Jasmine’s final words to project leaders 
in a letter just before exams. This goes to the heart 
of what Jasmine and the team are trying enable in 
each school through teacher training. Equipping 
teachers with a wider pallet of skills and ideas to  
enable more children to grow, learn and reach higher 
achievement. Having introduced standard tests for 
the supported schools she is now in a much better 
position to compare attainment across schools. This 
year’s results have been encouraging showing more 
pupils gaining better marks.

		   This year’s Teacher 	
		  Training is going to 
focus on developing the standard of 
English amongst our teachers. Guat, 
a highly qualified teacher trainer from  
Singapore, has kindly offered her time 
to that end. She will spend a month  
delivering training and then a further 
month in Pakistan providing some  
monitoring and follow-up in the schools. 

“ If a child cannot learn in the way 
we teach, we must teach in a way the 

child can learn.” - Ignacio Estrada

“ I started my school with a 
vision to provide free education 

to 1000 Christian Children ”

His school currently educates 227. In 
March our trustee Steve Curran held a 
leadership training day (pictured below) 
which Sam says has definitely helped 
him better understand his role as project  
leader and to “…become the very  
best leader”. Steve’s session will be  
followed up with further training by 
a well-respected local management  
trainer, who regularly works with various  
Christian Institutions to encourage and 
build them up. We hope that with such 
guidance and training, more of our  
Project Leaders will start to see their  
vision become reality in the lives of the 
children they serve. 

“ My desire is to see the 
introduction of pupil-centred 

teaching and an increased use  
of English in the Starfish 

classrooms.”

Book Distribution

Exam Results Project Leaders Training

Thank you to all those who responded  
to our schoolbooks appeal back in March. 
Your support, along with generous gifts 
from funders, meant we hit the target 
and books are now being distributed. 
In total 9,640 students in 48 Starfish- 
supported schools will receive books. We 
will also be able to provide for a further 
1,577 students across 20 schools that we 
don’t support in any other way.

Update on educational progress

Students at Starshine school were 

presented with awards for passing 

their exams.


