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News

The things we take for granted

5

“

“It is not our intenti

'on that oheiéht be relieved while you are burded,

but that there might be equqlity. At the presentime, yor surplus | ﬁ

will meet their need.” - 2 Corinthians 8:13-14

About a month ago | put the kettle on for my morning
cuppa only to find that it didn't work. Investigations found
that we had no electricity at all, neither did our neighbours.
Fortunately, after a call to Northern Power and a wait of 6 hours,
the power was restored. It got me thinking about all the
things | take for granted: Running hot and cold water,
drinking water, free education for my children, the ability to
heat my house, attending church without fear of attacks, free
health care, the list could go on and on.

Many of these are now being challenged even in this country,
but imagine not having them at all, or at least sporadically.
Recently there was a power crisis in Pakistan which saw the
whole country without electricity for almost an entire day.
Danishmand in Lahore wrote:

“We had a country-wide electricity breakdown. It happened
early in the morning at 7:00am. The light restored at 10:30pm.
No water in our home. We usually use a water pump in the

morning to fill the tank. We could work for a few hours with UPS
back-up. Same with all other Pakistanis. It is still not settled.
Power is going off after every one or two hours. Our country is
in turmoil.”

This situation is likely to get worse as the temperature rises
in the summer and the demand for electricity increases. Over
the years you have provided so many of the things we take
for granted - textbooks, computers, improved buildings, fans,
water coolers, furniture. It is an amazing testimony to your
steadfast support. In 2023, we will continue to raise standards
but in the light of the energy crisis it is my hope that we can
also provide solar panels to the remainder of our schools which
currently do not have any electrical backup, so that children’s
education doesn't get disrupted due to power cuts. | hope you
will be able to continue supporting us as we try to make sure
others have what we take for granted.

Blessings, Rob Bavington (CEO)




4 new computers at th:

Responding to the challenges

Energy

Many problems affecting Pakistan in
recent weeks have hit international
headlines: the nationwide electricity
failure and a“16% increase in the price of
petrol” reported in today’s newspapers.

How have we responded? Since 2019
your generous help has provided
20 projects with solar panels or UPS
(Uninterruptible Power Supply). Recently
we provided solar panels to CGA Home
for Special Young People (above):

“Praise God! God has resolved this
major problem through Starfish Pakistan.
Now our children live in a light and
healthy environment”

We also provided panels to the Ananias
Home for Blind Girls:

“The Solar panel system is a blessing
as our electricity bills have significantly
reduced. Moreover, electricity is avail-
able during load-shedding and helps the
differently-abled females, especially at
night time. This is very much needed for
security and safety. We are thankful to you
and all benefactors.”

Technology

By supplying schools with
more reliable electricity, we
can start introducing technology to the
classrooms. We have recently provided
five schools with new computers, which
both the students and school leaders are
benefitting from. We were also able to
facilitate new science labs to enhance
their learning, and plan to do the same in
five further schools.
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Schoolbooks

To ensure quality of education, we are
committed to provide sets of essential
school textbooks each year. As Pakistan
is passing through economic turmoil,
many families cannot afford books for
their studies. We undertake to ensure that
every child receives a set of books at the
start of the new academic year in April.

We aim to provide books for 9,000
students in schools regularly supported
by Starfish Asia — and (as funds permit)
a further 3,000 sets to other schools in
special need. A set comprises five books
of the Pakistan National Curriculum:
Science, Maths, Social Studies, Urdu
and English. We also provide a Bible
Curriculum textbook to every Christian

student.

APPEAL

Can you help?
One set of 5 books costs
approximately@

Target: £42,000
Already in hand: £17,000
Still Required: £25,000

The deadline for the purchase of
books is March/April 2023
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Cost of living

What has hit everyone across the nation,
and that especially hurts the poor, is the
cost of rice, vegetables and just about
everything that makes life sustainable.
We hear that some parents are not able
to send their children to school. Unable
to pay even the smallest fee, they cannot
even provide a uniform, let alone feed
their family.

“Should we send our
children to school,
or give them food?”

How should we respond to this crisis?
This month we have provided a salary
increase to every teacher and staff
member covered by Starfish Asia grants.
Many of them expressed their thanks:
“That’s wonderful & Sweet great news
and it was really needed by everyone...we
want to express heartfelt thanks to the
management of Starfish Asia may God
bless Starfish abundantly the same!” -
(CGA Disabled Home)



Why students learn more when they have fun

Insights from some of our amazing partners

“Who wants to go to school? School is boring... Teachers are dull...”

There are lots of reasons why children drop out of school. Pakistan’s statistics tell that 50% who start in Class 1 drop
out before the end of primary school. It is a crisis — but there are many solutions. And one of them is to make school

FUN, so that children actually want to go, and enjoy learning. It is also helpful when the teachers also enjoy teaching.

Excitement & initiative

| Orange day at the Talents School

Montessori training.
Her classrooms are brightly decorated — and they have fun.

They recently celebrated Orange Day at the school. All the
children got an orange both to draw and to eat.

“You cannot make people learn. You can only provide the right
conditions for learning to happen.” (Vince Gowmon)

Creative art & writing

The Book-free Day at the

Christian Public Model School

At the Christian Model School in village Kotrey,
Sosthenes allows the students to leave their books
at home for a book-free day.
“There is only me and students. | ask them about their views
about class, and then we have fun games together.

“We have art competitions and story writing. | ask them to
write a story . We call this Creative Writing, and we ask
them to make drawings to illustate the story.

“l also ask every teacher to write one story every week.
This is to keep them thinking — | want them to be creative
teachers and to improve their Urdu.”

4 Fauzia Sajid oversees the Talents School together
with the Talents Boys’Home in Lahore. She has had

Competitions & games

Games & Competitions at
New Life School

Mehtab and Azra opened their school in
Village 65/5-L near Sahiwal. He writes:

“Yes we do many activities in our school. We have Bible activities

with memory quizzes, and quiz competitions, games, drawing
and colouring competitions, art and crafts.”

They also hold sewing and stitching competitions and a
unique cooking competition for girls and boys.

Building confidence

Anayas
4 from Grade 6

Manahil
from Grade 9

Speech Competition at the
Aims Public School (APS)

Sajad and Roopa lead the APS School in
Gujranwala. They arranged a Speech Competition
for their students to increase their self-confidence.

“We are so proud of APS School for organising this competition.”

12 students took part, each giving a speech on ‘The Role of
young people in the Church’ There were three winners.
Roopa’s dream is to educate the poor Christian community
so that no one will be deprived of education and so that the
Christian community will prosper.




Congratulations!

On 29th January, a cold, cloudy day at
Crystal Palace Park in south London, Liz
completed her half-marathon run (13.1m)
in 2 hours 5 minutes. Mike and Kerstin were
there to cheer her on and with the
camera to record her success. Thank you
for all your prayers. You can still say “Well
done” at: https://donorbox.org/scholar-
ships-make-a-dream-become-reality
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Total raised for

Scholarship
Fund:

The Widow’s Mite - a parable for today?

The parable of the Widow’s Mite is well known; Jesus praised a widow for
giving her last, modest, coins saying they demonstrated greater love and
value than the riches of a wealthy man. Updated to 2023, we were
privileged to receive a gift of £50 - equivalent to more than two weeks’
‘wages’ - from a convicted prisoner serving a lengthy sentence in a Scottish
prison. Although appeals continue, David has spent more than a decade
behind bars and has discovered a talent for painting. Two recent submissions
to a national art competition won him a cash prize which he generously chose
to donate to Starfish. David is a friend of our Chairman, Devin Scobie, who
visits him regularly and keeps him updated on our work.
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www.facebook.com/starfishasia

Tell us you care!

] Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that
need my help. Send me more information.

L] lencloseagiftof £/ for Starfish Asia.

Name:
Address:

Registered with

FUNDRAISING
REGULATOR

Postal code / Zip code
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY—KKCU—-SGZC
Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.0. Box 29,
Afton, VA 22920, USA

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
8156B Stirling Road, Singapore148947

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations
(2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website: https://starfishasia.com/privacy-and-cookies/

In USA, return to:

In Singapore, contact:

Against the odds

The Khalil family

It has been a privilege to come to know the
Khalil family over many years and watch them
grow up against many odds. The father owns a
rickshaw which is constantly breaking down,
and they live in three very simple rented rooms.

The three daughters have all received
scholarships for further study. They are
ambitious to be able to support their

family. The oldest, Kanwal, slightly disabled
(born with only one arm) has just graduated
from the prestigious Kinnaird College with a
degree in law. She writes:

“I have completed my LLB degree programme.
After completion of a Graduation Assessment
Test, the Pakistan Higher Education Commission
will grant the License to work as an Advocate.”

Many congratulations, Kanwal! The second
daugher, Arooj, will graduate with a degree in
Business this year — and number three, Shiza,
is beginning her studies to become a nurse. This
is a shining example of how higher education,
which we take for granted, can change lives.

the Khalil family (pictured here at Lahore Zoo in 2019)
starfishasia.com
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While we guarantee that donations to specific
projects will go in full to the nominated project,
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme
will be used at the Trustees' discretion.
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