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NEWS
Pushing Boundaries

There are times in the last couple of months that have felt like an uphill struggle, with unhelpful distractions and tensions.  
So these words from Jesus are a timely reminder ringing loud and clear. He’s brutally honest about the state of the world and 
what we, as disciples, can expect  - HIS foreknowledge of this can bring us peace, and confidence that he has also OVERCOME 
the world. As we face challenges head on, and look forward to the myriad of opportunities that present themselves, I know that 
Christ has overcome. I catch glimpses of it in the generosity of our donors, in the energy spent last year making the Great Starfish 
Trail a huge success and in the impact that you make on the ground in Pakistan. This lifts my spirit and encourages me to press on. 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But  
take heart! I have overcome the world.” - John 16:33

Achieving Great Things Together

So much has been done BUT there is so much more to do. I want to push the boundaries, 
not simply providing the bare minimum for children receiving an education in schools we 
support, but to give them something more. Better buildings, more qualified teachers, 
stronger biblical foundations, more reasons to stay in school, more chance at getting a 
better job... and not just for them but for all the other children not yet even getting the 
basics. Let’s pray and work together to overcome the injustices that hold our brothers 
and sisters back.

Blessings, Rob Bavington (CEO)

The Trail is back!
Will you join us?... 

 (pic) New Life 
Middle School



Back in September 2023, you helped to raise over £14,000 as a result 
of the Great Starfish Trail. The money was used to provide regular 
support for a number of our most struggling schools. This included 
ongoing costs such as teachers salaries, and more immediate needs 
like new furniture. The schools may be struggling, but their teachers 
are resilient, dedicated and passionate about making a lasting  
impact on the students’ lives. Here are just two examples:

From wheat fields to School Principal
Nazim is no stranger to hardship - as a child 
she was shouldering responsibilities far  

beyond her years, yet she dared to dream of  
becoming a Motorway police officer. Later she 

would be balancing eight-hour shifts in wheat  
and rice fields whilst pursuing an M.A. in Physical Education,  
all in pursuit of a better future for her family.

Eden School

Shine Education School

 New doors and windows 

“When the chill of winter threatened to  
disrupt our educational pursuits,  

Starfish stepped in to provide warmth that 
was much needed” - Naeem Younas

From Humble beginnings 
For Mrs. Carol Fiaz it began with a profound moment 
of empathy. She witnessed children from the Christian  
community, facing destitution and denying themselves 
the opportunity for education and work. This sobering  
reality compelled her to take action and she began offering 
religious studies at home, providing guidance and support 
to those in need.

“In the absence of adequate furniture, 
our students were sitting on the floor. Your 
kindness has made a tangible difference in 

their lives” - Zenobia Stephen

Light Education School (AOG)
“The simple act of having desks and chairs 
has made a world of difference, allowing 
our students to focus more effectively on 
their studies without the distraction of 

physical discomfort” - James Qadir

The Light School System

New desk chairs New tables and chairs

On the ground: Making an impact

“God’s plan often surpasses our own, and my journey to  
becoming the principal of Eden School System embodies this 
notion. What started as a substitute teaching interview for my 
sister led to an unexpected offer of school principal. Despite 
initial doubts, I embraced this role wholeheartedly, knowing 
the impact a teacher can have on shaping the lives of their 
students. My mission is to uplift my community - convincing 
parents to prioritize their children’s education as a means of 
securing a brighter future is no easy feat, but it’s a challenge I 
willingly undertake”

The success stories emerging from Eden School System, 
with 70 students excelling in studies and subsequently 
supporting the school, speak volumes about the positive 
ripple-effect of Nazim’s efforts.

Driven by a vision to make a lasting impact, she took a  
courageous leap and founded her own school. This was not 
just a personal aspiration but also a tribute to her father’s 
wish of seeing his daughter become an educator. Despite 
challenges along the way, including stiff competition from 
neighbouring schools, she remained resolute in her mission. 
She continuously sought ways to improve teaching methods 
and ensure the well-being of her students.

Witnessing the students achieve success 
in various fields serves as a constant  
reminder of the transformative power  
of education. But her vision extends beyond  
the walls of the classroom - her dream is to 
establish a childcare centre for those in need.

Thanks to your sponsorship, the schools below were also provided with much-needed equipment to improve their  
facilities and make a safer, more comfortable learning environment for the students.

Save  
the 

date!

The Starfish Trail is back for 2024. This year we’re looking for 
volunteers to help raise funds to enable an increase in the salaries 
of our teachers, amongst other pressing needs.  Full details will be 
released in due course so keep an eye out in your inbox!  If you’re 

interested in joining us please contact liz@starfishasia.com 

Green Field School



The people making it happen

Going the extra mile...

‘Daily Bread’
In March, Starfish supporter and English teacher Dr Nigel  
Paterson delivered three 2-day seminars for Starfish teachers of 
English from around Lahore. These were planned with Zimran 
Wasti to promote the use of spoken English in Starfish class-
rooms. One day was spent enhancing the conversational English 
of the teachers themselves, and the other promoting their teaching 
of English to others. 

The seminars ran at almost total capacity, with 35 teachers from 11 different schools. 
A key factor was the number of Principals present.  The sessions were warmly  
received and teachers especially enjoyed the elevator speech exercise. Jasmine’s 

contributions were also well-appreciated. 
Two big challenges encountered were 
that some teachers didn’t speak much  
English already and they were  
correspondingly unfamiliar with hearing 
a British accent. Nigel hopes to return in 
November, to understand what lasting 
benefits there have been and to train 
even more teachers. 
 

On the last Friday of the month, students from the APS School  
System celebrate Color Day in school. Recently they focussed on the 
colour red by enjoying fresh strawberries, playing games and having 
fun (above left). Similarly, Class 4 at Rising Star School were treated to 
a special activity and enjoyed making their own chocolate milkshakes 
(above right). These initiatives help to enrich the children’s school life 
and bring some much-needed fun to the classrooms.

“Thank you very much 
for providing guidelines 

for working smoothly and 
effectively throughout the 
year. Hopefully we will do 
our best to implement all 

guided by you today.”
- Pervaiz Rehmat

On 27th April Danishmand and Jasmine 
hosted a meeting for all Starfish project  
leaders. This was an important time to  
connect, share, encourage one another 
and outline the academic expectations and  
targets for the year. 47 attended from the 
surrounding areas and found the sessions 
valuable. Their passion and vision continues 
to shine bright in each of the schools.

Despite him recently  
being diagnosed with 
a heart condition, 
Jabbar from Gordon 
School does 3 round 
trips on his motorbike, 
morning & afternoon 
to ensure that 12  
children can get to 
school and continue 
their education. 

Mixed education in Pakistan can be difficult to manage and  
recent problems between boys and girls led to a number of  
parents withdrawing their daughters from St. Paul’s School,  
Mian Chanu. Project leader Shamaun acted fast to rectify the  
situation by offering his own courtyard as a safe place for the  
boys to have their lessons, allowing the girls to return to school. 
He’s started building a room for them too from his own finances.

Zimran in the Starfish Pakistan office saw the 
need for basic health education within our 
supported schools. Teaming up with local 
organisation ‘Health Care Poly Clinic’, he has 
launched a pilot scheme with four schools 
to provide interactive sessions for children 
on hygiene, nutrition, and physical fitness. 
These fun activities are helping to spark a 
genuine interest in healthy living.

Leading the Way in English Conversation
Recently Danishmand received a letter 

from Fauzia, principal of the Ghouri 
Wisdom High School to express their 

gratitude for the ‘Ros Ki Roti’ (Daily 
Bread) bible teaching and to request a 

continued supply of books: 
“This great book enhances 

our spiritual and educational 
efforts in assemblies, devotions 

and classrooms”

Providing a Safe Space

Bringing FUN to the Classroom

Transporting children to School

Healthy habits for bright young minds
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Overcoming Hurdles - 
Teacher Development

At the heart of our ambitions are the school teachers. Day by day it is 
the teachers who work to inspire their charges with deeper knowledge 
and understanding. No matter how bright the classroom décor or how  
pleasant the weather, it is the teachers who will change lives for the  
better (and sadly potentially for the worse). Last October a professional 
team from the Centre of Academic Solutions and Teacher Training (CASTT) 
visited 20 schools currently supported by Starfish Asia. They spent a day 
in each school, monitoring, assessing and advising.  The results revealed 
many valuable strengths and weaknesses, notably in “lesson planning and 
activity-based teaching”, and “serious and consistent problems with quality 
of teaching”. 

On 14-15th June, supporter Andrew Lancaster will be taking  
part in the ‘Vätternrundan’, the world’s largest recreational  
cycle event, covering 315km (190miles) around Lake Vattern 
in Sweden. He has chosen to fund-raise for Starfish Teacher  
Development, to aid
the delivery of summer 
teacher training.

How can you help?

You can sponsor Andrew today at:
www.donorbox.org/andrewlancaster

Danishmand and Jasmine are now starting to address these concerns.  
Despite our best efforts at training teachers over many years, some have  
still received little support or advice to help them. In July and September,  
Starfish Pakistan is arranging a special programme for teachers in response 
to the issues raised by CASTT. Sessions will take place in three cities, and focus 
on Child Safeguarding, Multi-grade teaching and classroom management.  
Danishmand will also give training in the use of the Bible Curriculum.

At the same time, our old friends Anser 
and Kashi, who now run their Chopan 
(Shepherd) Trust, partly supported by 
Starfish Asia, have launched a one-year 
project to provide training and ongoing  
support for teachers in 10 schools  
that are not otherwise supported by 
Starfish Pakistan. Their passion and  
experience, now focused on this  
greatest need, will surely bless many. 

On 27th May we received the sad news that one of 
our project leaders, George Thomas, had died of a 
heart attack. George and his wife Fehmida have led 
the Morning Star School in Karachi for the past 16 
years, supported by Starfish Asia. George was blind, 
diabetic and awaiting a heart bypass operation. 
He met his wife in the Full Gospel Assemblies Bible 
College in Lahore, and their school had grown to 
more than 200 children. I recall a walk through his 
neighbourhood on the outskirts of Karachi in 2006:  

A tribute to George Thomas 
by Mike Wakely

I went for a walk with George in the dusty streets of Zia 
Colony. We picked our way through the rubbish, the  
discarded plastic bags and sewage - the playground 
for hundreds of kids. We met some of the children and 
talked with the people. “Why do you want a church 
building?” I asked George. “Why not rent a building 
and open a school? Hundreds of Christian children 
cannot afford to go to school and you could equip a  
generation with the means to escape poverty. It takes 
so little to do so much for a needy community.”

George was not educated, but had great ambition.  
He not only pastored the local church, but he 
opened the school. He built himself a home and a 
church building in the slum. He visited Singapore 
and America, looking for funds for his projects. And 
then he became blind, but continued to preach and 
advocate for the needs of his community.  Surely one 
of God’s unsung heroes has now received his reward.


