79 ¢« March 2024

giving hope»to‘thechilAdren of Pakistan l 1 E » N S

Standing on
the Shoulders of Giants?

It must have been around 1980. | was sitting in Sunday school
at Holy Trinity Church Karachi. Having read and discussed the
story of Samson, we were shown pictures of young men and
were asked which one we thought might have been him. | can’t
remember what they looked like, but | do remember proudly
choosing the picture of the toughest looking man there was.
Surely this was the impressive hero of the stories who did so
much for God?

Sadly, I think too many of us rule ourselves out of “being used by
God” because we have this picture of “the giant” that we don't
match up to. The fact is, most of these “giants” (like Samson) are
all too human and frail BUT God was able to use them for great
things. Mike’s new book points to the same truth. The many
individuals named within have left a huge legacy and touched

(directly or indirectly) hundreds of thousands of lives, yet until k,._'l,:-— '

now they were largely unheard of. And their legacy continues. .. L s S
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The work of Starfish Asia is leaving a legacy for the future. I TN T

A legacy of touched lives and changed destinies, that can be
celebrated by transformed communities in the years to come.
We may not be around to see the fruits, but each of us can play
a part by helping to plant the seeds. - Rob Bavington, CEO
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Today’s church in Pakistan can look back at the amazing Iegacy
of those who have gone before them.

The book has been published in Pakistan in English, and the Urdu version will follow.
It will be given to all Class 9 and 10 students in many Christian schools. A revised and
expanded version of the book is now available in the UK and beyond. You can find it
on Amazon or other bookshops — or you can give a gift to Starfish Asia and receive a

free copy if you go to https://donorbox.org/the-amazing-story

Michael Wakely

fnsight.”
s indeed 3 treasuie IOV of knowtedge 200
“This igoificant M\r(v. s i
Or janes




VELIE

lasting Impact

The Starfish Asia Scholarship Programme is currently
supporting 186 students to continue their education
beyond matriculation, gaining skills and qualifications
that will help secure decent jobs, and thus improve
their chances of a better life. Here are some examples of
the impact this has:
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Rachel’s Story

Name: Rachel Charlotte Robin

University: University of Central Punjab (UCP), Lahore
Degree: BS English Language and Literature

Hailing from a lower-middle-class family, the financial strain following my
intermediate studies almost led me to abandon my dream of attending
University. However, through prayer and divine timing, Starfish Pakistan emerged
as a miraculous game-changer, allowing me to continue my education. By the
grace of God, | have achieved leadership roles in my university, becoming the
sole Christian student in my class. Being acknowledged as a top performer and
securing merit-based scholarships further validates the impact of my
accomplishments. | proudly serve as a senior member of the university’s music
society and contribute as a Christian artist, both within and outside the institution.

“My Christian community serves as a constant source of motivation.
| aspire to become a guiding light for those who lack acceis to
education, just like Starfish Pakistan have been for me™.
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Saima’s Story

Name: Saima Javed
University: University of Faisalabad
Degree: Doctor of Food and Nutrition

| am filled with gratitude and joy after completing my
graduation as it allows me to financially support my
family. The realisation that | am now a graduate, with my
family proud of my achievement in becoming a doctor, is truly surreal.

This accomplishment would have been out of reach without the unwavering
support of Starfish. My parents, facing limited income and resources with five
siblings pursuing education, couldn’t have afforded my doctorate degree.

«As | was once helped | am driven to help someone else in thglr ;
educational journey, mirroring the kindness and support | receive

from Starfish Pakistan”.
- J
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Huma’s Story

Name: Huma Paul
University: University of Faisalabad
Degree: BA Hons Nutrition - Dietetics

“The impact of Starfish’s
assistance extends beyond
academics; it has transformed
our family’s status in society.
Today, | am not only educated,
but also able to provide for my
family. Their contribution has
fostered happiness within my
household, and I am deeply
thankful for the positive change
it has brought to our lives.”

Starfish has played a pivotal role
in every stage of my academic
journey. With financial help | success-
fully pursued a degree in Nutrition and
Dietetics (BS Hons), a milestone that
once seemed unattainable. During a
challenging period when my family
lost a main source of income,
Starfish stepped in to bridge the gap.
In reflection of the this impact, | am
committed to paying it forward. | am
willing and eager to extend a helping
hand to others in need of financial
support to pursue their education.

You can make a difference!

Scholarships make a lasting impact in
the lives of these students and their

families; a legacy of opportunity.
If you're interested in supporting in
this way, please let us know.

Zarish Younas Ilyas Bashir Aneet Iqbal

Senior Officer

The students above have successfully graduated and are now in stable employment, supporting their families.
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nght Way School

Naseeb Hamid started her school with just
two rooms, no furniture and no electricity.
Starfish began supporting in 2017 and two
years later the school moved into a disused
buffalo shed, and thrived. However the old
farm sheds were unstable and needed to
be replaced. Demolition began in 2023,
but work was delayed when funds ran out.
Thankfully, construction has begun again,
and by the grace of God the 120 students
will soon have a beautiful brand new school
building - the pride of the village and the joy
of the community.

but also opens up a venue for
enriching activities, including
Bible study classes and short
computer courses that help

PPl [N Y
“The new building will not
only provide a bigger space

village grow”

Naseeb Hamid - Principal

Running a school in the grounds of an
old farm has a mix of challenges and

rewards. Naseeb tells us: “The new
building will be a significant relief for
both teachers and students, who were
struggling with the damaged structure
and limited space. We understand
that the impact of quality education
extends beyond the classroom, and
plays a vital role in the overall growth
and wellbeing of the community. | want
to express my deepest gratitude for
the support we've received. It fuels my
commitment to shaping a brighter
future for the less privileged students”.

The Gift of Books

Books are a vital part of education.
Sadly, in Pakistan, they are also costly
and many families are unable to afford
the textbooks needed for their
children’s studies. Something we
often take for granted in the west, is
a significant barrier to education for
many Christians in Pakistan.

Donate now to transform a
child’s education.

A set of five books: £4 / $5
Books for 10,000 children:
£40,000 / $50,000

https://donorbox.org/schoolbooks

Ananias Home

for Blind Girls

With the generous help of supporters, Starfish has supported The Ananias Home for
20 years. Khalida, a trained nurse, has dedicated her life to caring for girls with visual

impairments. Today, once again, generous

donors are enabling her long-held vision

become a reality. A new extension to the current premises will soon be completed,
providing vital extra accommodation, classrooms and a hall for performances. We

asked Khalida about the difference this spe

What sort of future might the girls face
without access to the blind centre?
“Individuals with visual impairments face
many challenges and struggle to get an
education. Most schools are not equipped
to help people with special needs - this lack
of support makes it hard to succeed”.

“Thls new bmldmg means so

much more than just walls

and rooms. It’s a symbol of
a promise to create a safe

skills to face the unique
challenges in our worl

Khalida - Program Manager

haven where blind girls can
discover, grow, and gain the

M.

cial home makes to the 20 girls there:

How many girls are affected by this?
“If our home didn't exist, more than 400 girls
wouldn’t have received vital independent
life skills training, or a primary education. A
number of those we have helped have gone
on to gain employment . One is a professor
of Urdu at a renowned Lahore university!".

What impact will the building have?
“It's not just a place; it's a sanctuary
for learning, building friendships, and
nurturing independence - a place that
will undoubtedly shape their destinies.
Your dedication and compassion have
not only given us a physical space but
have ignited something profound for
these blind girls. You've opened doors
to a world where they can experience
life with the eyes of their hearts; a gift
of hope and opportunity. The impact
on these girls’lives is lasting"




Spring Cycle Challenge 4 N
Mike Pemberton is a Starfish supporter EE NEWS

based in the parish of St James' Thornton,
West Bradford. A keen cyclist, he has decided Pakistan election: "
that his next challenge will be sponsored! PMLN and PPP.

Mike will be taking part in the Suffolk Spring
Classic cycle sportive on Sunday 21st April -

reach agreement on

60 km starting and finishing in Newmarket. His coalition government
initial aim is to raise £240, enough to provide
60 sets of new textbooks to students. That's
one set of books for every kilometre covered!

Prayer for Pakistan'’s leaders

“The Christian community in Pakistan needs all our support, and as a former teacher “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions,
I know the value of education. | am also doing this in remembrance of my late wife prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
who had visited Pakistan, had a heart for the disadvantaged and wanted to see God’s be made for... all those in authority,
kingdom made known to all. Thank you for your support.” that we may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and holiness.”
Please help Mike to meet his target! To sponsor, please visit: (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

https://donorbox.org/schoolbooks/fundraiser/michael-pemberton Pakistan faces many problems and

we urge special prayer for the leaders
Exam Preparation for older Students e e
judicial. Turnout was only 47.9% in
the recent parliamentary election,
and the result was sadly inconclusive.
Accusations of vote-rigging swiftly
followed. The wheeling and dealing
of coalition compromise became

From 11th-19th January, students in classes 9 and 10
sat mock examinations in preparation for matriculation
in March. A great amount of effort was put in by the
teachers, who invigilated the exams and marked papers.
They identified some gaps in learning, and Jasmine set
about \{isiting the schoqls with tailored plans to focus inevitable, though the country
and revise these areas prior to the real exams. cries out for a strong, honest

“This initiative has the potential to make a positive impact and stable government.
on our students’ academic growth and contribute to the
improvement of board results. Thank you for your support™ Meanwhile, millions of Pakistanis
- Pastor Nazir Masih (Community Development School) remain in uncertainty as to the
E B future stability and prosperity of their
country. It is always the poor who
suffer most — and it is the poor who
are our greatest concern. Paul’s plea
for prayer was “that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives.” Pray that this
may become possible once again.

Working Together for a Better Future

On 5th February, the Light Education System hosted a
seminar to help educate parents on spiritual, educational, !
physical and psychological growth. This was well received ;-*
and an important step in strengthening the partnership ,
between schools, parents and children. . o/ \
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] Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that
need my help. Send me more information. UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific

projects will go in full to the nominated project,
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme
will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.
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Name:
Address:

Starfish Asia (UK)
Registered UK Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO No.1181649)

32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE
Email: info@starfishasia.com

Postal code / Zip code
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY—KKCU—-SGZC
Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to: Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.0. Box 29,
Afton, VA 22920, USA

In Singapore, contact: Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
81568 Stirling Road, Singapore 148947

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations
(2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website: https://starfishasia.com/privacy-and-cookies/

Starfish Asia (USA)

Advancing Native Missions (code: 470SFA)
P.O. Box 29, Afton, VA 22920

tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
8156B Stirling Road, Singapore 148947
Email: info_singapore@starfishasia.com



