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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

Equipped to face the future with faith
The Starfish Pakistan Bible Curriculum for primary classes aims to 
prepare young Christians for the future. In 2018 we have given away 
13,000 Bible text books to low-income schools. In 2019 we want to 
increase our gifts to 20,000 students.

"Your contribution of Christian curriculum books will go a 
long way to shape the academic and spiritual course of these 
children. Thank you again for this gift. It means a world to us."   
(Sharoon, Lahore Charter School)

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth."
Gospel of John 1:14

The greatest gift we can give to the Christian children of Pakistan is 
the Word of God — the news that God sent His Son to be their Lord 
and Saviour.  The Bible Curriculum for primary school children, prepared 
by Starfish Asia, is being used by 150 schools across the country.



We wish all our supporters and 
friends a very happy Christmas 

and a blessed New Year.
We especially wish 
a happy Christmas 
to all our friends in 
Pakistan: Christian 

parents, children 
and their teachers. 

May 2019 be a 
year of fresh hope 
and opportunity.

Education with value
Bringing Christ into the classroom

The Bible Curriculum:  
In most Christian schools in Pakistan the day begins with a Bible 
lesson. In 2009, urged on by local publishers, Nirali Kitaben, 
Starfish Asia began preparation of a Bible course for primary 
school classes. Book 5 was completed and published in 2016 
bringing the project to completion. Now we are working on a 
Bible curriculum book for Classes 6-8. 

Bibles for students:  
Urdu Bibles are presented to 
senior students and Children's 
Bibles to younger pupils. Out-
standing Matriculation Exam 
students received a beautiful 
Bible Encyclopedia published by 
the Pakistan Bible Society.

Inspiration for teachers:  
One school head wrote: "The teachers are very excited about 
the new curriculum. The class 4 teacher shared that 60% of the 
class 4 book is totally new for him!" The Christian Teachers' 
magazine contains a regular Bible study. Starfish Pakistan is 
arranging for teachers in 38 schools to be enrolled in the Open 
Theological Seminary for regular Bible study.

The View from the Board
In November two members of the Starfish Asia UK Board 
visited Pakistan. Devin Scobie, our Scotland-based Board 
member, paid his second visit this year to familiarise himself 
with Starfish Pakistan's many projects. Steve Curran, who will 
join the Board in December, has visited many times to help 
with teacher training and provide valuable advice. 

STEVE:  "My trip to Pakistan was very rewarding. 
The school projects I visited have developed a 
great deal since I last saw them in 2016. It has 
also been a great privilege to stay with Anser 
who has been the perfect host, even though 

he was in the midst of taking exams for an MA 
in Educational Planning during my stay.

We visited several schools, three of which are given support 
through our companies (AE Tuition Ltd and AE Publications Ltd). 
I was excited to see how much they have developed. 

Holy Field School: Still beset with difficulties but there has been 
real progress. The children all have uniforms and books, though 
there is overcrowding and a lack of proper desks. The issue of 
space is critical as the school currently has over 150 students.

Amazing Grace School: Amna and Zafar are constructing a new 
school building on a site close to their present school. This is an 
exciting venture and all is going well. The school currently has 
around 150 students.

Friends Public High Schools are led by Ashraf Rehmat, a very 
competent director. The schools are highly organised, the 
children well turned out in school uniform and there is a calm 
studious atmosphere. The classrooms are well apportioned and 
each child has books and space to work at. Nearly 600 children 
are being educated across the two schools. 

Little Angels School: This is a new 'survey' school with around 
100 children. It operates in the house of the principal and is 
desperately short of space.  A small grant has already been 
made to improve the toilet facilities, but I noted that there is no 
running water or soap for children to wash their hands. 

Teacher Training 

A two-day training workshop was very successful. There were 
47 participants and the training focused on basic planning, 
classroom strategies and teaching content. It was led by a 
very competent teacher from the British Council. I took two of 
the sessions on how to be a successful teacher and on lesson 
planning and basic maths activities."

IMPRESSIONS



 2018: The year in 
numbers

The past year has seen some great leaps forward in our 
work in Pakistan.  We once dreamed of saving a few.  We 
now believe we can help transform a generation...

Schools now regularly supported — plus 7 
centres for children with special needs

Children attending these schools

New schools or homes supported in 2018

Schools being prepared for regular support

Schools that have received classroom 
furniture, toilets or other equipment in 2018

Teachers or staff on regular salary support 
from Starfish Asia

Teachers attended teacher training work-
shops from 71 schools this year

Sets of school books given to children in 
52 schools in 2018

Bible Curriculum books given to Christian 
school children in 113 schools this year

Young people who have been receiving 
scholarships for further studies

Students who passed their Class 10 Matric 
Exams from 9 High Schools supported by 
Starfish Asia

Christian students who 
received Awards for 
outstanding Matric 
Exam results in 2018

School buildings under 
construction or with 
new classrooms added

38
8,000

8
10

44

228
9,108

13,000

224

68

384

Human Rights Watch Report
A new report from Human Rights Watch states that 22.5 
million children in Pakistan are out of school, most of them 
girls. It reveals that 32% of primary school age girls are out 
of school in the country, compared with 21% boys. By ninth 
grade, it adds, only 13% of girls are still in school.

“Many of the girls we interviewed are desperate to study, 
but instead are growing up without the education that 
would help them have options for their future...”

*  See the report: Shall I Feed My Daughter, or Educate Her?  
    (https://www.hrw.org/)
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DEVIN: "My focus was to visit more schools and 
work with our National Director to under-
stand better the unique challenges he faces in 
managing a growing number of schools, 

individual scholarships and bespoke projects.  

I joined Steve Curran as he delivered teacher 
training to a large group of teachers from 'survey schools' — 
Christian schools that Starfish is not yet formally supporting.  I also 
met with the Pakistan board Chair, Mrs Rakhil Paul.  Rakhil has 
been keen to learn more about how our UK board works. I shared 
some ideas and suggestions based on my business experience. 

I was delighted to meet a wide cross section of survey school and 
supported school teachers (and pupils) in such good humour.  
None of this would have been possible without the continued 
generosity of our donors."

IMPRESSIONS

The Hope School 
Sitara was a student at the Holy Shepherd School in Karachi 
when Starfish Asia first began to support the school. We wrote 
about her in the December 2004 newsletter:

"Sitara's ambition is to become a teacher, but she had to quit her 
education as the family could no longer afford her schooling."

However, the Holy Shepherd School (led at that time by Anser 
and Kashi) accepted her — and her four siblings — and covered 
her fees by giving her a job as an assistant teacher. She taught in 
the mornings and studied for her class 9 exams in the afternoon 
session. She continued to teach until her marriage in 2009.

Faisal was a teacher in the Holy Shepherd School and Anser 
wanted to promote him to greater responsibilities. Instead, he 
became a pastor. He married Sitara and they opened their own 
school. The Hope School grew to 400 students, but struggled to 
make ends meet. Now Holy Shepherd and Hope School have 
merged, supported by Starfish Asia. Sitara and Faisal are back 
where they began, equipping Christian children for the future.

Sitara 2004 (above) with 
Faisal in 2018 (right)
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       Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help.  Send me more information.
□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia.
Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address
In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                             Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.O. Box 5303, 	
			   Charlottesville, VA  22905, USA  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.			 
			   887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data 
Protection Regulations (2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website.

 www.facebook.com/starfishasia                            

giving hope to the children of Pakistan

UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

  www.starfishasia.com  

Confronting the tragedy of school drop-outs
Statistics from the Human Rights Watch (page 3) show that only 13% of the girls who begin school reach Class 9. Our experience tells us two things: 1.  that Christian schools are full of      girls and they are invariably more      successful in school than the  boys.2. that among Christians the number     who reach to Class 9 and 10 is even     smaller, possibly only 5-10%.

Keeping children in school
Surely this must be one of our priorities for the new year. Primary 
school classes are full — and we will soon adopt more. But after class 
5 the numbers thin out, till in Classes 9 and 10 few students are left to 
face the hurdle of the Matric exam that can give them a future.

Extra-curricular activities

Anser is in contact with a registered 
Christian Scout leader who is willing 
to work with Starfish Pakistan to form 
Scout groups in Christian schools. 
He could also engage in organizing 
other extra-curricular activities such 
as inter-school Cricket Tournaments 
and music competitions. This should  
enthuse both parents and their 
children with the benefits of school 
involvement.
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Teacher Motivation
Teachers must be inspired to give 
greater personal interest to students, 
their parents and families. Incentive 
awards may be given for outstanding 
teacher achievement in developing 
closer ties with parents.

Standards facilitator
To stimulate and monitor progress 
Anser is interviewing a possible 
candidate to join the Starfish Pakistan 
office team as a facilitator for higher 
standards in schools. He will have  
wide-ranging responsibility to visit 
schools and build a relationship 
of trust with school heads. He will 
then be able to  recommend — and 
provide for — improvements in school 
standards. He will also devise and 
monitor a school drop-out prevention 
programme.

Kashi in Thailand

Kashi Javed, academic coordinator for Starfish 
Pakistan and Anser's wife, has just returned 
from two weeks in Thailand. She was there to 
attend a leadership course run by the Interna-
tional Training Alliance. **

My journey started with fear and trepidation 
and ended with confidence and hope.   I had 

many concerns and worries — new place, strange 
people. But right from the first day I started 
building my confidence.

The Leadership Matters Course was a cross-
cultural experience with 35 participants from 12 
nationalities. It was good to learn about mission 
work in different fields — and how God is using 
them all in the world for His glory. The course 
helped me to understand many things:

   How to make a good “Plan of Action”.
   The five elements of “Life Learning” .
   How I can start my mission with vision. 
   Bearing pain as a good Christian leader.
   The impact of life-long learning and the 
      Lord’s anointing for our lives.

In my work I am more involved with female 
teachers. I plan to share all I have learned with 
them. I believe it  will be very helpful, not only in 
their school work but also for their personal lives. 
I am ready to restart my work with a new spirit. 

** https://www.wetrainleaders.org/
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