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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

Pakistan celebrates

                      The challenges facing

                 Pakistan's New Government
The election on 25th July ushered in a new chapter in the story of Pakistan's 
democracy. The Prime Minister, Imran Khan, and his PTI government have 
a track record of moderate success in 
Provincial rule in KPK, the former 
North-west Frontier Province. They 
made education a priority. Will they 
now change the education record at a 
national level?

"Education is a matter of life and 
death for Pakistan. The world is 

progressing so rapidly that 
without requisite advances in 

education, not only shall we be 
left behind others but may be 

wiped out altogether." 

On 14th August  Pakistan 
celebrated Independence Day, 

71 years since the 
nation was born.  

In 1947 Pakistan's Founder, Mr. 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, declared:

A recent report by Alif Ailaan, a 
national research organisation, high-
lights the extent of the educational 
challenge still facing Pakistan.

"With one of the world’s highest 
out-of-school children populations, 

one of the world’s lowest shares of GDP 
being spent on education, and among 
the lowest literacy rates on the planet, 

there is now universal 
acknowledgement of the appalling 
state of education in Pakistan."  * PM Imran Khan's 

inaugural speech
“I am saying to you today that, for the first time, Pakistan's policies won't be for the few rich people; they will be for the poor, for our women, for our minorities, whose rights are not respected. My whole aim will be to protect our lower classes and to bring them up.”

Pakistan's new Government 
needs our prayers. They face 
multiple problems and huge 

opportunities. Pray for them to 
have wisdom from above. 



*  What is Alif Ailaan?
Alif Ailaan is a campaign for education 
reform in Pakistan, working with parents, 
politicians and education providers to 
bring about meaningful and lasting 
change in Pakistan’s system of education.
The statement on our title page comes from their 2015 
report: NOT FREE FOR ALL (profiling the costs parents incur 
on education).
View their excellent website and read their comprehensive 

reports on the state of education in Pakistan:
https://www.alifailaan.pk/

School dropouts
Addressing the tragedy

National statistics indicate that only 50% of the children 
who start school in class 1 move on to Secondary School. 
Only 10% (or fewer) reach their Matriculation exam in 
Class 10.  Alif Ailaan* summarised the crisis:

"Fewer than half of Pakistani children ever complete a basic 
primary school education...  For every four primary schools in 

Pakistan, there is only one school above primary level... 
Most children who pass Class 5 do not have schools to 

continue their education. The large out of school population 
of the country is a direct product of this failure."

In a quick survey of Christian schools supported by Starfish Asia 
we found varied results. Between Class 5 in 2017 and Class 6 in 
2018 some schools actually increased numbers (Calvary School: 
14 increased to 25, Talent School: 8 to 20).  Others lost many 
students (Amazing Grace: 20 to 9, Mission School: 20 to 10).

There are many reasons why children drop out of school.  Often 
social and financial pressures mean that parents (who are some-
times illiterate themselves) do not value education and would 
prefer their children to help earn an income for the family. 

We are focusing on developing strategies to engage parents 
and help them understand the benefits of education, including 
a way out of extreme poverty for the whole family in the longer 
term. We also use incentives and awards to improve attendance.  
This is in addition to our ongoing work to train, motivate and 
reward teachers more adequately, which also has an impact on 
pupils staying longer in school.

On 12th July Anser arranged a consultation to address the issue. 
Principals and teachers from 19 schools spent a day assessing 
reasons why children drop out of school — and began to look at 
ways to keep them in school up to their Matric exam.

This is a work in progress — thinking and planning are easy. The 
hard task is to implement ideas and see real change.

                  The expanding success of the

Talents School 
We first came to know Sajid and 
Fauzia in 2007. Sajid pastored a 
church and had opened a small 
school for poor Christians. Their roof 

was collapsing and was a danger to 
the students. We helped them with 

repairs — and so our relationship began.

Starfish Asia is honoured to be a partner with Sajid and Fauzia. 
They have many gifts and serve their community in many ways:

   Sajid is pastor of a church that meets in his school.
   Sajid is involved in an international youth discipleship 

movement known as Awana.
   Fauzia is a trained nurse, took Montessori training and  

is now Principal of the Talents High School.
   The Talents School now has more than 200 students.
   The Talents Book Store serves the community with 

Christian and general interest books.
   Talents Home is a hostel for 11 orphan boys, all cared for 

and given free education in the school.

This is Dora Emmanuel, with her proud parents. Dora has 
just passed her Matric exam from the Talents School with a 
top-scoring A+. Her mother is a teacher in the school; her father 
is admin officer in a local company.  Dora's ambition is to be a 
Doctor of Nutrition.  We too are proud of Dora's success.

Talents Boys Home

Starfish Asia has just begun to provide regular support to the 
Talents Boys Home.  Zeeshan and Adan were brought to the 
hostel by their uncle. Zeeshan was 6 and Adan 4. He said that 
their father was a drug addict and their mother lost her mind. 
"Their father left the kids at our home," he said, "and we could 
not take care of them.”  Nobody knows where their parents are. 
Zeeshan is now 11 and Adan is 9.

Dora Emmanuel
Talents School success

Zeeshan and 
Adan Javed



Outstanding 
Achievement 
Awards 2018

Matriculation Results 2018

Celebrating Success in Abba Home
Ashraf and Wilma's decade 

of investment in young lives

Rabia's story

Rabia joined the Abba Home family in 
2008 at the age of 6. She came from a 
brick kiln, where her family had worked 
for many years. Her father died “due to 
overwork and ill-health”. Her mother 
could not cope with debt and children 
to raise, so was happy when Abba Home 
welcomed her. 

"I can never forget the warm welcome 
from Abba Home’s Mom and Papa... God 
has provided me with so much. Now I 
am sharing my first adult achievement I 
thought to be impossible, by passing the 
final Matric Exam. I am proud to be the 
best student in my 10 years schooling.”

Starfish Asia began to provide regular support for 
Abba Home in 2007. We already knew Ashraf and his 
wife and admired their compassion and care for children 

who were either orphaned or came from dysfunctional 
or desperately poor homes. For more than 10 years we 

have watched as the Home grew from 4 to 38 girls.

It is therefore with special pride and thanksgiving that we received the news of the 
exam successes of three girls, who have attended the Abraham School, the school run 
by Abba Home.  Well done: Rabia, Tabitha and Nafeesa!

Rabia
2008 & 2018

Nafeesa's story

Nafeesa came from a village near Sahiwal. 
Her father died in an accident when 
she was 5. Her mother suffered from TB. 
She moved house, got a job in a factory 
and lost contact with her daughter. 
Nafeesa came to Abba Home at the age 
of 9. Now, thanks to the care of the Home 
and hard study, she has passed her Matric 
Exam with an A grade. 

“Nafeesa is an outspoken and strong-
willed young lady," said Ashraf. "She 
attended a conference on child rights 
and spoke her mind. She is outstanding 
in athletics, acting and Sunday School 
activities. She has great dreams of being 
a leader to serve the oppressed and the 
downtrodden." 

Nafeesa
2010 & 2018

In 2016 Starfish Pakistan 
launched    an   award 
scheme   for   Christian 
students with top marks 
in their Matric (High School) exams. 
These "High Achievement Awards" 
acknowledge success and give 
recognition to students with ability 
and ambition.  
Again this year Christian students 
from all over Pakistan, who gained 
more than 70% marks, are being 
invited to special Awards Ceremonies 
to receive a medal or a plaque and a 
Bible Encyclopedia published by the 
Bible Socety. Those with more than 
90% marks will also receive a cash gift 
to help with further studies. 

To our amazement, we have so far  
received 358 applications — among 
them 77 who gained more than 90% 
marks and will receive a cash award.

The first awards 
were given on 25th 
August in Multan.
35 students from the 
Multan area were 
invited to attend a 
ceremony to receive 
their Awards.  Eleven
students scored 90% 
marks or above and 
received Rs. 5,000 (£32) each.

These Awards give hope to 
young Christians who may 

believe they can never succeed. 
Our message to them is: "You can!"

Anser playing games with the girls at Abba Home
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       Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help.  Send me more information.
□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia.
Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address
In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                             Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.O. Box 5303, 	
			   Charlottesville, VA  22905, USA  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.			 
			   887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data 
Protection Regulations (2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website.
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UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

  www.starfishasia.com  

Our Scotland-based trustee, Devin 
Scobie, continues to fly the Starfish 
flag at the Scottish Parliament.  He 
attended and spoke at the AGM of 
the Cross Party Group on Pakistan 
and is pictured here with the re-elected Co-conveners, Murdo Fraser MSP and 
James Dornan MSP.  

"It was a good meeting," he said, "and lots of goodwill shown.  They are hopeful 
of an autumn meeting with the new Scottish Consul General and will be happy 
to meet Anser on a future UK visit." On behalf of the Starfish Asia Board, Devin 
will visit Pakistan again in November.

   Flying the 
flag in Scotland

Anser at Westminster
In June the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Pakistani Minorities 
arranged a consultation on the education crisis facing Pakistan's 
minorities.  Anser was one of three speakers who addressed the 

issue. A Resolution was agreed (see http://starfishasia.com) , which 
was then circulated to Government and other agencies.

The will to succeed
What does it take to light the fire of hope 
and inspire ambition in a young person's 
mind? We know some of the answers: It takes 
parental encouragement. It takes personal 
ambition. It takes a belief that God has a future 
for their lives. It also takes money.

In 2017 we provided some small fee scholarships 
in a few schools to ensure that students were 
able to stay the course to their final exams. Here 
are two of their stories.

"My name is Daud Raza from 
Dawood Grammar School, Mian 
Channu. I scored 73% in my Matric 
exams. My mother and father are 
teachers. Their income is low. The 
support from Starfish helped to 
pay the cost of the exam Board 
fee. I am very thankful to Starfish 

Pakistan for this step to support students 
like me. I want to study more."

Komal is a student at the Holy 
Shepherd School, Karachi. Her 
father is a sanitary worker. He 
asked for a concession from the 
school office. He said, "I am not 
able to pay the exam Board Fee 
for my daughter. Please help 
me. I don’t want to stop Komal's 
education." Starfish Pakistan's
Incentive Programme helped him. Komal said, “I 
will work hard and  hope to be a doctor one day.” 

The Starfish Incentive Programme is part 
of our effort to inspire young Christians to 
greater ambition to fulfil their potential. 
These small scholarships and the annual 
Matric Awards for High Achievers aim to 
build a generation of Pakistani men and 
women of faith equipped for leadership.


