"When you come, bring the
cloak which I left at Troas
with Carpus, and the
books..."

The Apostle Paul (writing to Timothy
from prison: 2 Timothy 4:13)

"Literacy is a bridge from
misery to hope."

Kofi Annan (Secretary-General of the
United Nations: 1997- 2006)

"Once you learn to read,
you will be forever free."

Frederick Douglass (a former slave,
and then an activist, author and public
speaker: 1818-1895)

"We read to know we are
not alone."

C.S.Lewis (novelist, academic,
broadcaster, lecturer, and Christian
apologist: 1898-1963)

"To learn to read is to light
a fire; every syllable that is
spelled out is a spark."

Victor Hugo (French novelist and
dramatist: 1882-1885)

STARFISH
ASIA

" young life.

— = "'Adil was one of the promising young

"Light a fire..."

Adil was featured in our March news-
letter — a courageous 4 year-old with
a grandmother who sent him to school
because she wanted to light a fire in his

people who received the gift of books
from Starfish Pakistan for the coming
school year. He studies at the New Life

School in a village near Lahore.
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News

Our 2016 Christian Schools Survey told
us that many children cannot afford the
books they need for their studies. It was
an early resolve of Starfish Asia that, as
far as we are able, every school child
must have books for their studies.

This year in March, thanks to great
generosity, mainly from Christians and
churches in Singapore, we have given
books to 9,000 students in 55 schools.



"There is no substitute for books
in the life of a child."

Mary Ellen Chase (Educator, teacher,
scholar, and author: 1887-1973)

“The student is not above the teacher,
but everyone who is fully trained will
be like their teacher.” (TheBible, Luke 6:40)

March was a busy month for
the staff of Starfish Pakistan in
Lahore. Schools were selected
and invited to apply with details .
of the number of students in each 911 08 Chlldren

class. Sets of books were then
ordered from various publishers, 451540 bOOkS on 'Classroom Management.

chosen because of In March and April they led

What is the quality, price and content of their books — JRGICCIPACE NS NI CHITA
the costof a T e e R e R e R Ao Karachi and Khanewal with “You have ruined your life
set of 5 books? NSNS provides five essential titles: [ikg total of 80 teachers from by becoming a teacher' a

CISNOONCIELN \gjish, Urdu, Maths, Science and Social 19 different schools. Many of  friend said to Zeeshan.
USD $5.20 b ucies these teachers have had little

55 schools Convinced that teachers are
the key to tomorrow's world,
Anser and Kashi have been

holding training workshops

was confused, unsure
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But that is not all ...

or no training, coming from
what we call 'Survey Schools'
— low-income schools that
were contacted through our
Christian Schools Survey.

These training workshops serve
many purposes as well as
giving valuable advice. They
provide a sense of community
and respect. They give us closer
ties with their schools and an
understanding of their struggles
as teachers. And they are a lot
of fun for the participants.

whether | had really made
a bad choice. But | got great
encouragement from the
Starfish teacher training.
| knew that | had made a
good decision and was
on the right track. We are
changing the lives of the
next generation,” he said.

Zeeshan is running a school
for 100 children in Lahore.

Together with the sets of text books, we have provided Bible
Curriculum books — student workbooks (as pictured) and a
manual to help the teachers. These are provided free of cost to
low-income Christian schools. More than 100 schools are now
using these books in their five primary classes.

Our aim: A generation of educated and qualified Pakistani
Christians, who love their country, love books, love the
Bible and are proud to be Christian.

Our aim: A generation of Christian teachers who love to
teach, are equipped, qualified and and inspired to teach —
and who love and believe in their children.




Agape Home ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you CGA Home

Azra Yaqoob s

and yet is a gifted
and creative artist.

Agape Home

day-care centre for special children in
Lahore where she receives the loving care
of Farzana Imran and her dedicated staff.

In February Azra submitted a painting
1, |to the Toyota Dream Car Art Contest, a
4= = | national competition run by Toyota
Pakistan. Her picture won Third Prize.
Congratulations, Azra!

The photo (below) shows Azra alongside her winning painting,
together with Farzana (in blue). Azra is unassuming and quiet
and she loves to paint. The Toyota Art Contest is open to all

7 young people below the age
of 15 "to encourage and inspire
creativity in children who are our
future." The theme: Your Dream
Car.

Farzana wrote: "When Azra
received her award she began
ptocry. Itis all about our Team
work. Runner-up prizes were
2 also presented to two other
¥ students, Ashban and Umair."

% As summer heat increased in
= May and temperatures soared,
the Toyota Company gave a gift
S of an air cooler to Agape Home.

Agape Home is one of six Homes and Centres that are
supported by Starfish Asia for orphans, children with
special needs and children from dysfunctional, very poor or
disadvantaged families.

did for one of the least of
severely disabled these brothers and sisters of was one of the first projects we began

mine, you did for me!
She attends the Jesus in the Bible (Matthew 25:40) next to the Starfish Pakistan office in

The CGA Home for Special Children

to support in 2004. Led by Pastor Igbal
and his family, it is now situated right

Lahore.

A mixed collection of young people, all with learning difficulties,
live in the home. They are full of vitality and enthusiasm, a joy to
be with. They love to dance to loud Pakistani cinema tunes and
to wake up the neighbourhood with their early morning praise.

-
SR

Agape Home has a large banner on the wall,
which summarizes how we feel about
young people with special needs.

Don't just see my legs not running.
Don't just see my hands not working.
Don't just see my mouth not talking.
These broken pieces are not me.

See instead the light in my eyes;

See instead my loving soul;

See instead my thinking mind;
These inner pieces are the real me.




Schools Speech Competition "l lost hope ..."

On 15t May, amidst a display of patriotism and celebration, ! Rebecca Anwer wrote: "l lost
Starfish Pakistan launched the second Schools Speech . hope of getting an education
Competition in Lahore. 17 Christian schools participated, after the sudden death of my
before an invited audience and competition judges, each . father. We are 10 siblings, and we
sending two (Junior and Senior) students to give a 3-minute i ‘g "2 struggled to meet our daily needs.
speech on a selected topic. "Then | was told by a relative
- i / that Starfish helps needy young

= . people. | am now doing a Mid-
wifery course with the help of a Starfish scholarship. | am excit-
ed and will complete my course in 9 months, when | can get a
job to earn to help my family.

"Thank you, Starfish, for helping my dream come true."
Aiming high
Azeeqa's ambition is to join
| Pakistan's Foreign Office. She
has been studying since 2014
with help from a Starfish Asia

scholarship, doing her MSc and
then her MPhil. Now we have

Thirty-four speeches, given with passion 5 :
and confidence, impressed the judges and : <= promised to help her prepare for
all who attended (see some of them on the Starfish Asia e o ez her Civil Service exams.

Facebook page). Amid great enthusiasm, the Judges finally
gave the First Prize to Manahil from Ghauri Wisdom School.

So little to achieve so much

The Starfish Asia Scholarship Awards are now supporting
about 180 young people who want to study further but
cannot afford the fees. 25 students are doing vocational
courses in mechanical engineering, architecture, etc. Others
are studying for higher academic qualifications.
An average monthly scholarship costs

approx. GBP£15 / USD $20/SGD $27
Some fees are considerably higher, others lower.

Our aim: To build confidence and courage in the lives of Our aim: To help young Pakistani Christians who are
this generation of Pakistan's Christian children. To give capable and ambitious to reach their potential and fulfil
them the belief that they can succeed in life. their dreams — to support their families and their society.

www.facebook.com/starfishasia www.starfishasia.com
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v giving hope to the children of Pakistan
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