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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

And (God said,
\ “| et there be lght » and there was llght

Jesus

Tlnc true light that gives light to everyone

was coming into the world.

* BIBLE: Genesis 1:3 and Gospel of John 1:9

To reflect God's greatest gift — the
gift of His Son our Saviour — we
send this appeal at Christmas.

Wherever we go among God's
people in Pakistan, wherever we
visit schools, meet the staff, play
games with the children, we get this
appeal: "Please help us to do more
for our teachers."

The greatest opportunity we have
this Christmas is to promise better
rewards to those who live to serve
the next generation. We do not
accept that teachers should work so
hard for £20 (US $30) a month. We
do not accept that children should
go to school without books.

Please help us to do more to
support those who do so much for
their own people.



A focus on
teachers

With a special focus on the
training of teachers, in October
Geraldine Lee came from
Singapore, where she leads the
work of Starfish Asia. Working
very closely alongside Kashi, she

led three teachers' workshops, raising
standards and inspiring enthusiasm. Here is her report.

&6 With God's help, Kashi and | were able to conduct three

3-day workshops on Early Math and Lesson Planning i
Lahore, Gujranwala and Karachi. Anser also contributed a
valuable session on Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities &
Threats (SWOT). In total we had 90 teachers coming from 20
different Christian schools.

It has been especially
encouraging to hear | /
from some of the ¥ '
teachers that they;
have been able to &
put the lessons they g
learned into practice.
Kashi now plans to
conduct the same
workshops for more
teachers.

"Proud to be a Pakistani
and Christian"

y Zeeshan Laba is a Magistrate in
Faisalabad, Pakistan’s third largest
city He is also a close friend of
Starfish Pakistan. His story is an
inspiration to young Pakistani
Christians and will be featured
in the career guidance booklet
that we are currently preparing.

Zeeshan comes from a Christian
family in central Punjab. His parents were
illiterate, poor and hard-working. “l am from a humble back-
ground,” he says. “My mother and father were labourers,
doing a simple job. My mother didn’t even know how to
apply for a job — but she always encouraged me to go for it!”

Zeeshan did just that. He worked his way through school and
college, took civil service exams — and was promoted. We
asked him some questions.

Many people hold a negative view of the status of
Christians in Pakistan. What is your view?

We have a lot of opportunities. | am totally opposed to those
who say that Pakistan is an impossible place for Christians. We
need to make up our minds:‘Yes, | can do it!" Of course there are
problems, but not enough to stop someone who is determined.
If you have the urge to succeed, you will definitely succeed.

We had also the privilege of two visitors from Singapore,
Dr. Shanthini Lee and Claire Lee joined us. Together we conducted
several music camps in four schools. 1382 children took part
and were blessed with special food and snacks through the
generosity of Starfish friends in Singapore. 39

Dr. Shanthini shared ...

"It is a challenge to work in an environment where electricity
supply is unpredictable, space is a constraint and it is hot
and dusty. Through it all the children were cheerful and very
welcoming of these "unusual visitors".

Our Christmas appeal covers two areas
of urgent need — an opportunity to

SH
STREIR bless whole Christian communities
Christmas * Text books for the new school year
appea' * Provision to raise teachers' salaries

Please help if you can

Kashi commented...

&& We had 90 teachers in our

sessions and | saw that none
was bored. They have learnt
some very basic skills. And now
2 they are using all these practices
in their classrooms.

Several teachers already sent
me pictures of their classrooms
where | can see their children in
action. They are also calling me
and asking for more help.

Q. What was your inspiration?

My mother always encouraged me to go for it. She is my
inspiration. When | first applied for the exam | had no idea how
to do it. | struggled hard. | worked hard and now | am here.

&. Is there prejudice against Christians in your society?

“Yes, there is a bias — but not as much as many think. | always tell
young people that this is written in the Bible. Jesus Christ said
there would be problems. Stay happy with that — these things
can never stop you if you have courage.

Q. Are you proud to be a Pakistani Christian?

Definitely. | am a patriotic Christian. | am proud to be a Pakistani
and a Christian. If God has put me in Pakistan then | should
work for Pakistan, share my testimony and share my services for
Pakistan. My position in Pakistan should benefit my community,
because God has placed me here.

&, What future do you see for Christians in Pakistan?

I am an optimist. Our community has
a bright future. When | was young, 25
years ago, things were very different.
Today young people are beginning to
realise the importance of education.
| would encourage Starfish Pakistan
also — our joint efforts are surely
bringing about a change.

My father was a sweeper. | am a
Magistrate. One factor: Education
— and the right guidance. This will
transform our society.



Kerstin has been visiting the
as. sSchools and homes of
. Starfish Pakistan since our
"\ beginning in 2003. On her
| recent visit she was asked
to consider: "What does
success look like?" This is
her reflection.

The road to success may be
narrow, but not always straight. From
a modest beginning in 2003 until now 2017, there has been
huge progress, but also some disappointments and failures. A
couple of hundred children in a few schools has become 7,000
in 33 schools and another 600 schools and 70,000 children on
the database.

So what are the triumphs and encouragements?

| was encouraged by
M the difference the

teacher training over
the last few vyears has
made in the vision and
attitude of the teachers.
Every teacher | talked to :
said that the training this M.
summer taught them |
to be friends with the eSS -
children and that has made all the difference to the children’s
attitude.

appreciate the value of education and are willing to pay

r | was encouraged to see that parents are beginning to
fees according to their ability.

The Gospel school
M which started with

a few children on a
damp floor now occupies
a purpose-built school
with more than 300
children and a 100%
success rate in Matric f
passes. The photo shows
Shamshad  with his
successful Matric students.

With godly leadership Shamshad and Rubina also look after 15
happy boys in the Gospel Care Home.

The Holy Shepherd pg
M Grammar School in

Karachi faces some
impossible problems with
overcrowding, cracks in
the walls of the building,
staff problems (few want
to travel to this crime- .
ridden, Taliban-infested "
area), yet the school *
produced 29 successful Matric students. It was a pr|V|Iege to
hear them share their dreams and hopes.

Is this what success looks like?
(This has been God's blessing in 2017)

Sanna and Rabia
M came from a family

of brick kiln workers
and were rescued from
begging when their
father died. Now, after
9 years in Abba Home,
Sanna is a midwifery
student and next year
Rabia, together with
Tabitha and Nafiza (pictured), will do her Matric and then
hopes to do nursing.

Let me also mention a few of the Scholarship students | met:

+ Komal is now a lawyer (still studying), Shelley has finished
her PhD, Shania her MPhil.

+ Rafagat from Kingdom of Heaven School has passed his
BSc and Asif his MEd, both from poor families.

¢ Sunny Khalid graduated from
Holy Shepherd Grammar School,
then received a scholarship to
study auto mechanics in CTTC,
Gujranwala. He graduated with
an A grade and has now taken
over his father's workshop. He
earns a good salary. His face
lights up when he tells how he
grew spiritually during his time at CTTC.

These are just a few examples. Everyone has triumphed over
difficult circumstances. Many more need our support and our
prayers.

The year in numbers

We have provided regular support to 33
Christian schools:
¢ 9 Primary schools
¢ 24 Middle or High Schools
¢ 7,000 students attend these schools
¢ 77 students passed their matric exam from
our schools in 2017 (25 with A or B grade)

We have supported 7 homes and centres for
orphaned, disabled or disadvantaged Christian
children

191 teachers have attended training workshops

We have given material help, books, furniture
and/or teacher training to 27 other schools

We have given scholarships to 130 young people
for further study or vocational training

We have maintained low overhead costs. 93% of
income is sent to Pakistan for the support of all
schools, homes and projects (scholarships, books,
Bibles, furniture, teachers' magazine and training).
Designated gifts go in full to the projects for which
they have been given.



Model Christian RIS IEH 6
Schools of Pakistan

. lan Pratt is from the
The 2016 Christian Schools Survey For a Better World, opened up a FiySe; Wight. He is

world of opportunity for us to raise the standards and accessibility PYSEPEIRENTISIE
to education for a generation of Christian children in Pakistan. The N ttle[Z1e] [ ==

challenge in 2018 is to grasp the opportunity to change their world. Ul AR T
trains and flowers

We have been moved by visits to many of £ ' — and recently
the schools contacted through our Schools . i Sl ctired from his %

Survgy. We have W'ltness.ed hgr(.)lc attempts to job as a lawyer. )
provide an education with minimal resources = k- e ) . _
— classrooms with no lights or fans, children - e~ <y When friends heard ”t -

on the floor in ragged clothes, teachers | was going to Pakistan,
working with little reward. they reacted: 'Why? That is a risky place to visit!'"

££ | was aware of Pakistan's reputation, but | still
felt | should go. On arrival in Lahore | felt an
immediate bond with Anser, Starfish Pakistan's

Take for example the New Life School
outside Lahore (see photo). The school is run
by a pastor with a small dedicated team of teachers serving the
Christian children in their village. They have no furniture, tiny salaries, few books director, and with Kashi his wife. They were
or other facilities — but plenty of ambition and vision. This month someone has  [MESSICISIERR LA TL Rt [ CRNC I CH1Y

agreed to support this school and to enable it to become a Model School. committed to the task of educating the children
of the Christian minority in their country.

The Starfish Pakistan Model School programme We travelled together for three days 800 miles

In 2018 we are launching a Model School standard, aiming at certain levels of  RE RSN ZoN T o= s Te MRS Co1 s Terats = AUl 11
excellence for all schools that we support. This is our ambition also for more  ETEYE T eRT YW AT SeT Y TR EeVi ol 1o I R ela e | [
schools, such as the New Life School, when we are ready to support them. We BB S vt Ii N sty gl ATeTo Ik ol Vo) o I Lo AT 0e [ o Vs
will work with them to achieve a Certificate of Model School Excellence. Sleeping on the roof of a house in Khanpur was

Standards required will touch many aspects of supported schools, including: JEISSRERETRS L[Sl TeAE BRI o<1 Te el Ty}
* Legal registration early by the call to prayer and the flies.

Monitored teacher improvement

Closer parent-teacher relations

Prioritised fee collection

Regular progress evaluation

The welcome we received at each of the schools
we visited was amazing and very humbling.
My lasting impression was of an all-pervading
over-crowded Islamic nation with some extreme
poverty — and yet some wonderful and deeply
committed Christians making a real difference
through sacrifice and perseverance. Happily, |
felt safe almost all the time | was in Pakistan.

*
*
*
*

In turn we will guarantee:
+ Improved school facilities
¢ School furniture
* Good text books, lesson plans
and Bible curriculum books
* Teacher training and adequate
teachers' salaries

www.facebook.com/starfishasia www.starfishasia.com

| certainly plan to return. And yes... 1 did take a lot
of photos of both birds and people. 99
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Tell us you care!

O Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that

giving hope to the children of Pakistan

need my help. Send me more information. UK donors only, Please Note:
0 1enclose a gift of £/$__ forStarfish Asia. E%E%ﬂ-?-'gg While we guarantee that donations to specific
projects will go in full to the nominated project,
Name: any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme
Address: will be used at the Trustees' discretion.

Starfish Asia (UK)
Registered UK Charity No. 1099672, in Scotland OSCR No. SC046364

32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE
Email: mike@starfishasia.com

Starfish Asia (USA)

Advancing Native Missions (code: 470SFA)
P.O. Box 5303, Charlottesville, VA 22905

tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

Postal code / Zip code
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY—KKCU-SGZC

Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to: Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.0. Box 5303,
Charlottesville, VA 22905, USA

In Singapore, contact: Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.

887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

DATA PROTECTION ACT, 1998. Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in connection
with its charitable purposes. It will not make your details available to other organisations.

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887
Email: geraldine@starfishasia.com




