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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

What does the 
future hold 

for Neha?

NEHA SHOULD 
NOT BE WORKING 
AT THE BRICK KILN

We protest:
Give her back 
her childhood!

Imran and Farzana oversee the 
Agape Home day-care centre for 
disabled children in the Christian 
colony of Youhannabad, supported 
by Starfish Asia. Imran is also an 
evangelist with a special concern 
for Christians working on the 
brick kilns. It is a pastoral ministry 
and he has also opened five one-
room schools. Farzana writes:

“Four years ago Imran went to a 
village and met Neha and her 
family. After his work on the brick 
kiln Neha’s father, Shoukat Akbar, 
now joins Imran for evangelism 
and teaching.”

They are a family of five and the 
children work alongside their parents 
in making bricks. In the evening 
Neha (aged 6) attends the small 
school opened by Imran in her 
home. She can now read. She is the 
oldest and she has two brothers. 
The family recently sought help 
from Imran and Farzana at Agape 
Home when Neha's younger brother 
fell from the roof of his house and 
was badly injured.



My dream ...
Najma Bashir is in class 3.

"I attended a private school, but my parents 
could not afford the school fees and 
the cost of books, so I left. I was very 
disappointed. Then in my church I 
heard that Star Public School was giving 
education to poor Christian children. 
I got  admission there. Now I have free 
education and I am enjoying a Christian 
atmosphere. My dream is to become a 
teacher at Star Public School."

In trouble for being Christian
Prince Nadeem is in Class 1.

"I studied in a Government school, but 
the teacher told me that I must sit in a 
separate place because I was a Christian. 
My father spoke to the teacher, but it 
made no difference, so he took me out 
of school. He found a Christian school 
but he could not afford the big fees. 
Finally he found Star Public School and 
now he brings me every day by motorbike. 
My brother and sister also got admission. 
We are really enjoying this Christian school."

A rudimentary education
Starfish Asia supports Imran and Farzana to run 
Agape Home for disabled children in Lahore.  We are at 
present unable to support the small school for brick kiln 
workers' children opened by Imran in Neha's home. Its 
facilities are very limited, but it meets a fundamental 
need of children that want to escape the despair of 
illiteracy. 
Imran has opened five such schools, teaching 120 poor 
Christian children to read and write and do simple sums. 
They provide an opportunity for village children to step 
onto the ladder of hope. 

Shazia (being prayed for by Imran) 
has a strong faith in Christ. Her great 
desire?   To go to school, especially 
so that she can read and study the 
Bible. May her prayer be answered.

The sad life of brick kiln workers
Pakistan's brick makers live a hard life with few rewards. Many 
of them are Christians and among the poorest of the poor. Brick 
kiln workers labour for up to 12 hours a day, often in the blazing 
sun. A family, including the children, can make 1,000 bricks on 
a good day, for which they are paid about £4 (US $6). When it 
rains they cannot work and so earn nothing. That is when the 
kiln owners advance loans at exorbitant interest, thus enslaving 
the workers by a debt that can take many years to repay.

At school, the privileged few ...

The Christian Schools Survey
What next?

The Survey teams have finished their work. 
They have returned completed survey 
questionnaires from more than 700 schools. 
Now begins analysis of the data and 
preparation of the report.
We expect to find that many of the schools surveyed are in 
urgent need of training for their teachers, improved salaries 
and other support.  Many will be seeking to provide basic 
help to desperately poor communities, just like those that 
Imran is working with in brick kiln villages. Their needs will be 
far beyond our ability to help, but for the grace of God.

   Telephone contact is being 
made with all the schools 
surveyed to verify details and 
establish a relationship.

   Schools will be invited to join
the newly formed Association 
of Christian Teachers.

   The first issue of a magazine 
for Christian teachers will be 
printed in August and sent 
to all the Christian teachers 
in schools that request it. We 
plan to print 3,000 copies.

Star Public School
Thanks to the generosity of a UK church, Starfish Asia is now 
supporting the Star Public School in Toba Tek Singh. It is a 
primary school with 50 children in four classes. Ameir writes 
about his school: "Street children are getting an education 
and growing in the Word of God.  These children are living 
with a purpose in their lives and with a goal to work towards..."  

These are the men who have 
worked to gather data for the 
Survey.  They received training 
in January and have now 
finished their task, visiting 
schools all over Pakistan.



United States Commission on 
    International Religious Freedom

TEACHING INTOLERANCE IN PAKISTAN
A study conducted for USCIRF by the Pakistan-based 

NGO Peace and Education Foundation (PEF)

“Public school textbooks, which reach over 41 million 
children, portray religious minorities in a negative and 

stereotypical manner, offering an Islam-centered perspective 
as the only valid and rational school of thought.”

This was the finding of a report published in 2016 on 
Religious Bias in Public School Textbooks. It found that 
“textbooks negatively portray religious minorities and teach 
bias, distrust, and inferiority”.   It is disturbing reading for 
Pakistan’s minorities, and emphasizes the urgent need for 
school curriculum reform.  
The full report can be downloaded from:  www.uscirf.gov/ 

School books for 
7,000 children

Thanks to your help, we have once again provided school 
text books to 7,000 children, to help them in study for the 
coming school year. We have again provided books with the 
minimum of political and religious bias — and also given 
free Bible curriculum books, which for the first time are 
available in English and Urdu from Class 1 to 5 (see below). 

An adventure in 
training teachers
Geraldine Lee directs the work of Starfish Asia in 

Singapore. As an experienced pre-primary school 
teacher, her passion has been to improve the 
standards of teaching practice in Pakistan's 

Christian schools. Kashi, wife of Anser Javed and 
Academic Co-ordinator of Starfish Pakistan, spent two weeks 
in Singapore in February, followed by a month with Geraldine 
in Pakistan. Here is Geraldine's  report:

Kashi and I started our adventure together in 2013 with 
one Playgroup in St James School.  We wanted to create 

a conducive learning classroom, together with the teachers. We 
stripped the classroom bare and washed the walls, doors, tables 
and chairs. We then explored different ways to put up displays 
and rearrange seating to allow children more floor space to 
‘work in’.  Amazingly, both children and teachers began to take 
care of their classroom — actually putting trash into bins!

In 2014, our quest led us to a three-day workshop with teachers 
from two schools, exploring the ‘Language Experience 
Approach’ to teaching literacy to young children. What a 
blessing to see teachers working in small groups, attempting to 
develop appropriate lesson plans.  It gave us new ideas.

In March 2016 Kashi and I worked on lesson plans with 40 
teachers from more schools in Lahore. We had ambitious goals 
for our workshop, but the Lord had other plans.  I was sick for 
a day and Kashi had the entire day on her own.  This led to a 
revised plan for the workshop and some very encouraging 
feedback and sharing from the teachers.  

The adventure continued when Kashi took the workshop to 
other teachers outside Lahore.  Together with Anser, she spent 
three weekends in Gujranwala with 38 teachers from five 
schools.  One teacher, one classroom, one school at a time.

We are trusting the Lord to train teachers to provide meaningful 
learning experiences for children in our schools.  God willing, 
we are planning another teachers’ workshop later in the year.  
Pray with us for God’s plan and provision.



Life-long learning
Instead of flying between Lahore and Karachi, 
Anser and I took the sleeper train into the 

stifling heat of Hyderabad to visit PEP (Primary 
Education Project), an organisation with similar aims to 
our own.  In a spirit of mutual co-operation it was refresh-
ing to consider their ways of operating.  Some of what 
they do in their schools in areas like Sanitation, Savings 
schemes and e-learning are very interesting, as were their 
methods of teacher training and payment of staff salaries.  
We need to continually be open to new ideas.



In shared grief with the victims of 
the bomb blast on 

Easter Day 2016
An organization in India, Aaghaz-e-Dosti 
(aaghazedosti.wordpress.com/), works to 
build bridges between schools in India 
and Pakistan. After the tragic Easter Day 
bombing that killed 73 people in an 
amusement park in Lahore, a school in Mumbai sent friend-
ship cards to the students of the Ghauri Wisdom High School, 
which is supported by Starfish Asia.  Anser and Kashi Javed 
attended this moving ceremony.

An Indian daily newspaper, The Hindu, 
reported the event under the heading, 
To Lahore with Love:

In a heartening gesture of solidarity, 40 
students from Class 7 of Mumbai's Ecole 
Mondiale World School, gathered to 
make cards to be sent to Ghauri Wisdom 
High School in Youhanabad, one of 

the Christian neighbourhoods affected by the suicide 
bombing in Lahore on Easter Sunday.

Armed with chart paper, crayons, and sketch pens, the students 
wrote messages of strength and support for the friends, family, and 
teachers of Sharoon Patras, a Class 7 student from Ghauri Wisdom 
High School who died in the attack at Lahore's Gulshan-e-Iqbal 
Park during the celebrations. His elder brother, Irfan Patras, a Class 
8 student, was severely injured, and is currently recuperating.
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    Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help. Send me more information.

□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia
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Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                          Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia, 3230 Seagraves Mill Road, Hull, GA. 30646  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd. 
			   887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887
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         "Divided by 
          countries ...        
    United by peace. 
You are not alone."

Applying lessons
After his recent visit to Pakistan Ian reported that 

he spoke to a head teacher who had attended 
our teacher training in February. He asked him how he was 
putting into practice what he had learned. "Do you mean we 
are supposed to do those things in our school?" he replied.

Fortunately that teacher is an exception. Offering training is 
wonderful, but of little use unless it is practised.  "It was great 
to see evidence of what is happening on my recent visit," 
wrote Ian.

"Amazing Grace School had transformed their record-keeping 
systems following the Head Teachers’ training in February.  We 
were very impressed by the extensive signs of systematic change 
which they were able to show us.  

"And it’s not only the Head Teachers: when we paid a surprise visit 
to Light School in Sheikhupura we found one teacher educating 
her class using exactly the method which she had been taught 
by Anser and Kashi when they had trained the teachers a few 
months earlier.  I’m not sure whether Anser or the teacher was 
more delighted!"

The cross 
over Karachi

Last year, following what he 
believed God had told him 
to do, a Karachi businessman 
began building a massive 
concrete cross 140 feet high 
— the largest in Asia — to act 
as an inspiration to Pakistan’s 
downtrodden Christians to 
look to God and have hope that 
things can get better. It now 
towers above a major Karachi 
thoroughfare, and although some Christians have expressed 
concern that it could be a provocation, it doesn’t appear to have 
been so. It stands as an extraordinary sign of hope for Pakistan’s 
Christians.

"We are with you.
Stay strong."


