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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

In February Starfish Asia arranged four days of training 
for head teachers from 30 Christian schools. They came 
from many parts of the country — some serving small 
primary schools in brick kiln communities, some leading 
a team of teachers in city slums. All were committed to 
aim higher and to improve their teaching skills.

These were the leaders, taking the lessons they learned 
back to their schools and communities. They returned 
home to inspire their fellow teachers with new ideas and 
higher ambitions. They are the people who will inspire 
the next generation of Pakistan’s Christians.

For three days the sessions — interactive, entertaining, 
instructive — were led by a team from the ITA Institute 
of Professional Learning. On the fourth day, sessions 
focused on issues that specially affect Christians, the 
teaching of the Bible and the problems of religious bias in 
education. On this day sessions were led by Steve Curran 
from the UK and Anser Javed from Starfish Pakistan.

equipping teachers to

inspire a generation



The greatest gift 
we can give to 

Pakistan’s Christians
In March we will again provide 
school text books to about 
7,000 children in 45 schools. 
It is vital that we choose the 
best books for each school, as 
without good books students 
cannot study well.

But the greatest gift we can give is to equip the 
teachers whose skill, knowledge and example will guide 
and inspire the students in the coming school year. To 
train, encourage and reward Christian teachers is one of 
our highest priorities.
Dr. Steve Curran, who directs the work of AE Tuition in 
England (www.aetuition.co.uk), has been to Pakistan 
many times. Again in February he came to teach, advise 
and bless our schools. Steve Curran writes:

I was privileged to attend the four-day teacher training 
conference organised by Anser for head teachers and 

principals from Starfish Asia schools. The excellent national 
educational initiative, the Institute of Professional 
Learning, was engaged to lead the programme, 
which they organised extremely well.  Lectures 
were carefully balanced with interactive tasks 
and group work. In particular, Kasim (one of 
the course leaders), was outstanding in his 
delivery. It was obvious that, as well as 
learning how to run a school, those taking 
part had a great deal of fun.

There were many highlights: school heads 
were able to share their challenges with other 
colleagues — and looked for solutions; there 
was clear direction on managing curriculum issues; 

The Christian Schools Survey
The biggest question

PROGRESS UPDATE

Survey teams gathered in Lahore for training from the  
ASER team in early January and began their school visits 
as soon as they returned back to their areas. Their survey 
forms have been arriving at the Starfish Pakistan office. To 
the end of February about 300 schools had been surveyed. 
According to our criteria the Survey only covers schools

  with a Christian Director and majority Christian staff
  with more than 50 students, at least 50% Christians
  serving the poor with no other access to schooling 
  charging monthly fees of not more than £3 / $5

The survey will continue to the end of April. We now expect 
to discover more than 500 schools providing education to 
Christian children. Most of these schools will have untrained 
teachers on very low salaries, few facilities, books or school 
furniture.

What next? How can we use the survey results to 
improve the standards in all these schools?

The Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) for 2015 was published in 
December, giving data on the 
overall state of education 
in Pakistan. It is available 
online at:
www.aserpakistan.org

  These are some of our ideas:
  To form a  Christian Teachers’ Association and  
   invite the teachers of all the schools we have
   surveyed to join. Teacher training will be a priority.
  To launch a quarterly magazine for Christian 

      teachers, to be edited by a well qualified Christian 
            teacher and writer.
  To send the five-year Bible curriculum  free to 
     all the Christian schools surveyed.

most of all, participants were helped to develop an ambitious 
school development plan. It was clear that by the end of the 
process most had been considerably encouraged and had 
renewed their vision — realizing they were not alone in their 
struggle to teach disadvantaged children in their society.

I shared in the final day of the training with Anser and Mike. This 
gave us an opportunity to address the special issues of running 
a Christian school in a predominately Islamic Society. 

 Anser spoke of his vision for Starfish Asia and how schools 
and teachers could work together to advance educational 
opportunity for the Christian children of Pakistan. 

 Mike introduced the series of books he has written for the 
    Christian curriculum and outlined the importance of model-

ling Christian values in both teaching and example. 

 Anser and I took a particular topic from one of  
  the books to show how it might be used as a 

  resource to construct a lesson. This was very  
 well received and helped round off the 
    conference on a very positive note. 

  More than anything, my involvement in this 
 conference indicated how far Starfish Asia has 

developed over the years since it was founded. 
God has wrought amazing changes through his 

many servants in Pakistan.







Dreaming big dreams

Just imagine! Imagine a building rising in the corner of 
this plot — two stories high. Five classrooms on each 
level, staff room, music room, washrooms, office. The 
land belongs to the Assembly of God Church in You-
hannabad, Lahore. The dream is in the heart of Zenobia, 
Pastor Stephen’s wife, who runs the Light School.
Mike attended the church in February. At the end of the service 
Stephen announced that building work would begin in the
following week. “Hallelujah!” thought Mike, “they must have 
received some funds.” The building of a new school is an urgent 
project to which we are fully committed.

They do have some funds from local believers — enough to dig 
the foundations. The dream and the faith of the community will 
build this school. Can we help them? We must.

The Light School is an oasis of hope for 160 students from 
Nursery to Class 6. Attached to the Church, the school gives 
a good education and regular Bible teaching to the children.

At the launch of the UNDP Human Development 
report in December, Helen Clark affirmed:

“There can be no doubt that history will judge 
2015 to be a remarkably important year for 

setting global development-related agendas.”
She concluded that the Report “is an urgent call to tackle 
one of the world’s great development challenges — 
providing enough decent work and livelihoods for all.”

The sober facts
Pakistan’s population in 2015:  185 million 

of whom 40 million should be in school
(aged between 6 and 14)

Literacy                           Secondary educated
              54.7%                                            33.2%

   92% of children enrol in Primary School. 
   Few stay long in school. Average years of schooling 

is the 7th worst in the world, lower than Afghanistan.
   Only 10% study beyond High School.
   The Government spends only 2.5% of GDP 
      on education — a lower proportion than South 

Sudan, Zimbabwe or the Central African Republic

The full Report can be found at: http://hdr.undp.org/

We are proud to announce the launch of

STARFISH ASIA
in Scotland

OSCR No. SC046364

Ian and Fiona will be based in Scotland from April this year 
and their home will be a new northern hub for Starfish 
Asia.  If you are an existing supporter in the northern half 
of the UK, they would love to meet you. Please do invite 
them to speak at a meeting in your church or prayer group.

They are interested to explore ways of expanding our support 
base — not just on the Scottish side of the border but in 
northern England and Northern Ireland too.  If that’s where 
you are and you have ideas, time, energy or resources, please 
don’t be shy:  talk to them about how to spread the word. 

Ian / Fiona Anderson
Starfish Asia, Flat 2F1 

147 Dalkeith Road 
Edinburgh EH16 5HQ

 0131 2585693
  ian@starfishasia.com

          fiona@starfishasia.com

Gifts for Pakistan may be sent to 
them or to the usual Beckenham 

address — cheques payable to 
Starfish Asia. 

Security alerts!
Since the massacre at the Bacha Khan University in January, 
in which 22 people died, the authorities are demanding 
greater security for all schools and colleges. In addition to 
razor wire and CCTV cameras, schools are now required to 
have two guards with guns. The Punjab Police have rated two 
village schools supported by us in the highest risk category.

This is the gun licence granted to 
one city school that we support. 
Here is our dilemma: Should we 
provide funds for guns, armed 
guards and sand-bags? Several 
schools in Punjab have been 
suspended for lack of adequate 
security. This is Pakistan today.



What future for
 these children?

These are some of the fifty Christian children from a community 
of brick kiln workers at a small village near Lahore. Starfish Asia 
friends Asif and Dona, take a Sunday School class for them 
every week. Though there is no Christian school nearby, a few 
have learned to read and write at a Muslim school. Steve Curran 
enjoyed giving them a Bible lesson during his visit. What is the 
future for these children? They will probably become workers 
on the brick kiln — unless someone can open a school for them.

                  Children with hope

    

    

 STARFISH 
     ASIA 

Starfish Asia (UK)
Registered UK Charity No. 1099672, in Scotland OSCR No. SC046364

32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE
Email: mike@starfishasia.com

Flat 2F1, 147 Dalkeith Road, Edinburgh EH16 5HQ
Email: ian@starfishasia.com

Starfish Asia (USA)
3230 Seagraves Mill Road, Hull, GA. 30646, USA

tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

Email: geraldine@starfishasia.com

    Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help. Send me more information.

□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia

Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                          Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia, 3230 Seagraves Mill Road, Hull, GA. 30646  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd. 
			   887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

DATA PROTECTION ACT, 1998. Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in connection 
with its charitable purposes. It will not make your details available to other organisations.

 www.starfishasia.com

Starfish Asia is a member of the 
Fundraising Standards Board

giving hope to the children of Pakistan

UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

Re-launching
the challenge!

“I’d like to try putting my feet up 
and watching the world go by...”

Not perhaps what we expected when we launched the 
challenge to raise £500 (by any means) for the poor in Pakistan. 
But we enjoyed the humour and the cheque that came with it.  

Others were more energetic, climbing mountains, running 
fun runs and marathons, writing and selling books 
— and Matthew’s amazing 100 km cycle ride on an 

exercise bike while severely disabled 
with dystonia.

On 24th April Andrew, a vicar from 
Blackburn, will run the London 
Marathon. Please support him at:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AndrewRaynes

Don’t be too daunted by the £500 target!   Even if you don’t 
achieve the full amount, you’ll have some fun, we’ll be grateful 

and poor children will benefit for the rest of their lives.

What can you do to give hope to 
Christian children in Pakistan?

Even if you put your feet up and watch the world go by ...
please contact Ian at ian@starfishasia.com

What a contrast therefore to witness the confidence and hope 
in the faces of other schools for brick kiln workers’ children. The 
Friends Schools in Su-e-Asal and Rasoolpura, also supported by 
AE Tuition, are preparing a generation of children with a future.


