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Read the inspiring story of the Marjorie School of Hope




The Friday Times is a leading Pakistani
weekly paper, very much on the cutting
edge of national events. In the 17th July
issue an article addressed the issue of
CURRICULUM REFORM. This is an extract.

A complete curriculum reform would allow all
Pakistani schools using government textbooks
to follow an international level curriculum that
encourages analytical and critical thinking ...

But how realistic is this in a
country where the net primary
enrollment is only 57 percent,
and primary school completion
rate is 50 percent? Pakistan’s
educational systemis drowning
in problems:

Pakistan’s
educational
system is
drowning in
problems

51 percent of schools function without electricity,
36 percent have no drinking water, 42 percent
of schools are missing a toilet, and 35 percent of
schools have no boundary walls. There are 8252
ghost schools across the country, according to a
recent Supreme Court survey. Is costly curriculum
reform a“luxury” Pakistan cannot afford?

Pakistan allocates just 2.14% of GDP to education
— roughly 10% of government spending. Mean-
while, Pakistan spends 3.5% of its GDP on defence.

See: http://www.thefridaytimes.com/tft/curriculum-
reform-in-pakistan-moving-to-action/
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Ending bonded labour

In an article on the fight to end bonded labour
the Pakistani daily paper DAWN wrote about
the tragic fate of brick kiln workers:

18 August 2015

The longer he works, the larger his debt grows.
Labourers in rural Pakistan get lured into working
at one of the 20,000 brick kilns in the country by
accepting small loans in exchange for working
there for a short period of time. Once cornered
into the vicious cycle, it is next to impossible to
find their way out as their debt keeps increasing.
The workers are forced to do the job until the day
they die; even then, the debt is not forgiven. It is
passed on to their children.

Although technically illegal, the voices of these
workers go unheard as Pakistan's rural areas are
laced with corruption.

My vision for the

deprived and the poor

In May one of our donors gave a generous gift. In memory of his
mother, he offered finance for two schools each to be known as the

| grew up in a brick kiln workers’ family

and spent most of my childhood years
playing with mud at the brick kiln. | have
six siblings — 3 brothers and 3 sisters. My
parents are brick kiln workers.

| attended Muslim schools for my education.
After Matriculation | started working in
a factory to help my family financially.
During my work there | lost two fingers
when they were caught in a machine. On
my way home from the hospital the van
had an accident. | survived that too.

As | was recovering, | heard the story of
the founder of the Colgate company, who
gave 90% of his salary to the work of the
Lord. | was blessed and encouraged by this
story and decided to work hard in the field
and prayed to the Lord to keep me busy.
| vowed to give 10% of my income to the
church and 10% to the poor and needy.

At the same time, while | was recovering
from my injuries | watched the children
running in the muddy streets and working
with their parents at the brick kiln, and |
decided to open a school for them. Half the
people in our area work on the brick kiln.
The rest are working in the fields or in local
factories.

My vision is to provide education to the deprived and poor children in my

Marjorie School of Hope. This is the story of Arif Rasheed, whose
school is now benefitting from this gift.

Arif's school, now named the
Marjorie School of Hope, has

seen some big changes in
recent weeks. New classrooms
have been constructed and
new furniture purchased. The
teachers’ salaries have been

increased. Arif's dream is being
realized and his community giv-
en new hope. 165 Christian chil-
dren study at the school.

community. | also want to work for the elderly, who get no help from their
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children, and to work for the needs of widows and their children.

—  Makhan Colony is named after Arif’s
_ grandfather, Makhan Masih. This is Arif’s
~_ mother making bricks. It is an honourable
~~ business, though workers are poorly paid,
work very hard and are often exploited.



Success and struggle
Against all the odds

It is the season for success for some and disappointment
for others. This year 51 students from schools supported
by Starfish Asia passed their matriculation exam.

Farida has been a faithful member of

the Fellowship of Christ for many years.
She worked as a cleaner but due to poor
health can no longer work. Her husband is a
low-paid mason. The family live in a simple
one-room house in a slum area in Lahore.
Her first daughter Sana graduated with top
marks from Lahore Christian High School in
2011. Now Hannah has passed her Matric
and will receive a scholarship to study
further. Her ambition is to become a nurse.

Samreen, a student from the Gospel School, has 3

siblings. Her father and brother work in a factory
on daily wages. She started school in Nursery class and
successfully completed her matriculation. She wants
to be a doctor, because her father is often sick. She also
wants to open a school for poor people.

Moon joined the Gospel school in Nursery Class
and has now completed his Matric. His father is a
low-income labourer. He will receive a scholarship to do
technical training from a local college.

Theresa is a student of Ghauri Wisdom

School. She joined in Class 4 and
passed her matriculation with an A grade.
Her father is unable to work and the family
has struggled hard to survive. Theresa’s two
sisters graduated from Ghauri Wisdom
last year and are continuing their studies.
Theresa will attend the same College and,
as a top student, we are giving her free
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books and uniform as a gift. Her ambition
is to be an Air Hostess.

It has been a hard year for many, especially in Youhannabad. This email
came from Jahanzaib, Principal of Ghauri Wisdom School, expressing his
disappointment at the exam results this year:

Our results stood at 50 percent... not at all satisfactory because our previous
record is near 100 percent every year. There is one major reason: the tragic
massacre of 15t March which caused much fear in Youhannabad. It happened
during the annual examinations and some could not prepare due to the state
of shock.

A very special family

We have mentioned Hanifa and her family in previous reports. The three
girls, Seher, Nosheela and Saba (pictured), were the first students we
supported in the Ghauri Wisdom School in 2004. Two of the girls took
their Matric exam this year, but were not successful. They are determined
to pass and will study Class
10 again. We will continue to
support them as they all want to
become nurses.

Sadly, earlier this year Hanifa
had a stroke. She recovered well,
but on 27t August her husband
died. Two days later Hanifa also
died. The family is devastated.
Please pray for them and

especially for the three girls.

In October we begin a project which we
hope will answer many of the questions
we have about the state of education for
Pakistan’s Christians.

To some extent up to now we have been shooting
in the dark — picking up Starfish whenever
they landed at our feet. In the coming months
we hope to have verifiable data to show us the
extent and the location of the need.

We have received funds to enable us to conduct a
survey to answer some of these questions:

B Where are the schools (and how many are
there) that are accessible and open to
low-income Christians?

B Where are Christian communities that
have no access to suitable schools?

B What special problems and needs face
Christians in their search for dignity, faith
and education?

We have identified 21 of Pakistani Punjab’s 36
Districts that have sizeable Christian populations.
They will be the focus for research teams.
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PUNJAB IN PAKISTAN

The 36 Districts
of Punjab

B shows the Districts
that have significant
Christian communities

We expect to find and survey about 3 - 500 schools
run by Christians for Christians. We expect to find
that most of them are in urgent need of help.

training for the Survey teams J_\
from ASER (Annual Status of

Education Report), a research ASE R
facility of ITA with whom we
have a close working partnership. ASER will also
analyse the data and produce the final report.

What will all this achieve?

«¢ It will link us with many Christian schools
that are in urgent need of help.

+«+ It will enable us to bring help where most
needed.

«»+ It will provide accurate and professional
data on the status of Pakistan’s Christians
— invaluable information both for the
church and for our supporters.

We will receive professional ;,-.|




Community harmony

at the
Holy Shepherd School

30th August was a significant day at the
Holy Shepherd School in Karachi. The
school opened its doors to welcome local
leaders from both the Christian and Muslim
communities.

About 50 attended the meeting, which was
planned and organised by the school leaders. As
Chairman of the school Board, Anser came from
Lahore to attend the function.
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Against all the odds

These children have hope

These are the children of the Agape Home
in Lahore for children with special needs.
Farzana has had a difficult summer. First
it was very hot and they had no fridge or
way to keep cool. Then came the rains.
“The home needs maintenance. Heavy
rain badly damaged our institute.”

Several prominent Muslim  “Peace and

communit}/ leaders addressed harmony in the

the meeting. Amon.g. them communitywill

were the local Administrator . :

of the Jamati-Islami party and continue If‘_Ne

a representative of Jamiyat keep arranging
==~ Ullema-e-Islam. such programs”

During the summer months the Agape day-
centre closed but the work continued. Farzana
visited homes to look for new students. She
gave beauty training to a deaf and dumb girl.
Imran gave computer lessons to a disabled boy.

Moulana Furgan, in charge of
a local mosque, emphasized
that the Holy Quran states
our essential brotherhood.

We have now sent extra funds to buy a fridge and also
provide physiotherapy equipment. We must do more.
Farzana and her small staff go the extra mile to

- Anser closed the meeting by

quoting from the Gospel of Luke
This girl from a village near Kasur wears school = theé commandment to love our neighbour. Lunch
' Uniform but she has no books and attends no Was served to all. Such meetings are essential
school. She is just one of those that Farzana is to build S S for the Christians in the
working to help. May her prayers be answered. community.

children in her community.
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