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The girls of Abba Home

Once again Pakistan’s Christians were shaken by the
realisation of how vulnerable they are. In recent
months not only Christians but people of all faiths have
suffered dreadfully at the hands of violent extremists.
As a minority community Christians feel especially
insecure. For many the future looks very uncertain.
Protection provided by the Government and the Police
often appears to be inadequate and prejudiced.
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News

Sunday March 15 was a bad day for Christians living in
the Lahore suburb of Youhannabad. The two largest
churches were both packed with worshippers and the
morning services were drawing to a close when young
men wearing suicide vests blew themselves up outside
the church gates. Two others opened fire and 15 people
were killed including brave security guards who had
prevented the bombers getting inside the churches.

Starfish Asia supports five projects in Youhannabad.
The Abba Home hostel for girls is located opposite the
Catholic Church that was bombed. Ghauri Wisdom High
School is 100 yards down the street. A former student
was killed by the bomb. In a moving ceremony at the
Starfish Asia partner conference, held just after the
bombings in Youhannabad, we lit candles and prayed
for the families of all who were affected by the tragedy.



A COMMUNITY

Sunday 15 March

The girls at Abba Home were playing in the
courtyard at their house in Youhannabad. It was
Sunday morning, the weather was cool and
sunny. From across the road came the sounds of
worship from St. John's Catholic Church.

Suddenly their peace was disturbed by what
sounded like fireworks, followed by a loud bang.
There were screams and pieces of debris, dust and
small fragments of bloody flesh flew over the gate
and into the courtyard. The girls ran screaming
into their dormitory, traumatised by what had
happened outside their Home. Ashraf and Wilma,
who are parents to the 30 girls, did their best to
comfort them.

The following day Anser Javed from Starfish
Pakistan came to play games with them to take
their minds off the terrible events of the previous
day. A sober calm returned to Abba Home.

Akash Bashir was a student of Ghauri ~

Wisdom High School, just 100 yards away
from St. John's Church. On 15 March he was
acting as a voluntary security guard at the church.
When the suicide bomber attempted to climb
over the gate Akash grabbed him and refused to
let go. He died when the bomber blew himself up.

Jahanzaib Ghauri, Principal of the school, said
of him: “We want to pay homage to that witty
and brave young boy. He forfeited his life for
the hundreds of worshipers. He was a good and
faithful student. His parents were also happy
with him. We are proud of him."

The Scholarship Season

Results of the Matriculation exam will be announced in July. More
than 100 graduates from schools supported by Starfish Asia are
eagerly awaiting their results — a good grade is the doorway to
future success.

We want to help them all to be ambitious for their future. Once again we
have offered scholarships to all who need some financial help to pursue their
dreams. In some cases this may be a small amount to continue study towards
the next exam, the doorway to a degree, nursing and other professions. For
others it may be help to begin vocational training.

We do not want any Christian with ambition and ability to be held back
from further studies for lack of funding. We are already giving more
than100 scholarships and we want to give more in the coming year.

Our Scholarship Fund is almost empty. Can you please help us provide
next year’s Scholarships?

One Life Transformed

Barnabas Majeed is a young man who is receiving
a 2-year scholarship to study Civil Drafting at CTTC
(Christian Technical Training Centre, Gujranwala).
The scholarship covers full tuition with board and
lodging in the hostel for Christian students. Thisis |

his testimony. =73

| was not a serious Christian and rarely went to church. Since | came to

CTTC my life is changed. | kept bad company in my area, but here | made
many good friends. The life-changing experience was when | joined a
Bible study course in CTTC. | came to know Jesus closely. Jesus has changed
my life. | do not only want to develop close relations with Jesus but | want to
bring others to Jesus. | have known that baptism is a step | have to take and |
will, and | pray for others too, that they too may be born again.

W ) gft:
35,000 books

April was an exciting month as

we were able to distribute free

books to 45 Christian schools,

benefitting almost 7,000 students.
Many of them had never
owned a book before.
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VOICE FOR THE VOICFLESS

This was largely made possible through the generous partnership with
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) in their campaign to eliminate the
influence of hate speech and bias in Pakistan’s text books. Starfish Pakistan
provided sets of books without bias or prejudice. We challenged school
Principals to think carefully and critically about what they teach and the
effect it might have on the future

social and religious attitudes
of their students.

See the CSW website
at www.csw.org.uk
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Working Together
The Starfish Asia conference: April 6-7,2015

Starfish Asia is now providing regular support to 34 project partners,
from Karachi in the south to Hasanabdal in the north. We have never
brought all of our working partners together until now. For two
days after Easter we met together in the beautiful Renewal Centre in
Youhannabad, Lahore. They were significant days.

+* We looked back at our history, telling the story and reminding
ourselves of our roots and foundations — and also noting how
we have grown and changed.

+* We affirmed our common faith in Christ and thanked God for His
generosity and compassion. We also spent time praying for the
needs of Pakistan’s Christians, especially in light of the recent tragic
events so close to the Conference Centre in Youhannabad.

+* We spent a lot of time looking at our present needs and challenges,
the importance of working and taking responsibility together. All
partners signed their agreement to a Manual of Practice, affirming
their commitment to integrity, honesty and full accountability.

*%* We looked to the future. The challenges and opportunities are huge
with many thousands of Christian children facing a dark future with
little hope. We outlined some exciting possibilities and plans that we
have for the months ahead in the areas of research and training.

J0|n|ng hands — we are
better together than alone
— an ice-breaker at the
conference beginning.

Fiona and Anser lead an
inspirational session on
“Vision for Change” —

the faith to go further.

Pastor Ernest prays for
Baber and Sunita as they
prepare to open the Shama
School in Kot Radha Kishan.
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lan’s session on ‘Working Together’
focused on accountability and
responsibility. See his article below.

Using your money well

A very strong theme of our conference was to
ensure that project partners understand the
importance of using donors’ funds responsibly
and well. It isn't enough just to keep children
occupied for a few hours each day; schools
have a responsibility to strive for excellence and
give children a real chance of progress in life.
Parents need to be convinced that it is worth
sacrificing the desperately-needed income
their children can earn working at the local
brick kiln each day and invest in a better future
by sending them to school instead.

The message may seem obvious, but it was new
and helpful to many. On subsequent visits to
many of our projects there were encouraging
signs that project leaders had taken it on board.
Some who had previously resented questions
about accounts and registers had begun to
realise that these had a purpose and became
much more open and helpful. Others told us
of their efforts to start raising funds themselves
through fee collection and other means.

Charging school fees is not easy for schools
working in desperately poor communities. In
Pakistan, like anywhere else, if government
provision of education was taken away, many
families would not be willing or able to pay;
so Starfish Asia will probably need to keep
providing help for the very poor until the
government fulfils its duty. Nevertheless, our
conference helped schools to realise in a new
way that such support is sacrificially given and
that sometimes the school or community has
an obligation to take responsibility itself.




In March we issued a challenge to use your skills and imagination to
raise £500 (or $500) for Starfish Asia. The target? 100 courageous
people to raise a massive £50,000 ($50,000) to help children in
Pakistan go to school. Here is what some of you have done — maybe
this will inspire others to sign up.

Three teachers, Richard, Matt and Peter, are taking on the
Three Peaks Challenge - up and down the highest peaks of
Scotland, England and Wales, all in the space of 24 hours.

Hiruni was given £150 for her 13th birthday and insisted that
she wanted to give all of it to help children in Pakistan. Her
mother has promised to raise the rest of the £500 herself.

James generously offered to pass on the proceeds from his
book, The Bunker, to reach his total (Warning:itis a horror
story that some may find disturbing). Buy it from Amazon.

Elizabeth, whose husband Allan has run many miles on
our behalf in the past, put on her own running shoes and
completed the London Marathon in 4 hours 42 minutes.

Matthew who suffers from distonia, a severely disabling
disease, plans to cycle no less than 150 miles on his exercise
bike and is tenaciously collecting sponsors!

Instead of being active, some just decided to put up their feet
instead and send in £500 themselves.

Fene o what to do: (Coutact Tan and say: “9'd libe to try...”
Email: ian@starfishasia.com Z& Phone: 01843 591237

(=] Write: lan Anderson, Starfish Asia, 6 Millfield Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6QW

]bll us you care ’ Starfish Asia is a member of the
o Fundraising Standards Board
1 Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that "‘*n
need my help. Send me more information. Sinines ot
L] lencloseagiftof £/$ for Starfish Asia

Name:
Address:

Postal code / Zip code
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY-KKCU-SGZC
Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to: Starfish Asia, 3230 Seagraves Mill Road, Hull, GA. 30646

In Singapore, contact: Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
887CWoodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

DATA PROTECTION ACT, 1998. Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in connection
with its charitable purposes. It will not make your details available to other organisations.

Play for Peace is a global community that promotes
friendship through games and activities among
young people, especially in areas of conflict. They
claim to be “interactive, fun and life-changing’,
and they are very successful.

A young couple came from India in April and
spent two days with Starfish Pakistan in Ghauri
Wisdom High School. One participant wrote
that they were days of “cool, FUN-filled activity
sessions in the heat of the Punjabi plains”
Attending their sessions were the orphan girls
from Abba Home, the blind girls of the Ananias
Centre and the disabled children from Agape
Home. Play for Peace sets out to make school
enjoyable and to give a lot of creative pleasure to
children with special needs.

Shama Scholars School

Anser and Kashi cut the ribbon to inaugurate
the Shama Scholars School in Kot Radha Kishan.
Fifty children from the brick kilns have new hope
in their lives.
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