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News

hese are the children of brick kiln workers in Kot Radha Kishan.

heir community became tragically infamous in December when

two Christian workers at one of the kilns were murdered - their bodies
thrown into a fiery kiln. We are planning to do more for these children.

In July 2014 Al Jazeera reported that “in Pakistan... an
estimated two million children work for up to 14 hours
a day, six days a week in brick-making kilns, lacking
basic rights and access to social security” Many
Christian families work in the kilns, finding there a kind
of security against unemployment while being subject
to a bleak and back-breaking future with little hope of
escape. Few of these children go to school — they can
but dream of ever doing anything except making bricks.

*:"‘ Pakistan's population
explosion may become
a threat to the very
ce of the nation

existen
See page 2

Just one chance

Starfish Asia provides funds for four schools for the
children of brick kiln workers. We are only scratching
the surface of opportunity to give these children an
education that will equip them for life. The sad reality
is that this community exists at the lowest level of
Pakistan’s social scale — largely ignored by society and
expected to serve the comforts of the more privileged.

These children will be tomorrow’s victims of poverty
unless they can escape from the trap into which
their families have fallen. They have one
chance in life and we want to help
them. An education, based on biblical
values and faith, is their escape route

to dignity and hope.
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Hope in sight for the children of
Kot Radha Kishan

Pakistan's population Kot Radha Kishan is a railway stop,
become about 30 miles southeast of Lahore, ‘

explosmn may a small town surrounded by villages ..

a threat to the very and brick kilns. It became notorious

ation last November when two Christian |

istence of the n brick kiln workers, Shahzad and /
Shama, were brutally murdered by §

an enraged mob that accused them
DAWN is one of Pakistan’s leading English e blasphemy. The crime shocked

language dailies. These were their dramatic TS country.One Muslim clericcalled Watch the video at:
QEEL NN NI TUTETSAPIA EM S ERIEICCE it “3 black blemish on the face of www.youtube.com/

UELEERUEA UG EEE TR EEIELUINSE  pakistan, our religion and humanity?” watch?v=jZumqnrvVOk8
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[ RN R U R TS R NI L VR [Tl At Christmas Starfish Asia’s Anser Javed, accompanied by Khalid Shehzad,
ELE T I APIETR ECTITI N EL VAT visited the area. To show their concern they organised games with children at

SIS RS IS EIACERIICILISEI  the kiln and gave gifts of rice, flour and sugar to 42 families of brick kiln workers.
have been trying to get the attention of the .

policy makers, showing them that Pakistan Thank God that He cares

needs to slow population growth. Giving gifts was the least we could do. We urged £
HLeLe ENVA L R [ [NETEE ROV B oI (oI NeIWI@  people to pray for the Christian brick kiln workers and £
(olVj c-Te [ ANeVI{y i oI {ol Ny o] ol [MPERMNTIIIOIMM  their families — but we longed to do more. We wanted
o1V ae] el (eTel N N[ EARE T (el eTel NCENR TSI  to help open a school for the children at the kilns.

the roof... Unless the government invests in N RN Rt DR e R
the young (approximately 56 per cent of the

population in 2014) they may become a threat
to the very existence of the nation. §§

¢+ A Christian family, Baber and Sunita and their two
children, are willing to move from Lahore to Kot
Radha Kishan.

Education is the Solution < They have spent time in Kot Radha Kishan and found a suitable

“Bad governance and illiteracy, specially female building to rent and a local lady willing to help teach primary classes.

illiteracy” are the two reasons why Family % They plan to open a school for 50 children in April.
Planning programmes have never made much A generous donor has offered to cover the initial costs. b
headway in Pakistan, argues Farid Midhet, a % The school will be called the Shama School (Shama is the J
US-based demographer. That's why Starfish Asia’s name of one of the two Christians murdered in Kot Radha
work is so important. Kishan in December. It also means a Candle in Urdu).
% Pakistan ranks second in having the most Pray for the Shama School, a light of hope for a

out-of-school children in the world. devastated community. God knows and He cares. é
%3 Out of the 25 million out-of-school children, __ . The continuous challenge

55% are girls.
We have received the funds to open the

Shama School—rent a building, buy the
furniture, provide school books and welcome
50 children to their classes. The challenge
remains to meet the running costs:

Monthly £295 / US$450 / S$615

For a disturbing and detailed report on the crisis Providing the regular running costs of
of Pakistan’s out-of-school children, entitled schools remains for us the greatest challenge,
25 million BROKEN PROMISES, visit: not only for the Shama School but for the other
40 schools and homes that we are committed to.

& More than half of those children who make
it to school drop out by age 16.

See: www.dawn.com/news/1162513/
family-planning-may-be-our-last-hope

www.alifailaan.pk/broken_promises



=z

-
/| New Life in Sahiwal
f: In 2008 Mrs Kishwar Emanuel had some
74 vivid dreams. In one of them she saw
local children wasting their lives, hurting
birds and throwing stones aimlessly into a pond. Then she saw many
flowers and knew that these represented the children. She sensed
that God’s hand was on the flowers, taking care of them. In her dream
she prayed they would have a future: an education and a good life.

With the full support of her family she opened the New Life School in her
home in the village. “My mother works hard to spread the light of education,”
said Mehtab, her son who now directs the school, “because in this area there
is no church and no education for our young people.” They appealed for help
to Starfish Asia and we provided some furniture and school books. In 2014
we finally began to provide scholarships, especially to bring in more Christian
children who could not afford to pay the fees.

The growing school

Mehtab  hired ' =
a rickshaw to
bring in more
children from a
nearby village.

He tells us that
he now needs F
to purchase a
second rickshaw.

He has recently written:

Six more Christian kids got admission to our
school. We had only 24 Christian children in our
school before. With your support now we have
51 Christian kids. Four are from one family: Me-
hwish, Shazia, Sneha and Danish. Their father,
Saleem Masih, worked as a labourer but he met
an accident and injured his neck. He now works in
the village to clean the small irrigation canals that
bring water to the fields. His wife Safia works at
home and they are living a very difficult life.

We invited the children to join our school. New
Life School has given them free admission and
will charge no fees. We gave them free book bags,
books and uni-
forms. For this
we need your
help. They
walk more
than a mile
every day to
come to school.

School books for 8,000 children

The new school year begins in April and all the schools are getting
ready for new admissions —new uniforms, new classes, new desks
and chairs — and of course new books for the new year.

This year we made a promise to all our schools: “We will
provide 500 rupees towards the cost of school books for
each student.” That is only US$5 or £3.20, but multiplied
by 8,000 it required a miracle to fulfil our promise. Here
is how God answered prayer and enabled us to provide
books for so many students:

@ hy SERBTAN,  Christian Solidarity Worldwide
WORLDWIDE (Www.csw.org.uk)

VOICE FOR THE VOICELESS

We are privileged to work in partnership with CSW to
provide school books that are free of prejudice and
promote a culture of religious tolerance. CSW appealed
to their faithful partners who responded with funds to
purchase books for 8,000 students for the coming year. -
CSW wants Pakistani students in Starfish Asia schools
“to receive an unbiased education” We share that aim |
“to bring about a radical change for children in under-
privileged schools” in Pakistan.

ol I,

New Life Baptist Church in Singapore has also been a F==
very generous partner in providing books for schools. ||
The thanks of thousands of students go to them. Thanks
to their generosity, we have printed another 50,000
exercise books, given free to the schools that we support.

The dangers of
bias, prejudice
and hatred in
school textbooks

“These are not textbooks as much as
propaganda brochures which have
closed off our children’s minds.”
Irfan Mufti of South Asia Partnership
Express Tribune newspaper, June 2013
http://tribune.com.pk

There has been a deep realisation among
liberal minded academics that the flaws
in our textbooks are destroying
generations of children.

Policy Brief on the Continuing Biases
in our Textbooks
http://jinnah-institute.org/

It is the content of public school textbooks
that has contributed largely to the
acceptance or condoning of terrorism by a
large section of the population.

Curricular Concerns, DAWN February 2015
www.dawn.com/news/1166110




Achievement and progress

Lahore Christian
High School
and Talents School

In March students of the
Lahore Christian High
School and Talents School
took part in the annual
Horse and Cattle Show,
organised by the Sports
Board Punjab. This is a colourful
display of talent, attended by
thousands of Lahori citizens.
Awards were presented by the
Chief of the Pakistan Army Staff.

Three girls from Talents School were recently awarded first place
in a Unique Aerobics Championship. Congratulations!

-+ Morning Star School

George Thomas and the
teachers from the Morning
Star School, Karachi, attended
a Teachers’ Literature Festival
in February, organised by
the Arts Council of Karachi.
The school has recently been
visited again by an ITA
assessment team. We expect
a good progress report.

sgducationists must play
their role in changing
minds through education;
| believe our
generation needs values
more than anything else”
Dr Christy Munir, Professor Emeritus

Forman Christian College, Lahore
Friend of Starfish Asia

A Chrlstmas gift of
New Testaments
presented by
Agape Home

Tell us you care!

[ Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that
need my help. Send me more information.

1 lencloseagiftof £/ for Starfish Asia

Name:

Starfish Asia is a member of the
Fundraising Standards Board

w appeal to Supporten

We face some huge opportunities in Pakistan: the
launch of the Bible curriculum, scholarships to deserving
students, teacher training to inspire a new generation...

Please telp ws to find nea
frcends for Palkistan o clildren!

5 Can we send you extra copies of the Newsletter?
5 Could you make Starfish Asia a Church Mission project?
5 Do you receive the monthly Prayer bulletin?

Contact fiona@starfishasia.com

This is a new initiative to engage enthusiastic and
energetic people in raising funds for the poor in
Pakistan.

It is a volunteer project, launched and led by lan.
Anyone who can get involved needs to contact him
at: ian@starfishasia.com
What do you have to do?

Simply set out to raise £500 (or $500) by any (honest)
means, and send it in to Starfish Asia. Take the
initiative — the money raised will go in full to
changing people’s lives in Pakistan.

PLEASE PASS ON THE LEAFLET — and let lan know
that you (and your friends) can be counted among
the 100 people raising £500 for Pakistan’s children.
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UK donors only, Please Note:

While we guarantee that donations to
specific projects will go in full to the
nominated project, any tax recovered

Address:

under the Gift Aid scheme will be used at

the Trustees’ discretion.

Postal code / Zip code

www.starfishasia.com

Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY-KKCU-SGZ(

Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)
Starfish Asia, 3230 Seagraves Mill Road, Hull, GA. 30646

In USA, return to:

In Singapore, contact:

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.

Starfish Asia (UK)
32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)
Email: mike@starfishasia.com
Registered UK Charity No. 1099672

Starfish Asia (USA)
3230 Seagraves Mill Road, Hull, GA. 30646, USA

tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

887CWoodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

DATA PROTECTION ACT, 1998. Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in connection
with its charitable purposes. It will not make your details available to other organisations.

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.

887CWoodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887
Email: geraldine@starfishasia.com




