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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

Determined to succeed
young people are inspiring the next generation

Jaya’s family was struck down with tuberculosis. Her father, who 
worked for the Army, died, followed by her older sister, and Jaya 
herself contracted intestinal TB. For five years she lay sick at home, 
unable to get to school because of severe pain in her legs and 
head. She was not only highly intelligent, but also longed to serve 
God and share her faith.

Babar Samuel is Director of the Kingdom of Heaven School 
in Meher Town close to Lahore. He visited Jaya in her home, 
together with Pastor Ernest who assists him in the school. “She 
firmly believed that Jesus would heal her,” he wrote, “and she 
refused to give in to her illness.  We prayed for her and urged
her to join our school.” Jaya is now fully restored to health.

Jaya has been a model of determination, faith 
and courage.  When she registered for the 

Board exams we were sure she would come top 
of the school. Now she has achieved an A grade 

in her Matriculation exam. She is truly an 
inspiration to us all.

What are Jaya's dreams?
“My thanks are due to the staff of the 

Kingdom of Heaven School and to 
Starfish Asia who helped me,” said 

Jaya. She has applied to join college 
to study for her F.Sc. Pre-Medical. She 
is very ambitious and hopes one day 

to do a doctorate in pharmacy.
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Further investment is clearly needed in the 
coming year in the Kingdom of Heaven School.
    The school building is inadequate. Three primary 

classes still sit on the floor in the open air. We want 
to help them to rent or construct a proper school 
building. The children and the community deserve 
a better place to prepare for life!

   Sixty more desks, benches and other equipment 
are needed to improve the learning environment.

Can you help us? Write for more details.

A winter night in 
1995: Babar’s story
Babar  (left above, with pastor Ernest) is one of seven 
children born and brought up in a village in Pakistan’s 
Punjab Province. Theirs was the only Christian family in 
the village. Babar tells his own story:

“My grandfather had seven sons and we all lived together, 
with their families too. We were a really big family. We owned 
25 acres of land and we all worked hard to earn our living; 
we were thankful to God for all that He had given us. But our 
non-Christian neighbours were jealous of us.
I will never forget one winter night in 1995 when my family 
and I had to run for our lives. I was only seven years old when 
some people from our village took our house and tried to kill our 
family because they did not want us to stay in the village.
I remember my father saying to me that night: ‘Go with your 
brothers, cousins and sisters outside the village where you 
will find a truck waiting for you.’ When we went out of the 
village we found the truck. I lay down on an empty tool box 
and slept the whole night. We did not know where we were 
going, but God knew where He was taking us.”

Babar moved with his family to Meher Town close to Lahore. His 
parents were God-fearing people and brought up their children 
to know and love the Bible. They also believed in the 
value of education and insisted that the children 
should study.

Changing the horizon for a community
Babar’s brother Abid opened the Kingdom of  Heaven 
High School in 2002 in order to give the same privilege to 
his community that he himself had received. When Abid stepped 
down in January 2010, Babar became the Principal, ably assisted 
by faithful Pastor Ernest. Starfish Asia was honoured to be able 
to provide some financial support. 

The KOHM High School has changed the world for the people of 
Meher Town. The KOHM education plan is simple:

  To provide a High School education that equips Christians 
 to earn their living as honourable members of society.

  To prepare a generation of Christian believers who know 
God, understand their Bible and are able to stand firm in  
their faith in the face of opposition.

The rented school buildings were barely large enough for 
the 430 children — that is, until March of this year, when 
they opened their doors to a further 190. The school is now 
overflowing with 623 children, many of them without desks and 
chairs, but eager for an education.

Kingdom of Heaven College
In response to the need of further education, in 2011 Babar 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven College. In its first year six 
mature students have been preparing for Commerce exams. 
Intended initially for girls, the College is ready to expand.

Rukhsana Ashraf:
I want to serve my community

“Thank you, KOHM School, 
for all your help and support. 

Because of your struggle I 
have passed my Matriculation 
exam. The financial situation 

at home was not very good.  
My father is a security guard 

and my mother does clean-
ing in three homes. Thank God for 
KOHM who pushed our parents to 
educate us without thinking about the cost. Now my two sisters 
and brother are all studying.  I will now enter the KOHM College 
to get a professional degree. I want to serve my parents and my 
community by playing my own positive role.” 

Amjad Pervaiz:
The first big step...

“Life is overwhelming when you 
don’t know how to handle it. I am 
thankful to God who enabled me 
to pass my Matriculation, the first 
big step to my future. In all this my 
parents and my teachers helped me 
a lot. My sisters and brother are all 
studying at KOHM. We live in a small 
double-storey house. If my parents 
had looked into the costs of study 
maybe none of us would have been educated, but thank God 
for the Kingdom of Heaven School and College. I now hope to 
study for my I.Com in the KOHM College.”  

The Kingdom of 
Heaven School



The first BIG test
The Matriculation exam at the end of the Class 10 year 
is the first big hurdle in the race for a career — in itself 
not a great job qualification, yet without it one can 
never go further. We regard the Matric results as a test 
of the success of the schools we support. This year 67 
students passed their exam from 8 schools supported 
by Starfish Asia. Here are some of their stories.

Arooj Albert obtained 725 marks. Her father 
was a rickshaw driver but now he is unable 
to work so her older sisters are working 
together with their mother as domestic 
cleaners. Their mother has a dream for her 
daughters’ future. Arooj would like to go 
into nursing.

Arslan Aslam obtained 820 marks — A grade. He was brought 
up by his mother who works in homes as a cleaner. They live in 
the servant quarters where his mother works. He would like to 
pursue a career in commerce or banking.

Hanook Moris:  “My father is a mason. I 
am very proud to be a Christian. I passed 
my matriculation in 2012 and secured 658 
marks. I am very thankful to Starfish who 
supported me in my studies. Now I want to 
do male Nursing, and support my family.”

Amber:  “I passed my matriculation in this year and want to 
continue further study. I want to be a teacher. I belong to a very 
poor family. My father is a street sweeper, the only earner in my 
family. We live in a small house. We are nine family members.” 

The heart of a lion
In June at the height of the 
summer heat, the children of 
the Gospel Care Centre took 
a trip to the Lahore Wild Life 
Park. It was the first time most 
of the children had ever seen 
lions and bears. 

Shahbaz, the boy with a broken 
body and the heart of a lion, 
loved the slides and the wide 
roads where he could run his 
wheelchair.

The body of a champion
Mehwish lives with the family 
of the CGA Home for Special 
Children. She is about 4 feet tall 
— just like a well-known para-
lympic champion, but without 
the chance to demonstrate her 
desire to live life to the full. We 
want her to win gold too!

What should 
we be doing 
for children 

like these?
Should they have a future too?

These photos came from a Pastor in 
Islamabad who is asking us to help. 

This was his appeal to us:

There are many Christian colonies around Islamabad. 
Christians are very poor. Mostly men and women are 

street sweepers. Very few children are going to school. I 
promised to God I will devote my life for  Christ. Sir, I want 
to see my community educated. People have no food, no 
house and no education. Education is our need.

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan’s capital city has been sadly in the news in the  
past month, due to the arrest on August 17 of Rimsha 
Masih, a 14 year-old girl with learning difficulties. 
Rimsha lived with her family in one of Islamabad’s 
Christian slum colonies, surrounded by wealthy homes 
where her mother worked as a cleaner. 
Rimsha was wrongly accused of Blasphemy, a charge 
that carries a sentence of life imprisonment, and her 
whole community was threatened by an angry mob. She 
has since been released on bail and the charges against 
her will hopefully soon be dropped. But Rimsha and 
her community will never be the same. Three hundred 
Christian families in the Mehrabad Christian colony now 
live in fear of their lives and will probably all move away 
to find safer places to live.

What can we do for the Christians of Islamabad?
Rimsha and her family are all illiterate. They have never had the 
opportunity to go to school. They are typical of many thousands 
of Christians, which is all part of the reason why they are so 
vulnerable and open to exploitation and accusation.
For some months we have been urged to help open a school 
for some of the many Christian children in Islamabad.





The Miracle School

                   Ghauri Wisdom High School

These special young people
The Paralympic Games in London this summer have 
been an inspiration. It has given us a fresh insight into 
the potential of young men and women with physical 
disabilities and a passion 
to succeed. Starfish Asia 
supports four homes 
and schools for disabled 
children. We want them to 
have a future of real dignity 
and respect.



Would you like to run for 
Starfish Asia next year on July 14?  Contact us...

8th July

It was a predictably wet and 
grey London day, but our six 
runners joined 25,000 others 
to complete the 10 km run 
through central London, 
raising £3,371 for Pakistan’s 
children.
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    Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help. Send me more information.

□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia

Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to:  Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                        Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  		 Starfish Asia, P.O. Box 603, Westerville, OH. 43081  (USA)
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd. 
			   Blk. 3,  #07-280 Ghim Moh Road, Singapore 270003

DATA PROTECTION ACT, 1998. Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in connection 
with its charitable purposes. It will not make your details available to other organisations.

I was walking on the beach one morning and 
I saw a young man picking up starfish from the sand 

and flinging them back into the sea. I asked why he did it.
"If I don't, they will die in the midday sun," he said.

"But there are thousands of starfish," I replied. 
"What difference does it make to save a few?"

He looked down at the starfish in his hand 
and flung it to safety in the waves.

"It makes a big difference to this one!" he said.

 www.starfishasia.com

Starfish Asia is a member of the 
Fundraising Standards Board
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Reflections on Pakistan
on 14 August 2012 — Pakistan’s 65th birthday
While private schools provide quality education to 
the children of the elite, the poor have no access to 

education or struggle through poorly funded 
government schools. 

So said Imran Khan, well-known Pakistani cricketer, politician  
and Chairman of Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaf, 

reflecting on Pakistan’s Independence Day

  Holy Shepherd, Karachi
  Vocational Training Centre

  Rising from the dust
In February Anser signed an agreement with the Consul 
General of Japan for the construction of a building 
to provide vocational training to young people from 
Mianwali Colony and from all over Karachi. 

“I have been very glad to see the progress of the construction of 
the Training Centre! I see the building is constructed very nicely 
and its completion is not so far away.”

So wrote the Economic Adviser to the Japanese Consulate 
General in Karachi in advance of a media team coming from 
Japan in September to monitor and record the progress of the 
project. The Training Centre will probably open early in 2013. 
We thank God for a major gift from a donor in Singapore that 
secures the future of the Centre for the next few years. 

The summer of sport
The extra-mile successes of our 

amazing Starfish Asia supporters!

10th June
The Great Midlands Fun Run
Jenny Brown joined 7,000 for the run 
through Sutton Coldfield to raise more 
than £1,500. Jenny reflects: “To run for a 
charity like Starfish Asia is a great privilege 
and although it was a bit hard-going at 
times it was also great fun and well worth 
the effort.”

23rd June and 31st August
Allan’s Double Challenge
Allan Grant took on two great challenges 
this summer: The West Highland Way 
Race, a 96-mile run through the hills 
of Scotland – completed in just over 
31 hours – followed by the punishing 
Ultra Trail de Mont Blanc, 103 kms 
through the French Alps in just over 
24 hours. He has so far raised £2,373 
for Starfish Asia.
  Read his full report and support his appeal at: 
  www.virginmoneygiving.com/aegrant


