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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

Hecause we care...

. Few people are fully aware of the
severity of the crisis that is faced by
Pakistan’s Christians today. We all
know the horror of flooding and
‘the tragedy of suicide bombings.
We believe there is an even greater
. crisis—the crisis of poverty and
illiteracy. And we care.

The children in this photo attend a small school
opened by the pastor of a congregation of
extremely poor Christians on the western edge
- of Lahore. Many of his community are caught
. in a form of bonded slavery and live with no
" hope of escape from their poverty.

Pastor Asif opened the school with church
resources. Some of the children pay a small
fee—less than £1 a month. Some cannot
fford so much. Forthemiitis free. They meet
n one small room. They can only afford to
ay their teachers £7 (US $10) a month. It is
not supported by Starfish Asia.

With help they could rent a building and
pay their teachers a proper wage. The
community would have new hope for
their future.

. See Steve Curran’s article on page 2]
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We believe the situation that faces
Pakistan’s Christian minorities today
is desperate. Your support can make
the difference between a generation
growing up in poverty and fresh hope
for a whole community.

Because people care

The critical needs of Pakistan’s poor are easily L& | wanted to put money in my savings account.
ignored in these hard economic times — out of And then I thought: ‘Isn’t it more important for the
sight, out of mind. We were moved by this letter children to have school books for a good education
received recently from a thoughtful donor who put  than for me to put money aside for an uncertain
Pakistan’s children ahead of her own comfort: future?’ 77
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We care about
education

“Failure to provide education

is, without doubt, Pakistan’s
most urgent self-inflicted
disaster.” So reads a Pakistani
semi-Government website.'
The statistics speak tragically
for themselves:

Only one third of Pakistan’s children
go on to secondary education.?

*
*

Guaranteed in Pakistan’s Constitution:
25A. Right to education:

The State shall provide free and
compulsory education to all children
of the age of five to sixteen years

Pakistani schools have the second
highest dropout rates in the world:
50% in the first 5 years.’

*

For Christians there are no statistics, but the
situation is far worse. Government schools
are neither sufficient in numbers nor
accessible to Christians. If Christians want
to be educated, they have to do it them-
selves—often gathering a class in the
church or the open air and hiring a teacher
for a small sum. These are the people
Starfish Asia delights to support. They are
changing their world!

This is their school...
and they are proud of it

Every year at Easter time Stephen Curran

_ visits Pakistan to give advice, encourage-

- ment and shared expertise to the schools

| supported by Starfish Asia. Steve directs
:_-‘ a tuition centre serving 1,000 students in
" Slough UK (www.AETuition.co.uk). This is
an extract from the report of his visit in April.

Just off the Multan Road, in the heart of an area populated
mainly by Muslims, a small Christian community struggles
against the odds. The local pastor has set up a school for the
desperately poor Christians he has served for over twenty years.

Three of us stood inside a rough-hewn entrance with a brightly
painted sign — two Westerners and a Pakistani companion. This
was the Mission School System—just an open space with an old
tarpaulin to keep off the burning sun and one simple room next
to it. There were children everywhere.

We were greeted with the customary garlands of flowers and
then led on a brief tour. Outside, dozens of children sat on the
dusty ground listening to a teacher barely out of school age.
She had one tiny blackboard propped up on some bricks. The
children had no books and no writing implements, but this was
their school and they were proud of it.

We were led inside the one room. It was desperately crowded
and hot and children of all ages sat patiently waiting, eager to
learn. The bravery and resilience of this little community and
the commitment of its pastor to this work was deeply moving.

Just before we could introduce ourselves our ears were blasted
by the call to prayer over loud speakers from the local mosque.
It was so intrusive it was hard to

think. When it finally stopped | ,

told the children the story of 4 % 4
Zachaeas. ;‘

| wanted them to know

that Jesus cared for

those whom this society

had cast out, and no

matter how much they

were beaten down

Jesus would never leave

them and would come to
their aid.




Starfish Pakistan Director:

Anser Javed

with Kashi, Amn and Dua

For a long time we have prayed for,
and sought, a national Director
to take responsibility for the work
of Starfish Asia in Pakistan. Anser
and Kashi are well-known to us, as
they have led the work of the Holy
Shepherd School in Karachi. As they
passtheschoolandits newVocational
Training Centre into the hands of other
capable people, Anser and family are
moving to Lahore to take on this vital role
of oversight, support and accountability.

Senior Change Manager, Carillion plc

We have been going through some changes
in Starfish Asia in recent weeks and I'd like to
update you as to what has been happening.
For nine years Mike has been at the helm as
Chairman of the Starfish Asia Trust. In March
this year he stepped down at his own request
and | was elected interim Chairman. Mike is
still on the Board and is accountable to me.

In every way we feel this is progress — better
accountability and a stronger infrastructure.
With Anser’s appointment as Starfish Pakistan
Director, a lot of the authority and decision-
making will shift to Pakistan, while we will
remain closely linked to all that is going on.
One of our great strengths is that we are still
small enough to know the people we are sup-
porting—their problems and needs. We can
still help a family in difficulty or a child with
polio who needs a wheel-chair. We will remain
intimately close to the people we are helping.

We will retain our Value for Money focus. Mike
and Kerstin (and all the Trustees) take no salary
and admin costs are kept to a minimum. Mike
still designs the brochures and newsletters on
his own computer and prints through low-
cost printers. We still manage to send 95% of
our income to the projects in Pakistan. Check
our accounts on the Charity Commission web-
site - they are impressive! We are moving in a

ood direction and hope you agree.
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Anser

| was born in Karachi in 1978. My father
worked in the Sewerage Department and
he died trying to save a colleague from
drowning in a manhole. | was five.

| lived for 10 years in an orphanage until |
completed my matriculation. Then | started
working to pay for my further education.

In 1998 I got a job in a Christian book shop. |
joined a church and was baptised in 1999. |
married Kashiin 2001. 1 met her on the tele-
phone when | had a job in telemarketing.
We now have two children, Amn and Dua.

In 2000 | was invited by Nadeem Qazi to join
the staff of a school he was opening in my
home area. | completed my BA degree and
an Advanced Diploma in Educational Lead-
ership & Management. In 2007 | became
Director of the Holy Shepherd School which
now has more than 700 students.

“Lord! | want to serve you. | want to serve
your people.” | prayed this short prayer when
I was a child in grade 4. | had no idea what |
was asking. In answer to my prayer God has

taken me through the wilderness and taught me
many things. Now | feel the Lord has really
blessed me in answer to my prayer.

Kashi

I was born in 1978 in Khanpur in Punjab,
the fourth of five sisters. My father was a
dispenser and worked with the Catholic
Church. He died of a heart attack in 2005.

My family moved to Karachi in 1995, where
| continued to study. | have completed my
B.Ed and MA part one, and a 6-month cer-
tificate course in Early Childhood Educa-
tion from Aga Khan University. | have been
school Principal for the past few years.

Before marrying Anser | worked in a private
company. Two months after our marriage
Anser was invited to help run the school. It
meanta huge dropin salary, but - you know
what? We said yes, because our vision is to
serve the Lord and his people. The money
was less but the blessings were unlimited.

My vision is to educate the Christians and
to lift them up and teach about Jesus.

As Director of Starfish Pakistan I want to be a
voice for Pakistan’s Christians to lift them out
of their distress and poverty. | want to enable
their schools not only to give education but to
provide good and high quality facilities for the
community. | want to do all this with a servant
heart. Please pray for us!

But the family treated
her well and sent her to
school. Eventually when
one of the daughters in
the family got married
and had her first child,
Maryam was sent to

their

Rabia (10) and her sister
Sanna (11) had to work

| ives with their widowed
mother in the brick kiln.
ChaHQEd This  meant filling

forever moulds with clay by

hand, in the hot sun.

Maryam (age 19) was sent to
work as a household servant

with a Christian family at the
age of 8. She washed dishes,
cleaned floors and was terribly
homesick. She cried a lot to
start with.

work with this family.
Maryam picked up English
from the many foreigners who
passed through the home and
she also continued to study.

She is now studying for an
FSc premedical and receives a
scholarship from Starfish Asia.
She hopes to become a nurse
or a doctor. She is the only one
in her family of seven siblings
who has attended school.

When their father died
they also had to go begging.
They were 6 and 7 years old.

A young Christian man finally
took pity on them and got
admission for them in Abba
Home. This was in 2008.

Sanna and Rabia speak amaz-
ingly good English.They missed
their mother a lot when they
first came, but then they
thought: ‘Here we get food

Rabia and Sana
three times a day. We can study
and we don't need to beg! So
they decided to stay.

They study very hard. Rabia
is top in her class. She loves
music and table tennis. Sanna’s
dream is to become a pilot!




Church
and School
Partnership

The Light School

was a small

Primary School linked to the Assem-
blies of God Church, Youhannabad.
Opened two years ago to serve low-
income Christian families, it was dying
for lack of funds to pay the salaries.

A relatively small grant from a UK Church, in
partnership with the AoG Church (and a gift
from Singapore), have breathed new life
into the school. “We have provided books,
bags and uniforms to most of the children.
New children are coming and the number
has increased to 42 within a week.”

Our current agreement will provide a sub-
sidy of only £250 (US$400) a month — not
enough to pay all the expenses but enough
to keep the school alive and to provide
acceptable salaries to the staff.

Could your church adopt a school
like the Light School? It could
make the difference between a

school closing and remaining
open to serve the community.

7el us you care!

Lahore Christian High School

A long-overdue
makeover

The Lahore Christian High School produces
some of the best Matric exam results
thanks to its dedicated staff, but the school
has urgently needed a material upgrade.
Thanks to a very generous single donor,
this year the school has been re-painted,
new steel-and-plastic school furniture
purchased and other equipment provided.
It all makes for a much brighter and better
learning environment for the children.

also

joined the staff, assisting Mrs Humera the
Principal. Teachers and staff all need our
regular prayers.

St.Peter’s School, Burj Klan

Impressions
among the bamboos

Kerstin paid a visit to Burj Klan in March.
Here are her impressions:

Burj Klan is a lush bamboo plantation east
of Lahore, and a visit to St.Peter’s School is
always a blessing. Ruth and William opened
the school in their own home in 2004 soon
after they were married. Now 135 children
study up to class 6. All 11 students in class 5
passed their external Board exam, evidence
of the high standard of the teaching. Here
they are with their proud mothers:

Starfish Asia is a member of the
Fundraising Standards Board
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Drop-out statistics

In light of shocking statistics on school
dropout rates, we have surveyed several
schools that we are supporting. Two
schools stand out: Sada-e-Aman in
Sargodha and St.Peter’s in Burj Klan.
Both claim 0% drop-out rate.

One semi-Government 2010 survey in
Karachi indicated that there is a drop-
out rate of 70% in low-cost private High
Schools — 87% in Government schools.

Another unique feature of St.Peter’s is
that no student has ever dropped out of
the school. Starfish Asia has funded the
addition of four class rooms, but space for
William and Ruth and their three children
is getting smaller and smaller as the school
grows. They really need to build again.

Burj Klan is a small village but 64 of the
children come from other villages, fetched
every day by school van or rickshaw. In 2009
the Christian children in nearby Bamniwala
village faced severe abuse in their school.
A group of them walked the 5 kilometres
to Burj Klan and pleaded to be admitted to
St.Peter’s. It is a school with a very happy
atmosphere and a lot of laughter.
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| was walking on the beach one morning and

| saw a young man picking up starfish from the sand
and flinging them back into the sea. | asked why he did it.

"If I don't, they will die in the midday sun," he said.
"But there are thousands of starfish," | replied.
"What difference does it make to save a few?"

He looked down at the starfish in his hand
and flung it to safety in the waves.
"It makes a big difference to this one!" he said.
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