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and now for the

from Pakistan

This-month we are taking a look back at a long
and troubled year in Pakistan. What do we
_see? A year dominated by awful floods, power
‘cuts, rising prices, suicide bombings, political
tensions and ‘uncertainties — and the noose
'c?boverty that tightened its grip on half the
population. It has been a terrible year for many.

- __But we see much more than that. We see lights

~ in the darkness and flowers blooming among
~ the thorns. We have wifnesse}i heroic acts of
courage and faith at work to relieve poverty,
- the touch of God's love bringing hope to the
.+ blind, the poor and the sorrowing.
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NEWS. Looking back over the year we see lives
that have been saved from drug-infested slums,
schools alive with the sound of excited children

learning to read and write, whole communities-

given the message that‘somebody cares.

Now is our opportunity to say ‘Thank you’ for
caring and sharing. Your generosity has helped
to build schools — like the Miracle -School
(above) that celebrated its new building in
October. Much mere, the lives of hundreds are

being transformed. We hope you aré"ble"s_s'@'afh' !

by the stories we share in this brief letter.

ghtly in the dark

Our report this month is filled with GOOD
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Foundations of

dignity

Kerstin and | have been privileged
to witness the opening of three new
school buildings in the past month.
Each has a story to tell of generosity
and sacrifice. Each stands as a state-
ment that God cares for His people.

Minority communities such as the
Christians of Youhannabad and Bilal
Town have seen the beautiful
buildings where rich children study —
and for too long have been resigned
to their station in life as the illiterate
servants of the wealthy. It should not
be so!

It is therefore a special and moving
experience to cut the ribbon and
dedicate another facility committed
to the dignity and future of the poor.
We are truly honoured to see the
dedication and commitment of our
Starfish Asia partners and their staff.
They are laying a foundation of hope
and Truth that will determine the
future of their society.

Mike Wakely

Salamat Ghauri, a retired Government
School principal, ran a small school in his
own home to give an education to poor

Christians in his community. In 2004
Starfish Asia began to support some
students in Mr Ghauri’s school. Among
them were three sisters: Seher, Subia and
Nashila, daughters of Hanifa, an illiterate
cleanerin an office kitchen. We wanted to
help this family—and 60 other children
like them—and to enable them to study.

Children with a futnre!
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One year ago this was a dream. The Miracle
School had to leave their rented building
in the New Year. Angela, Arthur, Rubina
and Edna—and their 400 children—were
praying for a miracle. We are still amazed
at the outpouring of generosity from many
donors who made it possible for Miracle
School Ministries to buy and renovate their
own building. It was a privilege to celebrate

with them as the building was dedicated to I o e e
the glory of God. Pray for the 400 children of the Miracle School.

The Gospel School in Bilal Town has
been in use since August when church
services began in a spacious new
meeting hall and children arrived to
begin a new school year..

The dedication of the new building
took place in October. What a contrast
to the old rented building and the open
air classes meeting under canvas! New
furniture has just been purchased, to the delight
of children that have been used to broken chairs
- or sitting on the floor.

The School still needs some more desks, staff
chairs, class partitions, science lab equipment
and library shelves before they can obtain their
registration, but it is already making a huge
contribution to the community.

It was the start of a long relationship. The
school grew in numbers when Starfish
Asia helped them to rent larger premises.
But then they had to move again.

\Where can you find a
purpose-puilt school bnilding
for £&ooo /| 12,000 +

October 14 was a very special day. Riaz

To cut a long story short, in August they
moved into a new school building. It is
not their own building, but in exchange
for 5-years’ rental payment the gener-
ous landlord cleaned up the ground and
constructed 8 new classrooms. Ghauri
Wisdom has a beautiful new school
building, rent-paid for 5 years. Mr Ghauri
even has an air-conditioned office.

The school provides free High School
education to 350 students and expects to
receive Government registration soon.

(above in pink) came from Islamabad for
the dedication of the new building. Riaz
first introduced Starfish Asia to Hanifa
in 2004. She then arranged for Hanifa's
daughters to study in Mr. Ghauri’s school.
She came back to meet her old students,
specially Seher, Subia and Nashila (now in
classes 6 and 7) and their mother Hanifa.

Hanifa and her girls were featured in the first
Starfish Asia DVD, made in 2004. Five years

have made a big difference in their lives.




Fleeing the war in Swat

The RCDM School in Hasanabdal is
unique. It serves a community of
Hindus and Sikhs displaced by the
terrible 2005 earthquake and the
more recent war with the Taliban in
Swat and the Frontier regions.

Barka's family fled from the Swat valley
when the Pakistan Army launched its
attack on the entrenched Taliban in
2009. Barka (her name means ‘rain’) was
12 years old at the time, and her family
are Hindus. It was a very frightening time
for them all. In the mornings they would
often see dead bodies in the street.

Now they live in the ‘Gurdwara; the Sikh
temple in Hasanabdal, where her mother
works in the kitchen. Her father collects
and sells second-hand junk. Her parents
are overjoyed that Barka can study at
the RCDM school and have no problem
that she is also studying the Bible in class.
Barka studies in class 4 and wants to
become a teacher.

No life too bleak for hope

Tariq is 17 years old. He passed his
Matric exams from the Lahore Christian
High School with an A grade.

Tariq's father died from a heart attack and
one of his sisters became blind and died
from typhoid when she was in class 7. His
mother and one of her daughters support
the family as cleaners, and one brother
works in a tailor’s shop. They own the two
small rooms where they live.

From student
to teacher

Sumera graduated from the Girls'

High School in Youhannabad. She
is now teaching in the CAP School
for brick kiln workers’ children at
Su-e-Asal as well as studying for
her Intermediate exams. Her
dreams are coming true.

The most important
thing a street child can
receive is a vision for their
future - of what it could
be like, of who they can
become, of the potential
they can fulfil....
They have a hope, a
dream and picture of
what the future might be.”

Taken from In His Image by Andy Matheson,
International Director of Oasis (UK)

Ambition rewarded

Elishba Aslam passed her Matric exam in
2006 and received a two-year scholarship
from Starfish Asia to enable her to study
for Intermedi-
ate exams. She
is now teaching
Maths and Urdu
in the Miracle
School and is
eager to contin-
ue her studies
for a degree.

Tariq has gained admission to Government
College to study for his Intermediate exams
in Commerce. He
received a strong
endorsement from
the Fellowship of

Christ as an out-

standing student,
and Starfish Asia is
giving him a schol-
arship to help him
to study further.

Abba Home
for special children

Ashraf and Wilma are determined that
their home for orphan girls will not be
totally dependent on outside help. They
work hard to raise funds from the local
community to supplement the support
from Starfish Asia. They organize funfairs
and ‘Orphan Sundays’ in local churches,
sell calendars, arrange a Christmas lottery
and place special money boxes in local
shops.

My mother had
to make bricks..”

Rabia joined the 23 girls at Abba Home
in Lahore two years ago. Here is what she
thinks of her new home.

“My mother had
to make bricks
from early morn-
ing till night. She
had no time to
giveto me whenl|
needed her most.
| had to go out

begging for lunch,
but at Abba Home | get fresh food three
times a day. Now | am in class 3 and | can
read in Urdu! | used to live in a brick kiln
cottage and now | live in a cemented house.
| am extremely happy at Abba Home.”

Happy to be back home

Arzoo joined Abba Home in early 2008.
After her father died from kidney failure,
her mother married again. Arzoo’s step-
father treated her very cruelly, beating
her and refusing to give her proper food
or clothing.

Early this year her
mother came to
fetch her back,
because Arzoo was
needed to help
with the house-
work. Her mother
is rather like the

woman at the well. She has more than
one ‘husband’ and Arzoo was treated as a
family slave. With help from the village
pastor, Ashraf finally managed to persuade
her mother to send her back to Abba Home.
Arzoo wants to study to be a doctor.



... truly the
stuff of the
gospel...

Rob May, assistant pastor
at Guildford Baptist Church,
visited Starfish Asia schools
in September and recorded
his impressions.

It was with a mixture of anticipation and nervousness that |
headed off to Pakistan with Mike in September. | knew that |
needed to be prepared for a huge contrast of cultures and extremes
of wealth and poverty, privilege and abandonment. And | was not
disappointed.

Starfish Asia works amongst the poor but in the shadow of the
rich. | was inspired by the number of very able Pakistani Christian
entrepreneurs who have refused to ignore the plight of their
fellow believers and have stepped out in faith to create schools and
homes to educate and to care.

| was deeply moved by Shabaz, a 12 year-old boy with a compli-
cated range of disabilities. He lives together with a small group of
children disabled by polio, supported by the Gospel School in Bilal
Town, a desperately poor Christian community. Shabaz was their
self-appointed spokesman. He was totally focussed ('l want to go
to school’) and bold (‘We need a TV in our room’ ¥).

In faith Shamshad opened up a
home for these children, unsure
of how to support them
but confident of a God who
provides, and driven by their
love for the weak and the
helpless. It was truly the stuff
of the gospel and just one of so
many stories | could tell!

* We gave them aTV. Shabazthen
asked us for more films to watch!

Two special guests
joined us in Pakistan
in October. Keok Ee,
a faithful friend and
supporter of Starfish

Asia schools, and
Geraldine Lee, who is
preparing to become
the Starfish Asia rep
in Singapore.

We will let you know when Geraldine has fully taken up her
new role. If you wish to contact her, you can email her at:

After the tragedy

You may remember the tragic story of Manzoor and Zubeida,
whose two children were brutally murdered one year ago.
Zubeida has given birth to a baby girl. The other two children
are still studying in the CAP school at Su-e-Asal. At the time of
our visit, the little girl Malaisha was ill at home with Typhoid.

Scholarships

Starfish Asia is now providing regular 1 and 2-year scholarships
to 27 of the brightest students who have graduated from SA-
supported schools. Most
of these are now working
towards their Intermediate
exams. Fauzia and Saba
Younis (pictured with their
mother) graduated from
the Ananias Home for
Blind Girls and are study-
ing at Kinnaird College for
Women - a great achieve-
ment for them both!

PLEASE CONTACT US!

We look forward to hear from you

[ I'm interested. Please tell me more about Starfish Asia

] Please send me ___the regular Newsletter
___the special CAP Newsletter

U 1 enclose a giftof £/$ for Starfish Asia

Name
Address

Postcode / Zip code
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY-KKCU—-SGZ(C

Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

oremail: mike@starfishasia.com

In USA, return to:

Starfish Asia is a member of the
Fundraising Standards Board

Starfish Asia, P.0. Box 603, Westerville, OH. 43081 (USA)
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| was walking on the beach one morning and
| saw a young man picking up starfish from the sand
and flinging them back into the sea. | asked why he did it.

"If I don't, they will die in the midday sun," he said.

"But there are thousands of starfish," | replied.
"What difference does it make to save a few?"

He looked down at the starfish in his hand
and flung it to safety in the waves.

"It makes a big difference to this one!" he said.
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