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News

The destruction of Christian homes in Korian and Gojra

Ashley Arshad arranged a truck load of
beds and bedding for Gojra families

Tariq Igbal distributed 100 bags of wheat
flour and 100 Bibles to Korian’s Christians
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The seven who died in Gojra

In the early morning of Saturday
15t August a huge crowd of angry
men arrived at the small Christian
village of Korian in the heart of
Punjab. They were enraged by a
baseless rumour that a Christian had
torn up pages from the Koran. They
set fire to about 50 Christian homes.
No one died but the Christian colony
was destroyed.

Tariq Igbal who runs the Sadaye Aman
school and prison ministry in Sargodha
drove to Korian on the Saturday morning
to see the situation. The houses were still
burning. He met the Bishop of Faisalabad
and some other concerned people who
wanted to help. They did not know that
the mob was still moving towards Gojra
and that worse was yet to come.

In Gojra a riot took place in the evening
of the same day. Fifty more Christian
homes were destroyed. Six members of
a family—and one other—were burned
alive in their home.

We thank God that the Government was
quick to react. A number of people were
arrested and charged, including some
religious extremists. The damaged houses
have all been demolished and rebuilding
has begun at Government expense.

Many people have contributed help to
those who lost everything. Starfish Asia
donors provided some funds and our
partners were quick to bring relief to
families in need.

What next?

Attacks of this kind have happened many times
before. There have been four or five such incidents
already this year and they form the backdrop of
insecurity in which our partners are working.
Christians have little defence and usually close ranks

and move on. They need our prayers and support.

QOur partners in Pakistan are now considering the
longer-term needs of the Christians in Korian.
Please pray together with us to know what steps
we should take to build their confidence, restore
their hope and equip them to face the future.



Shiza and Danish together with
Arthur at the Miracle School

Two children
for sale

‘What would you do, wrote Angela, ‘if
someone offered to sell you two little
children, aged 7 and 8? Of course, you
would have no choice but to trust in God
and welcome them to your home. We did
the same.

‘Shiza and Danish have no parents. Their
parents worked at the Brick Kiln and ran
up a huge debt. When Shiza was less than
ayear old they ran away, leaving their two
small children in the care of their uncle.
But the uncle already had four children of
his own and didn't want them.

‘They started to study in the Miracle
School at the Brick Kiln, but the uncle
continually urged us to take them off
his hands. Last December they came to
stay with us. They had nothing, not even
proper clothes. Now we do our level best
to take care of these two as though they
were our own.

‘But we need more helping hands for
them. So please do remember this in your
prayers. We need your prayer support in
this difficult time.

“This 1s our school”

The children of the Youhannabad Brick Kiln workers now have their
own school building. Small wonder it is called the Miracle School.

“Today for the first time the children saw the new
school. | can’t explain to you the joy of the children.
They were so happy...” This was the news from the
Miracle School on 4th September.

At last — after overcoming many hurdles and
disputes with the local Housing Authority — the
children had a building of their own. It was a
moment of pride for the Christians and a beacon of
hope for a community all too familiar with despair.

No longer will they be crowded into dark and
inadequte classrooms or need to study outside
on the verandah for lack of space. The new
building—six classrooms—is now ready for the
children as the new term begins.

Condemned to life on a brick kiln

Arthur Joseph is part of the Miracle School team. He has overseen the construction of the new
Miracle School building. Without his persistence and ability, it could never have been achieved.
Arthur has a full-time job in a medical practice, but his heart is moved by the needs of the poor.
These are his reflections on the life of the brick kiln workers.

Brick kiln children have a miserable life. They are constantly violated
because they areiilliterate, poor and ignorant of their rights under the law.

The fact is that brick kiln children are exploited in many ways. They are paid low
wages and the brick kiln owner often treats them arrogantly and rudely. Some-
times if they cannot work they get locked away in a private jail without food,
just to punish them, even if they haven’t done anything wrong. They face huge
discrimination because they are Christian. They start work with their parents
from early morning till evening and sometimes have no food or just bread and
pickles to eat.

Many times | ask the Lord: What have these innocent children done to deserve
this kind of life?



Teachers’' Training Workshop

In August Professor Kaleem Dean, his wife Nagina and capable staff
arranged a three-day Teachers’ Training Workshop in the CAP High
School, Lahore. Teachers were invited from all the schools supported
by Starfish Asia and within reach of Lahore. 130 teachers attended the
event, a new initiative that we were delighted to support.

Our desire is to provide a quality education to all the children in schools that we
support. We realize how vital it is to provide constant input into teachers’skills and
abilities to be more effective in the classroom. We want our children to excel in

their studies and have a clear grasp of
what it means to be a Christian.

This was the first such event arranged

specifically for Starfish Asia schools. Teach-

ersand projectheadswereableto network

together and this created a greater sense

of belonging to a wider family. Topics

covered were:

¢ The teaching of the Bible

¢ The use of audio-visual aids

+ Teaching of languages

¢ The role of a Christian teacher in the
development of their community

Kaleem writes: “We invited Christian
school staff to empower them to aim
for higher standards in their teaching.
Several prominent Christian education-
alists provided resources and support.
According to the evaluation forms the
event was a great help.”

Rewarded for achievement

Sehar is 15 years old and she has five
brothers and sisters. Her father works
as a cleaner in a government office
in Lahore. Her mother and sister are
earning small salaries to help feed the
family. Sehar is a strong Christian.

With all the odds against her to gain an
education and a future, Sehar’s heart is
set on further studies. She passed her
Matriculation exam from the Miracle
School with an A grade in Science
and she will receive a Starfish Asia
grant to fulfil her dream of studying
for her FSc (Pre-Medical) from the
Government Degree College, Lahore.

In August the Matriculation exam results were announced. This
is a test of the the quality of the teaching in Starfish Asia schools
and also of the hard work and ability of the students. We are giving
Scholarships to the highest achievers to help them to study further.

"You are like real shepherds who lead
their sheep from darkness to light,
said Reema, a graduate of the Holy
Shepherd School, Karachi, who received
a small scholarship for Intermediate

study last year.

“My parents never dreamed it would be
possible for me to study higher. | am
an active member of my church and
a Sunday School teacher. Thank you for
making our future brighter”

Saeed is 20 years old and he gained
top marks and an A+ grade in Science.
His father had work as a night watch-
man but he had to leave the job due to
a leg injury. The family is supported by
Saeed’s mother and sister who work as
cleaners in private service. He has three
sisters and two brothers. Saeed counts it
a privilege to study and wants to go on
to do his FA (pre-Engineering), for which
Starfish Asia will provide a scholarship.



More news

In the summer we produced special
Newsletters for the work of the Fellow-
ship of Christ and Living Stones (Okara).
Please request copies—or send us an
email—if you would like to have them.

Congratulations!

Shamshad Luka, who
with his wife, Rubina,
directs the Gospel School
and pastors the church in
Bilal Town, has just passed
his MA exam. We extend
our congratulations.

As the Gospel School opens again after
the summer, three classes still meet under
canvas on the open ground purchased for
a new school building. This project remains
the highest priority in our list of needs. 250
children study at the school.

We look forward to hear from you ..,“/

L] Please send me the quarterly newsletter
[ Please send me a Standing Order / Gift Aid form

You cannot
imagine...

“You cannot imagine how difficult it is to
bring 80 children to school every day in
just one vehicle!

Sajida is at a loss to know what to do. She
runs the Life Transforming Centre — a
school for Christian children living in the
surrounding villages. No school transport,

no children. “We stopped taking new children in school
before the summer holidays just because we do not have

enough space in the vehicle”

The School has an urgent need to which we must
respond. Most of these children come from homes with no
luxuries and many hardships. The school is their lifeline.

===Starfish Asia Volunteers=——
What you could do to help

Starfish Asia volunteers Karin and Elizabeth took the SA
display to the Bangor Convention in August, handing out
brochures and making friends for Pakistan’s poor.

PLEASE CONTACT US!

We are looking for willing volunteers

>

->

Fund raisers
We will provide a folder of good ideas
for raising funds for the poor

Church reps
We will give you the materials to use
in promoting interest in your church

Prayer partners
Sign up to receive a monthly email
prayer bulletin for Starfish Asia

Events reps
Would you be willing to represent
Starfish Asia at public events?

Ambassadors for Starfish Asia
Just pass on the word — we can help
by providing materials

To find out more, contact Trevor:

02891 458718

or email trevor@starfishasia.com

FundRaising
Standards Board

Starfish Asia is a member of the
Fundraising Standards Board
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| was walking on the beach one morning and

[J 1enclose a gift of

for Starfish Asia

L] 1 would like to be a Starfish Asia volunteer. Send more information
[J Please send me copies of the two special Newsletters
L] 1 would like to receive the monthly prayer news by email
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| saw a young man picking up starfish from the sand
and flinging them back into the sea. | asked why he did it.

"If I don't, they will die in the midday sun," he said.

"But there are thousands of starfish," | replied.
"What difference does it make to save a few?"

He looked down at the starfish in his hand
and flung it to safety in the waves.

"It makes a big difference to this one!" he said.
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