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did not intend to initiate anything when | visited a friend in

Korangi 2%>—between Korangi 2 and 3—a desperately
poor area of Karachi. George is a pastor and he had asked for
help to build a church for his congregation. | was reluctant.
We don’t have money for church buildings.

| went for a walk with George in the dusty streets of
Korangi 2%. Picking one’s way through the rubbish, the
discarded plastic bags and the sewage is a special kind of
experience. It's the playground for hundreds of kids. We
talked with people in the street, met some of the children
(including Mehwish and her sister — above), went into a
shop and talked with the people. “Why do you want a
church building?” | asked George. “Why not rent a building
and open a school? Hundreds of Christian children cannot

®

afford to go to school and have no hope for their future.
You could make a great contribution to the community,
teach the Bible every day and see lives changed, use the
same building for worship on Sundays, prayer meetings,
sewing classes, adult literacy — and equip a generation of
children with the means to 1 P [
escape poverty. It takes so :
little to do so much for a
tragically needy community.”

We didn't commit ourselves
to help George — we cannot
afford it now. But we have sown
seeds, and we will not forget &
the children of Korangi 2%.
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Risky
JTHGES

It is highly risky to walk
through the streets of
Pakistan. No — it is not
danger from terrorists or
thieves, but the risk of
stumbling over too many
starfish on the beach.

| have just returned
from another month in
Pakistan, visiting the
remarkable people we
support, and assessing
what more we can do to
lift up the down-trodden
and give hope to the
desperate. All the stories
in this issue come from
this visit — and all the
pictures too.

The hardest thing is to
walk through the dusty
streets of the slums and
villages and realise we
cannot possibly rescue
everyone. But we have to
do what we can, especially
for the Christian children
who are the future light of
Pakistan.

We've said it many times
before — we know we
cannot help everyone,
but with just a little help
we could rescue so many
more!

Mike Wakely
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Bursting at the seams

he Lahore Christian High School — fully funded by the Starfish Asia Fund — now
provides free quality High School education to more than 500 Christian children
from poor homes in Lahore. Nine students passed their matriculation exam and

graduated this year. 34 students are preparing for their matric exam next March.

The expanding

Fellowship of Christ

shley and Seemafounded the Fellowship of Christin

1999 to help the poor and destitute in the Christian
community. After forming a team of caring ladies
and opening the Lahore Christian High School,
they continued to expand their work — with the full
support and appreciation of the Starfish Asia Fund.

Sharakpur School for Special Children

This initiative provides day care for about 30 physically and
mentally handicapped children in a small town to the west of
Lahore. Many of the children come from Muslim homes and
the School provides a wonderful platform for Christian witness
in this mixed community. The care and love given by Arshad
and Nighat, who run the School, is a light in the neighbour-
hood.

The Barkat Memorial Clinic

In March 2006 the Fellowship of Christ opened a medical clinic,
attached to the Lahore Christian High Schoool and attended
by a doctor daily. The clinic provides free consultations and
medicines for the poor and is welcomed by the community.

Now the Barkat Memorial Clinic opens twice a week,
attended by the same staff and providing the same services to
all communities in need in Sharakpur. The Clinic is part of the
commitment of FOC to help the disadvantaged and the poor.

The Clinic was not launched with Starfish Asia funds, but we
will assume full financial responsibility in February 2007.
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Moving on...
Sadaf Barkat
Born in Lahore in 1988,
Sadaf has five brothers and
sisters. Her father, earning
a low government salary,
was cheated of all his savings
when he tried to buy a house.
He could no longer afford to
send any of the children to
school. In 2001 Sadafentered
the Lahore Christian High
School to continue herstudies
free of cost. She became
Head Student and graduated
in 2004. She went on to pass
her Intermediate exams and
is now studying for nursing.
Her ambition is to become a
doctor and she is looking for

funding to study in China.
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Committed!

he Starfish Asia Fund is committed to help the Miracle
School Ministries to open a primary school in a brick kiln
community close to Lahore. We already support Rubina and
Angela to run the Miracle School for more than 250 poor children
in Lahore. They are well experienced and have been taking a
Sunday School class in the Brick Kiln village for the past year.

The Miracle School has rented a three-room house in Youhannabad 2
— about ten minutes’ walk from the brick kiln. The school will open with
100 children in Nursery, Kindergarten and Class 1. The whole village is
nominally Christian, but few attend any church. The school will quickly
become the centre of village life, providing education, Bible teaching
and worship. It will be a beacon of hope for the whole community.

Pray for « Angela and Rubina who will oversee the school.
- Thel00 privileged children who will receive a free education.

There has to be a better way! Some Christian children
at the brick kiln with Arthur, part of the Miracle School
family and Director of the new school project.

Hope for a community without hope

_ #= We spoke to these two men, who were digging out mud

at the brick kiln. We asked how much they earned. ‘Three
hundred rupees (£2.50) for 1000 bricks, they replied.

How many bricks can you make in a day?‘A family can make a thou-
sand on a good day.

)% What do you do in the monsoon when it rains? ‘We cannot |

- work. How do you live? ‘The brick kiln owner is always happy to
lend us money. How much do you owe him? ‘More than 10,000
rupees (£100). It will take many years to repay our debts.

1 Do you like your work?”If we could only pay off our debts we would
© runaway from here,

@ Do your children go to school? ‘There is no school here for them to study. They work with us to make bricks.

Sargodha:

Heartbreak and Hope

: arig—and his wife Kanwal
(married in July)—continue
to dream how they can better serve
the prisoners in the jail (whom Tariq
visits daily) and the poor Christians in
- the Noori Gate slum, where they run
the Sadaye-Aman Primary School.

| spent a day in Sargodha in  the Noori Gate slum to feel
November. After a visit to the atmosphere and meet
the school—far too small the people. | expected to
and full of enthusiastic find atleast one or two small
children and patient churches and private schools
teachers—| walked around in such alarge and nominally
Christian area. There was
none. In one home we found
the wall covered with Hindu
gods (including  Jesus).
In another the children
recited the Muslim creed for
us. In some ways this was
depressing — in another
way | felt the excitement of
Tarig's commitment to Noori
Gate and the significance
of the school—a beacon of
light for the transformation
of the community.
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Understanding
us better

The Starfish Asia
Fund has grown,
and we have taken
on new  people
and new projects.
They all need prayer,

support and under-
standing.
If you would like to pray

for those we help — and
better understand our
projects, we would like to
send you a Project sheet.

These Project sheets are under preparation. We are
preparing a single page to introduce each of the
Starfish Asia partners and their work, and to give the
state and need of each project. You can request a full set
or ask for any Project sheet that interests you.

Please request the Project Sheets from.
Mike Wakely
Freepost RRAY-KKCU-SGZC
Starfish Asia Fund
32 Beck Lane, Beckenham BR3 4RE (UK)

or from mike@starfishasia.com
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Allow us to dream...

Have you seen the page with this title on our web page?
Look for http://www.starfishasia.com/dream.htm

Special children

| was approached while | was in Lahore
with an urgent request to visit a School
for Special Children in a suburb of the
city. Khalid was insistent, so | went
and spent most of a day with him.
He and his wife are Christians and for
several years have run a well respected
school for mentally retarded children
from both Muslim and Christian homes.

Youssaf was apgg B i
beggar until '
Khalid found

him in 2000 and
invited him to
join his school. He
recently won four
medals (including
Gold for the
50 metres) at
‘Special  Olympics’ held recently
in Delhi. His pride and self-confidence
are overwhelming evidence of the
care he receives in Khalid's home.

Khalid Shehzad and his wife run the
Dorothea Centre for Special Children.
Due tot he death of their sponsor, their
funding has sadly come to an end.

Rural Punjab

Sajida returned to her village near Okara,
south-west of Lahore, after two years of
Bible study in England. Her immediate
concern was the future of the children
of Christian background in the villages
close to her home. After only two
months she has begun to gather them
into small church-based schools. But
to develop her dream will take money
—not least for her own support. She
approached the Starfish Asia Fund for
help. What should we do?

Korangi 272
Are we dreaming when we think about
helping to open a Primary School for
Christian children in Korangi 2%z in
Karachi? Maybe we are—there are
many obstacles to overcome and many
needs to be met. But there are so many
lost and needy children in Korangi 2.

Allow us to dream....

Saving Starfish
is a 15-minute introduction to
the world of the
Starfish Asia Fund.

Please send for a free copy

PLEASE CONTACT US!

[ Please send me the quarterly newsletter
[] Please send me the free 15-minute DVD - Saving Starfish
[] Please send me a Standing Order / Gift Aid form

The exuberant children at the

Holy Shepherd School

Icannot close this report without a
mention of the enthusiasm, commitment and
general atmosphere of happiness at the Holy
Shepherd School in Karachi. | spent a few hours
at the school, going from class to class and being
greeted by songs, prayers and demonstrations
of enthusiasm. Anser and Kashi Javaid—and all
the staff—are doing a great work for the people
of Mianwali Colony, a poor residential area at
the northern edge of huge Karachi city. It is our
privilege in Starfish Asia to be their partners.

We know we cannot help everyone—
but we have got to help some!
A little goes a long way to turn despair into hope.
Will you help us to make that difference?

_STARFISH
ASIA FUND

As | walked on the beach one morning, |
saw a young man picking up starfish from
the sand and flinging them back into the
sea. “If I don’t save them, they will die in
the noonday sun,” he said.

“But there are thousands of starfish on this

for the Starfish Asia Fund

[ Ienclose a gift of

Name
Address

Postcode

Email address
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Please cut out and send this form to:
Freepost RRAY-KKCU-SGZC

The Starfish Asia Fund, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)
or email: mike@starfishasia.com

DATA PROTECTION ACT, 1998.The Starfish Asia Fund will only use your personal data in connec-
tion with its charitable purposes. It will not make your details available to other organisations.

beach. What difference does it make to
save just a few?”

and flung it to safety in the waves.
“It makes a big difference to this one.”

www.starfishasia.com

32 Beck Lane, Beckenham,
Kent BR3 4RE (UK)
Tel/Fax: +44 (0)20 8402 1914
Email: mike@starfishasia.com
Registered UK Charity No. 1099672

US $ gifts for Starfish Asia may be sent to:
Starfish Asia
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