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The little things

that make a

big difference..._

We live in a world that often celebrates SIZE.

We look at large corporations as being
successful, and it's the same with
churches. It's easy to buy into the idea
that if you're going to do something
worthwhile it needs to be BIG! In the
film 'The Hobbit, the wizard Gandalf
the Grey says “I have found it is the
small everyday deeds of ordinary folk
that keep the darkness at bay.

Small acts of kindness and love.”

This is so very true and yet easy to
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Winter is cold in Lahore

Danishmand and Jasmine visited the New
Life School on the outskirts of Lahore. They !

could not help seeing that the children,
who come from some very poor homes,
were cold. No sweaters. No heating. Just in
their shirts - and some were shivering.
A small thing maybe? But it made a big
difference when they returned with new
sweaters for every child... 120 in total.



Looking back:
Looking ahead

The Starfish Story by Mike Wakely

We have taken a big step this month
as Liz is beginning to take over the
editing of our quarterly newsletter.
It has been my pleasure and a great
responsibility to do this for the past
18 years. Change is progress and we
hope you will enjoy the fresh new
look.

At the same time
| have taken a
look back over
the past 21
years, to when
we began to
provide support
to the Ananias Home
for Blind Girls and the Lahore
Christian High School.

As we reflect, we also have reason
to celebrate!

This month we have published a small
book that documents the beginning,
development and stories as revealed
in the last 70 newsletters.

This is not an ordinary history. If |
were to write a full history of Starfish
Asia, it would stretch to 500 pages
and few might read it. It is a book of
insights, short extracts, quotes, stories
— some of them tragic (the floods,
the earthquake, the bombs), some of
them inspiring, some of them deeply
moving.
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Would you like a copy?

It is not for sale, rather it will be
our pleasure to send you a copy.
You just need to send us your
address and a note by email to:
info@starfishasia.com

Orange Day One book that Atlastthe Bible
Celebrations could change Curriculum Book 6

many lives., hascomefromthe

Staff and students at the printer. At present it

Shine School in Gujranwala enjoyed e sible () is only in English, but
dressing up, balloons, face-paints and a Gl ) David Diwan of Nirali
puppet show to celebrate‘Orange Day’. sy  Kitaben (the publisher)
This simple initiative helps the children : 2 has promised it will
to have fun whilst learning the name of a , 3 be in Urdu before the
new fruit and why it is important. i start of the new

school year in May.

Small Input >>>

Jasmine visited the CGA Home, a place
of safety for some very special young
people and one of the first projects we
began to support. She asked about the
menu for the children and gave advice
about a more healthy diet. A small thing
maybe, but it could make such a positive
difference for these young people. She
also provided them with warm [
sweaters and new notebooks.

“Thank you so much for giving us
stationery for CGA Special needs children.
Itis a great help for the teachers of our
our precious children. Again Thank you so
much for your prayer, love and financial

support. God Bless you more.”

The price to transform
young person’s educati

In April we will once again face the need for
school texbooks. Our ambitions are high, as we
are aiming to provide a set of books for 17,000
children from poor homes.

It is a small gift for each child, as a set of books
costs only £3.50 (US $5). The books will serve
the children for the coming academic year
starting in May. Please consider if you are able
to support us in this way.




From Student to Staff - A Starfish Success Story

Rafaqat lives in Lahore and attended the
Kingdom of Heaven School, supported
by Starfish. He has three brothers and
one sister, and his father is a pastor and
painter. “At school | had a passion and
curiosity to get a higher education but
my parents were unable to support me.
When I was in class 8 my father got ill
and had to stop working; we couldn’t
pay the electric bill. | thought about
starting work, but realised | would not
earn enough to give a good future to my
family. So | decided to study”.

Thanks to a supportive principal, Rafagat
was allowed to use the school building
for evening study. He worked hard and
passed Matric in 2011 with the highest
marks in the school (pictured below, far
right). He was awarded a Scholarship by
Starfish, attended college and then went
to university to study BA+ons) EConomics.

Danishmand and Jasmine have visited a
number of schools recently and note:
The schools that are performing best are
those who are focused on the children and
their studies, despite what materials they
have to work with. They are doing the best
with their resources and not asking for
anything more.

« Solomon school (right) is a great
example that it's possible for those
from poor families to achieve.

«  Zeenat School is slowly improving
with attendance records and new
planning sheets.

« Eden School, Ghauri Wisdom & Star
Shine School are all doing well.

A programme of Teacher Training is
planned to begin in April. This will aim
to help those schools that are struggling
and enable teachers and project leaders
to improve standards across the board.

Rafagat joined the Starfish Pakistan
team as an Administrator in 2019. One
of his early tasks was to tidy a bookstore
and he recalls feeling humbled as a
recent graduate: “As I cleaned each book
I prayed that every child who laid hands
on that book would be blessed with the
same opportunities that | had myself.”
Over time he has shown great passion
and now regularly accompanies Jasmine
on visits to schools. “It’s so great to meet
and get to know the project leaders,
teachers and students; It changes your
perspective and helps with strategies for
improving the education”.

Outside of work, Rafagat is actively
engaged in Christian ministry and is sure
of his calling to be pastor one day.

“l believe Christians need to improve in
both secular and spiritual education in
order for the community to grow”.

Science Teachers Needed
Following successful use of the online
‘Edkasa’ programme, a need has been
identified for more qualified science
teachers, to provide complementary
practical lessons in person. The hope
is that more children will have access
to teaching in Chemistry, Physics and
Biology, subjects
that will help prepare
them for University.

“I think the biggest challenges faced by
Christians are poverty and illiteracy. If
they aren’t educated then they won't
have access to the opportunities
available in this nation”.

Rafagat continues his desire to further
his own education and is currently
studying New Testament Greek, trying
to balance his busy schedule alongside
work and church. He would also like to
achieve a B.Ed (Bachelor of Education) in
the future, in order to excel in the field of
academics.

Holy Shepherd Grammar School

Danishmand and Majid spent time in
Karachi in early February, their main
aim being to review progress at the
Holy Shepherd School in New Mian-
wali Colony. “Up to now they have run
the school in two daily shifts — now they
will have a single shift, because they
have much more space. Building work
is still in progress, as Zor Engineers had
faced some problems that are hopefully
now overcome. The Board is searching
for a new academic head, but it’s hard
to find qualified people willing to work
in the outskirts of the city. With the
new building, it is now the best school

in the Starfish family.” Danish told us
they can accommodate 1000 children.
It was a blessing to see his excitement
to move into the new building.



A fresh perspective

Dan is 19yrs old and the nephew of
Rob Bavington, Starfish CEO. Dan
accompanied Rob to Pakistan as
part of his Gap Year. We asked:

Q1. What were your observations
when visiting schools?

My most striking and memorable
observation at all the schools was the
gratitude from pupils and staff for the
support that Starfish provides, most
clearly displayed in the elaborate
welcome ceremonies.

Q2. What would you say is the biggest challenge for Starfish in terms of
improving schools? The most striking problem is the drop-out of students
as they reach the older years, because many poor families either don’t value
education or can't afford to keep their children in school. Some parents don’t
believe that school will lead to a more prosperous career and this narrow
vision has been passed down to the students, who have a limited range of
careers they aspire to.

Q3. What was the highlight of your trip?

The highlight of my school visits was St. Paul’s school and having lunch with
pastor Shamaun Masih. He has no children of his own, but passionately
explained how the school was his ‘child; which for me was one of the most
powerful things | heard in all 3 weeks. | also enjoyed visiting Abba Home.
Project leader Ashraf prided himself on the fact that the girls run much of the
ins and outs of the home, from looking after pets to the cooking. This gave
each girl a great sense of purpose.

Q4. How have you been impacted by
what you saw and learnt?

| have a greater appreciation of how
fortunate | am to be in my position in
the UK.  use the visit as a reminder to
be more grateful for all | have, and less
naive when considering someone else’s
circumstances. The work of Starfish
honestly changes so many lives, so
even when challenges seem too

large, don't forget your impact.
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New Chairman
Appointed for the
Pakistan Board

We're delighted to welcome a new Chair of
the Starfish Pakistan Board of Trustees.

Rev. Azhar Mushtagq is ordained in the Church
of Pakistan and a well-respected member of
the community. He was recently appointed as
General Secretary of the Pakistan Bible Society
and offers a wealth of experience, including 5
years as secretary for the Christian Education
Department of LDBE (Lahore Diocesan Board
of Education). He recently visited the office to
meet the staff, lead devotionals and enjoy a

Security Threat to Christians

You may have seen in the news recently the
tragic shooting of two pastors, one fatally. Such
incidents are mercifully rare, yet highlight the
precarious situation for Christians in Pakistan.
Thankfully no one involved was directly linked
with the work of Starfish Pakistan, although
the injured Pastor was known to Danishmand.
When | asked about the situation he said:
“When this happens everyone begins to worry
about security. Thankfully it's not often and
after a time people go back to normal.
However, the general security situation has
deteriorated in the last few months”
Please keep praying for our brothers and
sisters in Pakistan who, even if threats are
rare, still face regular discrimination.
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