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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

With our thanks 
for nine years of commitment

A tribute to Anser and Kashi for their service to Pakistan's Christians

Dr. Shelly Saima Yaqub is a member of 
the Starfish Pakistan board. We asked her 

to write a brief tribute to Anser and Kashi.

“When Mike asked me to write about Anser Javed, my mind 
went back to the first time I met him at the International 
Christian Fellowship in Lahore.  A new church member was 
being welcomed  together with his beautiful wife, Kashi, and 
two adorable children. My husband Sam and I spoke to him and 
an hour passed by before we realized all he talked about was his 
mission in Starfish Pakistan and developing it for God’s glory. 
After an hour he still had more to share. I didn’t feel for a minute 
that we were meeting him for the first time. 

“His mission was what we always wanted to do. My husband 
Sam was admitted to a programme he wanted to pursue, but he 
didn’t have the funds to proceed. This man sounded like hope 
to many like us, and Starfish Pakistan a beacon of light. We 
decided to join the mission to the extent we could and it has 
been a good nine years now. 

“Conversations with him still might go for hours but the hope 
and strength he and Kashi have spread to students all over 
Pakistan are worth the praise. His honesty and selflessness are a 
blessing to many and I have known him to be both a dedicated 
father and a hard worker. I will surely miss both of them in 
Starfish Pakistan. May God bless them with all His goodness in 
their future endeavours.” 



Welcome to Danishmand
From 1st May, Danishmand Wasti took the reins of leadership in Starfish 
Pakistan. We were not a little surprised when Anser offered his resignation, 
but very grateful when the Starfish Pakistan Board affirmed their full 
support for Danishmand’s appointment.

Danishmand and his wife Jasmine are well known to us. They have both been members 
of the Starfish Pakistan board, Danishmand as Chairman for five years.  He served 
as Training Director in Campus Crusade in Karachi for 8 years, working with young 
people, before becoming Director of Scripture Union in Lahore. He has been in 
Christian ministry for 35 years and was recently ordained in the Church of Pakistan. 

Jasmine is head of the Matriculation Department in a Christian school. As most of the 
students are Muslims, her special passion is to support the Christian girls. Many end up 
working as maids in Muslim homes, where they face many problems. 

We asked Danishmand: “What are you excited about as you join Starfish Pakistan?” 
Here are his answers:

First, I want to win the hearts of our 
Project Leaders – to let them know that 

I am for them. I am there to serve, to listen 
to them, and to build a relationship.

I want to ensure that we work in such 
a way that their support will continue. 

We will not lose anyone. It is my priority 
that we maintain a standard of teaching 
the poor students in these 57 projects.

I want to discipline myself spiritually 
and health-wise and to be an example 

to the children and the teachers who are in 
contact with me.

It is a challenge for me that we should 
be very transparent in spending the 

funds provided to us.

Many people in Pakistan know about 
Starfish, but the Churches do not know 

much. Because of my background, I want to 
get the prayer support of the Churches for 
the work of Starfish.

I want to see that, one day, we can 
provide proper medical care for the 

poor in our community. Maybe under my 
leadership we could provide a centre or 
hospital for low-cost medical support.

                       Aftab               Rafaqat		       Naveed                      Majid                        Asher		                 Danishmand

My vision is to conduct seminars for 
class 9 and 10 students to broaden the 

vision for their future. Our people receive 
a very limited vision from their family and 
background. They need help to dream 
bigger dreams for their future, to bring 
them to a different place.

I have known Starfish for many years, 
from the very beginning. I remember 

the first school that Starfish supported — 
the Lahore Christian High School run by Mr 
Ashley Arshad. I interviewed the teachers. 
I want to continue with that vision.
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Transition in Pakistan
(Memories and reflections from Mike Wakely, founder and Executive Trustee of Starfish Asia)

In the past year we have all had to grow used to huge and mostly unwelcome change.  In Starfish Asia, both 
in the UK and in Pakistan, we have not chosen, but have been obliged, to accept the turmoil and the changes 
that go with it.  However, God has remained faithful, and we are grateful for all who continue to stand with us.

I have visited Karachi with Anser many times. There is a street in Karachi’s sprawling suburbs, where he would say to me: “I used to 
sweep these streets together with my mother”.  And in another place he would turn to me and say: “This is where I was when I received 
the call from you to ask if I would join Starfish Pakistan as the first national Director.”  Two places etched in his memory that moulded 
and changed his life.  

We were therefore especially sad when Anser and Kashi announced their resignation after nine years of tireless service. We respect 
their decision and pray for God’s blessing on their future. At the same time, we welcome Danishmand Wasti’s commitment to lead 
Starfish Pakistan into the future. Danishmand and Jasmine have been friends for many years and we have high regard and respect 
for them both. They are God’s gift to us and to Pakistan’s Christians.

The staff of Starfish Pakistan: Morning devotions



The state of Pakistan’s 
COVID-19 crisis
Pakistan imposed a third lockdown at the 
end of March.  The Army was in the streets 
to ensure that strict lockdown rules were 
enforced. “Pakistan’s cities risk being the 
country’s worst Covid-19 onslaught yet,” 
reported the press.
School exams have been postponed, 
and new textbooks have not yet been 
printed, though the Education Minister 
announced that  “Private schools are free 
to use any textbook that is in conformity 
with the Single National Curriculum.” 

The new school year will not begin until 
August, but some private schools still 
plan to open earlier.  It is confusing.

“New Academic Year 
To Start From August”

Please help us raise funds to give scholarships to deserving young people!
We are so very grateful to all who support Starfish Asia for the scholarship scheme to enable these 

young people to go as far as they can.  We currently are supporting 211 students.   
The scholarships are very small for many — £20 or US $30 a month. Others for higher studies cost more.

Going for gold

Dr. Asher Akram
I did my MBBS from King Edward 
Medical University in April 2021 

and passed with distinction in 
Medicine and Paediatrics. Starfish 
has played a pivotal role in my life. 
I belong to a middle class family, 
my father is a heart patient, and it 
was difficult to go for higher studies 
because of the fees. I owe a lot 
to Starfish for being so gracious. 
After completing my studies I will  
work as a doctor in Mayo Hospital 
Lahore and serve the community as 
best as I can.“

Equipping those who dream big dreams

This uncertainty has caused considerable 
distress to many of our partners. School 
teachers have been afraid to help their 
students and parents afraid to send their 
children to school. 
Ashraf of Abba Home told us: “The girls 
are here — but don’t show pictures of 
them in school uniform.” Sosthenes from 
the Christian Public Model School in 
Kotrey wrote: “The parents refused to send 
their children in the fear of being caught.” 

“All the girls are at their homes. 
Schools are closed by order of the 
government, especially hostels,” wrote 
Khalida from Ananias Blind Home.

In the midst of considerable confusion 
and uncertainty, this is the good news:
 Throughout the COVID-19 crisis we 
have continued to provide salaries for 
teachers and basic costs for schools. This 
has been much appreciated.
 Schools are due to begin to re-open 
from the end of May. Our prayer is that 
June will be a better month.
 Five vaccines have been approved and 
anyone over the age of 30 can apply. 
5 million have received the first dose. 
Though in short supply, several of our 
partners have been vaccinated, including 
Danishmand Wasti.

Rob has been working hard with Asher 
in Pakistan to make sure that our schol-
arship awards are not only appreciated 
but also effective. This is his report.

“As I set out to take my sons to school, I 
notice that Danishmand is ringing me 
on WhatsApp. Amazing how technology 
connects bustling, hot, crowded Lahore 
and cold, damp, rural Yorkshire!

Danishmand wants me to chat with some 
of the over 200 scholarship students 
supported by Starfish Asia. What a 
wonderful way to begin my Thursday! 

Once I got home, over a video WhatsApp 
call, I get to meet Zarish, Cyril and Dora. 
All understand and speak good English. 
These are students who have managed 
to do various degree courses, full of hope 
and vision for the future. 

They smile, laugh, talk about being in 
a class with other Christians or being 
the only Christian on their course, and 
share requests for prayer. They are truly 
delightful!

I am left to reflect on the difference that 
the scholarship scheme has made for 
each of these young people. Not just an 
education but the opportunity to dream 
bigger dreams. 

For example, I recently heard of a bright 
young man from a brick kiln communi-
ty with aspirations to become a doctor. 
He has made tentative enquiries about a 
scholarship.”

Zarish Younis
I am in my final 
year of study for a 

doctorate in Physio- 
therapy.  Starfish has 
had a vital role in my 
life and I have been able to pay all my 
dues on time. I dream of opening a 
clinic to provide free physiotherapy 
for poor stroke victims.”
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Cyril John
I am studying 
BSc (Honors) in 

Chemistry from GC 
University Lahore.  Of 
course Covid affects our 
education badly. The scholarship from 
Starfish Pakistan made a huge differ-
ence, as we are suffering economically 
because of Covid. I plan to work with 
a pharmaceutical company when I 
graduate, and to support my family.”



Dora Emmanuel
I am doing BSc 
in Food Sciences 

and Human Nutrition 
from Kinnaird College.
It is quite difficult to 
manage in the present circumstances 
and it causes anxiety and depression.  
Now, with the help of Starfish I was 
able to continue my studies with ease. 
My aim after graduation is to become a 
clinical nutritionist.”


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       Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help.  Send me more information.
□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia.
Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                             Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.O. Box 29, 	
			   Afton, VA  22920, USA  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.			 
			   887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations 
(2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website:   https://starfishasia.com/privacy-and-cookies/

 www.facebook.com/starfishasia                            

giving hope to the children of Pakistan

UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

  www.starfishasia.com  

When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion (Matthew 9:36)

Practical acts of kindness
Schools are scheduled to re-open at the end of May. It may or may not happen.  We still 
believe that the best service we can provide to Pakistan’s Christians is through education. 
At the same time, our motivation is Compassion. Anser was moved with compassion when 
he launched the weekly food programme for the poor. In these hard times we face constant 
appeals for help — for further studies, for urgent medical needs, for food and family support.  

In early 2020 Ruth Coleman took on the 
challenge to raise £500 to help provide 

scholarships for Pakistani Christian young 
people. The challenge? To walk 66 miles of 
the coastal path around the Isle of Wight.

Ruth opened a fund-raising page and gifts 
began to come in. Then came the virus and 

the lockdown 
— the ‘Challenge’ was post-
poned. But Ruth kept going 
in spite of “a recent fall, bad 
weather and dark days.” She in-
creased her target — and then 
exceeded it!  “Sponsorship has 
grown wings!” she said. 

You could do it too!
There are many other challenges: 

London to Brighton, the Cotswolds, the Peak District... 
Go the extra mile for people in need.

https://www.isleofwightchallenge.com

Going the 
extra 66 miles!

Ruth set out from Niton at 6.15 
am on 1st May,  accompanied for 
19 miles by Ian Pratt, another 
Starfish supporter, and then by 
Andy, her husband, through the 
night. On Sunday, 30 hours later, 
exhausted and triumphant, she 
arrived back at Niton.

She far exceeded her original 
target and to date has raised 
more than £3,300 (including 
a gift from the Mayor of Ryde) 
for scholarships for Pakistani 
Christians. Thank you, Ruth!

The West Highland Way Challenge
Allan Grant is another supporter who does not know how to stop. On 29th 
May he ran 96 miles to raise funds for Starfish Asia. “Just before 9pm last 
night (30 May) I completed the West Highland Way Challenge Race. After 
about 207,000 steps, 154km and 4,800m of climbing I arrived in Milngavie 

in about 33 hours 48 mins. “ Aiming to raise £1,000, his total to date is £2,882.  
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/agrant

We know we cannot do everything.   We also know we must do more.


