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giving hope to the people of Pakistan

celebrating our partners on 

THE FRONT LINE
“Now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)
Our Project Leaders in Pakistan are the beating heart of all 
we do. In this issue we want to celebrate their dedication. 
During this COVID-19 crisis, in Pakistan more people are likely 
to suffer from hunger than from disease. Our Project Leaders 
have been able to bring immediate help to some of the most 
needy among the parents of children in their schools.

So far, Starfish Pakistan has provided funds to 61 schools, 
sufficient to give rations or cash to more than 1,500 families. 
We wish we could highlight them all. Meanwhile, schools 
are closed, exams postponed, most books still not delivered.  

Zafar, who with his wife Amna directs 
Amazing Grace School, prepares food 
packets of flour, lentils, sugar and other 
essential foodstuffs for distribution. In 
April he provided rations for 31 families.

“Today Mehtab came to our home with 
a bag of rations for our family, “ said 
Shehnaz. “We are thankful to him.” Her 
husband is a labourer and drug addict, 
who now has no work. Mehtab runs the 
New Life School in a village near Sahiwal. 



Naeem Dean
Dean Public School, Lahore

Starfish Asia has supported Dean Public School since 2011. 
We asked Naeem how he started his school.

“My father was a pastor with the Salvation Army. I took a 
teaching job in a private school in 1998.   But I could see  that 
Christians were in the worst position for study — often thrown 
out because they could not pay the fee.  I prayed to God: ‘Lord,   
use me for this purpose’. I opened an evening tuition centre for 
poor students  and orphans. We welcomed them all warmly.

One day I was going to meet a friend. I saw many kids playing in 
the street, not going to school. I asked their parents and they said, 
‘We haven’t any money’. Then I felt a burden to help. I resigned   
my job and started my school in a rented building. God opened 
the way. We have been running the school now for 18 years.”

“I am Shagufta. I lost my husband 5 years ago and three of my 
daughters study in Dean Public School for free. I was doing 
cleaning and laundry work to earn my wages. Due to the 
Coronavirus, I lost my job and struggled to provide food for 
my children. Sometimes they slept without eating. It was very 
painful, until Starfish provided a food parcel. I thank God, at 
least for a few weeks my children will not sleep without food.”

Naseeb 
Right Way School, Kalokey

“Razia’s husband died two years ago. She has a sister, who is 
paralysed, and six children. She belongs to Kalokey village. She 
has no source of money due to Corona virus, but we were able 
to provide some rations so that her family can eat well. This is a 
very poor and needy family.” 

THE FRONT LINE
Here are just a few more of our front-line partners, with 
a small sample of the people they have been able to 
help with COVID-19 relief funds.

Sumeira 
New Life School, Bahawalpur

Babar Masih is a rickshaw driver. His children attend the New 
Life School.  Due to the lock-down, work became very hard 
and he was not able to earn an income to support the family. 
“I have five daughters and a wife to look after.  Since 16th March 
I am sitting at home and unable to earn. New Life School has 
provided me food. Thank you.”

Starfish Asia : UK trustee update
As we start a new decade, we are very encouraged on the 
progress being made by our CEO, Duncan Stonehouse, in 
taking over the leadership of Starfish Asia from Mike 
Wakely.  This is a gradual process and both Mike and Kerstin 
continue to remain very much part of Starfish Asia.  
Duncan's journey featured in a previous newsletter, and he 
welcomes any opportunity to chat and get to know friends 
and supporters. Please do feel free to contact him:

duncan@starfishasia.com  

We also have a new UK Board Chair.  Edinburgh-based Devin 
Scobie, formerly Vice Chair, has agreed to take over the 
Chairmanship following David Wright's decision to leave 
Starfish Asia after thirteen years. We would like to thank 
David for his many years of service.  Devin works in the 
communication business and has several decades' 
experience working with politicians, media training, 
handling crises and drafting everything from press releases 
to speeches for party leaders.

We are looking for a few new trustees for Starfish Asia.  
Please contact us for more information.



“We witness 
miracles 

every day ...”
Mother Nest

We invited Mahum Mateen, daughter of Tina (above), 
to write something about the amazing work of Mother 
Nest, a Care Centre for special young people in Lahore.

The most authentic thing about us is our capacity to 
create, to overcome, to transform, to endure, to love —  

and to be greater than love. ‘Care and Smile’ is the motto of the 
Mother Nest Special Education Society. 

We started with just four children with Downs Syndrome, and 
now 35 children are enrolled in the school.  Some live with 
cerebral palsy, autism, intellectual impairment or a physical 
disability.  We welcome them all and provide education, 
vocational training, and other activities. We start our day with 
prayer and Bible reading, and we witness miracles every day.

Joshwa:  “getting better day by day...”
Joshwa Tariq is one of the oldest students 
in Mother Nest. Joshwa suffers with 
epilepsy. Many times he got an attack 
in our school, and every time we prayed 
for his healing. Slowly his attacks have 
decreased. His parents recently visited 
Mother Nest to tell us that their son’s 
medicine has been reduced and the 
doctors told them he is getting better day by day. By the grace 
of God he is now calmer and less aggressive.

Shumaila:  “... now speaks a few words”
Shumaila is 16. She was kept inside for 
many years because her parents didn’t 
want anyone to know they had a special 
child. She was a disgrace for them. Then 
one day her mother came to know about 
us and she visited our class rooms. She 
saw that other girls in Mother Nest were 
developing, and immediately decided to 
send Shumaila. She couldn’t speak when she first came but now 
speaks a few words and takes part in every activity.





Mother Nest and COVID-19
These special young people are all vulnerable, and most 
come from very poor families.  “Our 35 regular students are 
all needy...“  Starfish Pakistan has provided funds to help 
some of these families, and will continue to support them.

We asked Anser Javed, director of Starfish Pakistan, how 
the Coronavirus crisis in Pakistan has affected his work.

Of course, when the schools closed, 9,000 of our children were no 
longer in school, so our normal work closed for a time. Everything 
was delayed – lesson planning, book distribution. But we were 
on the front line in meeting the needs of students’ families. I am 
proud of our office team, because they have continued their work.

How did you choose whom to give funds to? 

We sent funds to our Project Leaders, with guidelines, and they 
chose the most deserving families of their schools, mostly the 
daily wage labourers, brick kiln workers, and so on.

How many schools have distributed the money? 

Almost all our projects received some funds, that is 46 schools, 
then 15 other schools from our Survey list, as well as some small 
grants for a pastor in Karachi and some especially needy people.

How have your project leaders responded to this crisis? 

I was very happy to see that no one was frightened. Everyone 
was ready to help and responded with real compassion and care. 
Some visited families in their homes, sometimes making up food 
packets to give, or just providing a cash gift.

How many families have received help from Starfish? 

We estimate that 1500 families have received some help. It has all 
been done at the discretion of our project leaders. And there are 
more funds to help next month too.

What long term effects will the crisis have on your work?

This is going to affect the children’s education. Schools are due to 
re-open in July, though we have also heard that the Government 
might consider a delay till December. If it continues, then many 
children’s education will suffer. Students might lose a year of their 
education. For us, there will be no Speech Competition or Awards 
Ceremony. Everyone knows that many things will just be different.

“Many things 
will just be 
different.”
Anser Javed

Books distributed at last
At last some textbooks have become available 
in the market and sets of books are being 
provided to 11,700 students. Here books are 
being given to the students of Ghauri Wisdom 
High School run by Jahanzaib and Fauzia.  



“It was with wet eyes that I saw the building demolished.”
The Holy Shepherd School, Karachi
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Ejaz Khushi
The Holy Shepherd School, Karachi

Ejaz Khushi and his wife Nazia have two sons and live close to 
the Holy Shepherd School. Ejaz joined the staff in 2006 and 
became Principal 8 years ago. Today he shares the leadership 
and remains Principal of the High School. We asked him to 
look back and share his vision for the future.

“When I joined the school the building was quite good, but its 
condition deteriorated. But we have many memories of the old 
building. It was with wet eyes that I saw it demolished. Truly 
we learned to serve in that building and we were strengthened 
in our vocation in that building. Yes, it's good that we came to 
no harm in that building. Starfish has taken the decision at the 
right time to give safety and protect the students and staff.

I want to get a doctorate in education, as I want to start the Holy 
Shepherd College. It's very difficult for well-educated teachers 
from the city to come here and teach. I also want to start BEd 
and MEd program here. There used to be very few educated 
people here. Now it's better, but few people go for higher 
education. That's why I want to facilitate them.”

Faisal Kamran
Hope Public School, Karachi

Hope School was opened by Faisal in 2010, located fairly close 
to the Holy Shepherd School. Faisal was (and still is for some 
classes) a teacher in Holy Shepherd — and a pastor. His wife 
Sitara was both student and teacher in Holy Shepherd. The 
two schools work closely together for the community.

“Due to the lock-down, most people here are working on daily 
basis. No jobs are available, and there is no income resource 
for many of them. People are facing many problems. Our Gov-
ernment is not able to provide food. This is a very thickly pop-
ulated area and there are hundreds of Christian families. The 
distribution was done through Holy Shepherd, and 21 families 
from Hope Public School received rations.

My first love is for Hope School, which is like my baby. I have 
a big dream for a purpose-built school building with solar 
system and well-furnished, digital classrooms, where every 
student has a laptop and teachers have digital tools, a glass 
of milk and fruit should be provided to each child every day to 
enable perfect physical and mental growth. This is my dream.”

Demolition of the old Holy Shepherd School building began 
and was completed in March. Block by block the building was 
demolished by hand, in spite of restrictions due to the virus 
pandemic. The site is ready for construction of foundations to 
begin, though there is now further delay as shops are closed 
and some materials therefore unavailable.

Meanwhile, funds were released 
to the Holy Shepherd and Hope 
Schools to provide food relief to 
many families suffering from the 
lock-down. More will be provided 
in the coming weeks.


