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giving hope to the children of Pakistan

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people.”

570 teachers and staff have been supported in 
46 schools, serving more than 8,000 students.   
Starfish Asia also supported seven homes and 
centres for orphans, disabled and disadvantaged 
Christian young people.

11,720 sets of essential textbooks were given to 
81 Christian schools, giving poor students the 
basic materials needed for their studies.  8,600 
Bible Curriculum books were also given for use 
by primary classes. Most of these schools have a 
daily Bible class for their Christian students. 

2019

We wish all our supporters and friends a
very happy Christmas and a blessed New Year

Looking back with thanksgiving
102 students from Starfish-supported schools 
passed their Matric exam (Secondary School 
graduation, which opens the door to their future). 
In 2019 Starfish Pakistan provided scholarships to 
276 students for higher studies. 

270 Christian teachers from 81 schools each 
attended 5 two-day teacher training workshops 
from professional teacher-trainers, working 
alongside Starfish Pakistan. Most of these had 
never received prior training, yet are committed 
to raise the standards in their schools.



My first ever visit 
to Pakistan

by Duncan Stonehouse 
(our new CEO)

On Tuesday 1st October, Mike and  
I landed in Lahore. Over the next 

18 days, we visited 21 of the projects 
we support through your generosity.  I saw 

many challenges for the Christian population, but I also saw 
hope.  Through Starfish Asia we are ‘touching’ many lives — 
children, teachers, project leaders, parents, pastors, friends 
and many more.

Life in a Basti…
As it was my first time in Pakistan, I really wanted to understand 
what it is like to live in a slum or Basti.  On the outskirts of 
Lahore the Amazing Grace School serves around 150 Christian 
families.  

Zafar Daniel, who runs the school, explained to me: “Women and 
girls often work as cleaners for Muslim households earning £20 a 
month, and the men are typically labourers if they can get work”.  
Zafar has a vision to create a skill centre at the school so that 
some people can be trained to carry out skilled work.

Zafar took me to visit a home where 5 people live, all in a room 
the size of a typical UK living room, without a kitchen, with 
shared beds and an outside toilet shared with another family.  It 
was pretty grim, and this was one of the better ones I saw, as it 
had sewers, rather than open sewage channels running along-
side the houses in other places.

1,000 bricks a day 
Ever wondered what it is like to do the same thing 1,000 times 
a day, every day, and only get paid around £4 a day for it?  This 
is what it is like for this Christian family that I visited on a brick 
kiln near Lahore.   Allowing for a few months when they cannot 
work due to the rainy season, it averages less than £70 a month.  

Starfish Asia supports a number of schools at the heart of these 
communities, including the Tahir Model and Ambrose Schools 
in Sheikhupura.

As Duncan takes over the leadership of 
Starfish Asia we asked him the big question:

“What are your five
   priorities for 2020?”

Here is his answer:
To see the final book of the Bible Curriculum completed, and 
the books distributed to more than 100 schools 
and 13,000 students. We also want to 
provide training for teachers on how 
best to use the content and share God’s 
Word, so that students will grow in their 
understanding and faith.

Progress on the rebuilding of the Holy Shepherd Grammar 
School in Karachi, so that it is ready for occupation towards 
the end of the year.

Coaching and mentoring of Project leaders to further 
raise the standard of teaching and school administration, 
with more training for teachers to improve the quality of 
the education provided to the children.

Delivering on our commitments for the 6 schools we 
adopted in 2019 — and three more in 2020 —  to bring 
them towards the Starfish model school standard.

Strengthening the Starfish Pakistan team to help reduce 
the number of students who drop out of school. We must 
work with Project leaders to ensure that students are both 
inspired and ambitious to complete their Matric exams, 
which is the doorway to their future.



“Bara Din Mubarak Ho”
Christmas Day is a public holiday for the whole of Pakistan.  
It is a public holiday for Christians as it is a religious festival.  

All the Muslims get a day off as well, but not because it is 
Christmas Day.  it just so happens also to be the birthday of 
the late founder of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, other-

wise known as Quaid-e-Azam (“The Great Leader”).

The standard traditional Christmas greeting in Punjabi is 
“Bara Din Mubarak Ho”, which means: 

”The blessing of Christmas (the Big Day) on you”.

In the days leading up to Christmas, most Christian schools 
and Churches hold big Christmas events, often in the streets 
to accommodate everyone.  Whilst most Brits enjoy a roast 
turkey, most Christian Pakistanis will have chicken or beef 

curry or biryani, sometimes followed by a sweet cake.
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The people we serve
I want to share a little about the people we serve.  For 
some of you, especially our long-term supporters, you may 
know all this but for many, including myself, it provides 
an understanding of why we are needed.

Pakistan has everything: vast wealth and grinding poverty, 
hope and despair, multi-millionaires and 58% illiteracy.  Born 
as a homeland for India’s Muslims in 1947, 96% of Pakistan’s
220 million people follow Islam. Christians and Hindus form 
just under 2% each and other religions make up the rest.

Christianity expanded in the 19th century through the work 
of dedicated missionaries, who often focused on low caste 
Punjabi Hindus, who were attracted to Christianity.  Known 
as Chuhras, they were despised because their work involved 
menial jobs such as disposing of dead animals and human 
waste.  Over 150 years later, the Christian community 
largely remains poor and marginalised in Pakistan, often 
living in slums, called bastis, in larger cities where many 
are hired as sweepers and cleaners.  Many work as bonded 
labourers in brick kilns, a form of modern slavery.

Pakistani education has long been inadequate, fuelled by 
poor teaching methods, lack of schools and a fast-expanding 
population.  For the marginalised Christians it is far worse, 
and it is estimated that only 3% of those who start education 
go on to complete their matriculation (similar to GCSE).

Pakistani Christians have suffered from an extreme lack of 
education and opportunity as well as oppression from the 
majority Muslim society.  Many Christians no longer aspire 
to educate their children but are resigned to being second 
class citizens stuck in the “sweeper class”, lacking self-worth, 
initiative, ambition and the capacity to succeed or take their 
place in the wider society.

These are the communities we help.  Our focus is on  giving 
young people an education. Aged less than 25 years old, 
they make up half of the population.

The people we admire
Many of the school teachers whom we are trying to help 
typically get salaries of £30 - £60 (US $40 - $80) a month, less 
than a brick kiln worker.  In many other Christian schools we 
have met teachers who receive significantly less.  Teachers 
deserve more and remain one of our highest priorities.

Making a Difference
As this was my first trip to Pakistan, I had the benefit of seeing 
the schools for the first time. I repeatedly asked myself how 
we are making a difference.  As an engineer, I like to analyse 
things and, on a subjective basis, I scored each school I saw, 
and looked to see how it relates to when Starfish started to 
provide support.  Positively, in most cases, there was a good 
correlation between the condition of the school and how 
long it had been supported. It reinforces the excellent work 
of project leaders, teachers, Anser and Kashi, as well as the 
amazing support and prayers of many people over the years.  
This does not mean we can stop. Many of the challenges 
which were there 20 years ago still remain.  Generational 
change takes a generation or two to happen.

“I went away with 

mixed feelings...”
Ambrose School 
Ambrose School was the first Starfish 
school I visited and I went away with 
mixed feelings.  It was started and run by 
a young pastor, Asif.  It is at the beginning 
of the partnership with Starfish Asia, and 
so far we have just helped upgrade the 
building, provided books and furniture.

There is still a long way to go and much to be done to improve 
the school: there was no drinking water, no water connected to 
the new sink, the classrooms were dark. They just need to put a 
light bulb into the socket, though this only solves the problem 
when there is electricity, as for much of the time there are 
power cuts. Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) is desperately 
needed to enable the children to be taught all the time.

I saw similar needs in many of the schools we visited – UPS, 
toilets, water, chairs.  Part of teaching requires having the right 
environment where the children can be taught.

Positively, Asif and his teachers gave me hope.  One of the 
teachers called Stephen has a degree and is working as a 
seminary student at a church. He was teaching here as part of 
his mission and was getting paid £25 a month.  His dedication 
and commitment were clear to see.

The Right Way School
An hour after we left, my mood was lifted when we visited the 
Right Way School, run by Naseeb Hameed where we saw a 
“happy” school, which was clearly being transformed since 
Starfish Asia started supporting this school in 2015. 

See the video on our Facebook site:
https://www.facebook.com/starfishasia
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       Tell us you care!
□   Yes, tell me more about schools and communities that 
        need my help.  Send me more information.
□    I enclose a gift of  £ / $                             for Starfish Asia.
Name:
Address:

                                                                                       
Postal code / Zip code                     
Email address
In UK, return the coupon to:   Freepost RRAY–KKCU–SGZC
                                             Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to:  	                       Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.O. Box 29, 	
			   Afton, VA  22920, USA  
In Singapore, contact:	 Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.			 
			   887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data 
Protection Regulations (2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website.

 www.facebook.com/starfishasia                            

giving hope to the children of Pakistan

UK donors only, Please Note:
While we guarantee that donations to specific 

projects will go in full to the nominated project, 
any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme 

will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.  

  www.starfishasia.com  

Destroy and Rebuild
Towards the end of our visit, we came to the Holy 
Shepherd School in Karachi, a school that we have been 
supporting since 2004. We were greeted by a guard of 

honour from the school scout troop, all students of the 
school.  They were an awesome looking bunch!

Later in the day Anser, Mike and I took part in a Demolition and Ground-
Breaking Ceremony for a replacement building for which we are busy raising 
funds.  The current building is in a very poor condition and has developed 
large cracks in the masonry due to poor foundations.  The school is built in an 

earthquake zone and has been assessed as 
uneconomic to repair.

(Duncan, Anser and Mike break the ground)

Holy Shepherd 
Rebuilding

The 600 students are now 
moving out and classes will 

meet elsewhere.  In December 
the present building will be 

demolished. Early in the New 
Year Zor Engineers, a local 

Christian construction 
company, will begin to prepare 
the foundations and, over the 

coming year, a new school 
building will rise. We will keep 

you informed.

Joy to the World!

The family of the CGA Home for Young People 
with Special Needs gather to worship the 

new-born King.

Agape Home, Lahore
“I noticed this poster in the Agape Home, which 
summed up the place for me. God was clearly 
at work here.  The school provides support 
for young people with special needs, a group 
which is sadly undervalued in society.  Around 
25  attend the 
school each 
day and they 
get love, care 
and education 
— and a real 
sense of value 
and belonging.”

Sheeza Shahzad scored more than 90% marks 
in her Matric exams this year. She came to the 
Starfish Pakistan Award programme in Lahore 
to receive her award and cash prize.  

She said: "When I was in my primary class my 
school (Dar-ul Hikmat, RDC) was struggling 
financially. It was Starfish Asia that rescued my 
school 10 years ago. I have no words to say 
thanks to Starfish.  If my school had not been 
rescued,  I would have not been able to reach 
this stage."

“Thank you, Starfish!”


