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Tomorrow starts today

We passed the sign painted on the wall of a school in
central Punjab. It points to the heart of our mission:
Tomorrow’s Pakistan is in school today, though sadly
millions are not. Many others are in school but will drop
out before they have learned very much. No wonder
people speak of Pakistan’s education crisis.

This month we focus on the opportunities we face with
many poor schools to provide a better future for their
students. Some of these schools do not even have four
walls, but they still contain tomorrow’s Pakistan.
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In Pakistan’s capital city:

Four walls with the future inside

On the outskirts of Islamabad, there lives acommunity of Christians in a suburban slum called
Rimsha Colony. It has few modern amenities but is home to several hundred poor Christian
labourers and domestic workers. Many of its residents were relocated from another area
after Rimsha Masih, a local teenager, was accused of blasphemy in 2012. In 2018 a group
of British parliamentarians visited the colony. Jim Shannon, a Member of Parliament from
Northern Ireland, was deeply moved by the plight of the Christians in Rimsha Colony. We met
Jim in October and promised to visit them to see what we could do to help.

We (Anser and Mike) visited Rimsha Colony
in February. We wanted to connect with any-
one we could work with to support Christian
education in this neglected community. With
few contacts to guide us, we went door to
door looking for Christian schools. There were
many small churches, but, so it seemed, no
school where children could study with the
security of Christian values.

That was until an old man (above) came up to us,
hugged us and told us to go through a nearby
door. We did. Inside were 11 children on the
ground with books — a school! It was a “God
moment". His daughter, Mrs Sweeta, is a teacher,
a graduate and “passionate for education” She
had tried to contact us but we never received
her letters. She is eager to work with us to open
a school for the Christians of Rimsha Colony.

We know we can’t help everyone, but it makes a big difference to those we can help.

Anser and Kashi (Starfish Pakistan directors) and their
staff continue to visit schools contacted through our 2016
Christian Schools Survey. In January they toured Gujranwala,
Sheikhupura and Faisalabad and made promises of help to
5 Christian schools. They reported: “Our visit was so exciting
and encouraging. We found many possibilities to help needy
schools. We saw so many opportunities to bless the heroes
and heroines of the community.” Below is Anser’s report:

In February, Mike (Starfish Asia UK director) spent a month
in Pakistan, visiting many schools and other partner projects,
together with Anser and Kashi. Apart from 23 schools that we
already support regularly, we also visited several (like Rimsha
Colony) that we hope to support soon — or to which we
have promised some help in the form of furniture, toilets and
clean water, text books and the Bible Curriculum.

Aims Public School, Gujranwala The Cathedral School, Gujranwala

The Cathedral School runs under the Church of Pakistan, with
more than 300 children, mostly Christian. They receive no
support from the Diocese and struggle to run a proper school.
Qualified teachers receive salaries of less than £60/ $80 a month.

We promised to provide funds to renovate their toilets.

Harvest Model School, Salim Colony, Faisalabad

a small house with two Rafia Nazir started this \

rooms and a veranda, for school when she left her 3
around 80 children up to class 5. Their total income is £110 @ parketing job. Her husband

Roopa and her husband
Sajid ran a Sunday school, |
which then became a |
school for Christians. They
travel 10 kilometres every |
day by motorbike to come "}
to the school. They have 3'

month from which they pay the rent, salaries and utility bills. worked  with  Campus
We promised 100 Chairs, renovation of the school and Crusade for Christ. They -
toilets — and text books and Bible books. Sajid and Roopa both felt the need to open
are also attending our Teacher Training programme. a school for Christian |

children. We sent them our
teachers’ magazine and
invited them to attend the Teachers'Training in Murree last year,
but they did not come. They have more than 90 children up
to class 5 with five teachers and use their own school building.
The building needs repair and they also need chairs for the
children.

St. Martin School, Martinpur

Pastor Nauman goes out at &5
5 each morning to call chil-
dren to attend his church.
He teaches them songs and
Bible verses. Nauman’s wife F
works in a school and earns |
£28 ($37) monthly salary, & =
which they use to pay the f;s"
two teachers in St. Martin ~
School. They have 50 children and two teachers.

We promised 100 chairs and renovation of the school
building. We will also provide Bible Curriculum books.

LATE NEWS: “Mrs Sweeta in Rimsha Colony says she is
looking for a house to rent for her school
and will let me know in few days time.”

We promised 70 chairs and renovation of their classrooms.



Inspired teachers
Planning together

Two years ago Kashi called the primary class teachers from three schools to plan together
for the curriculum for the coming year. “Our aim was to work with our teachers on a
centralised curriculum. It was a good experience so we added two more schools in 2018."

Pakistan’s new school year begins now, so at the beginning of
March Kashi again called the primary school teachers to meet
together. This year teachers came from 14 schools supported
by Starfish Asia. 45 teachers spent a day working through their
plans for teaching in the coming academic year.

“Today is a day to report on achievements, identify problems and
find solutions. All these schools are now working together, using
the same books and curriculum, planning with collaboration,
helping and mentoring each other.” (Kashi)

“We were just running
“This programme makes life easy for the without any goal. But now
teacher and children too. In our school we have a clear vision and
class 1 and 2 got 94 and 95%.” direction to follow.”

Pervez: Kingdom of Heaven School Imran: Marjorie School of
Hope

“This programme
is so helpful to
achieve goals in a
“Starfish not only helped us financially | Veryeasyway.”
but also helped to improve the quality Sam:

of education through this programme | Zeenat School
and teachers’ training.”

Tamseel: Miss;j
Amna Zafar: Amazing Grace School sion School

“Iwas a little flower in the
garden of Starfish and you
hfelped meto grow in the right
direction. Now every day |
help other little flowers to
flourish with my teaching.”

Enthusiastic students

There’'s more to school than
books and exams

13th December: End of term, ready for the Christmas break! Nine enthusiastic teams
— 6 boys’ and 3 girls’ teams, all from Starfish-supported schools, meeting for a day
of cricket on the St.Anthony’s excellent cricket pitch. Excitement ran high.

No losers — only winners!
The Inter-schools tournament was inaugurated
by a good friend, the Principal of St. Anthony’s
School, Lahore, who welcomed the teams and
ensured that they all had a great day in his
school. The teams came from six schools — all
supported by Starfish Asia.

There were no eal losers on this day. Everyone
won applause and had a good time. The Boys’
cup went to Ghauri Wisdom High School who
beat the Kingdom of Heaven in an exciting final.
The Girls’ trophy was carried by the Amazing
Grace team. There’s more to school than study! = ¥§



Laying stronger
foundations

Our Bible Curriculum books,
now being used by more than
100 schools, are giving a strong
spiritual foundation to a gener-
ation of Christian children. But &

what have we done to help the teaches7 | o R_EStori ng ha rmOny

In February Starfish Pakistan launched a new programme to give teachers
the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of the Bible.
This is a partnership between Starfish Pakistan and the Lahore-based Open
Theological Seminary (OTS — see https://ots-trust.org).

The Holy Shepherd School is situated in a
mixed community on the northern edge
of Karachi. Christians migrating from the
north settled amidst a strongly Muslim
community. Occasionally trouble flares up
between these communities.

OTS provides an excellent three-year Bible course, and
is allocating a trained tutor to each of 25 Starfish-
supported schools. Up to 250 teachers are given
access to weekly Bible studies. The programme is
supervised by Walter Waheed, who has studied
theology and oversees a Starfish-supported school
near Khanewal.

Never give up!
Rockey was paralysed and his limbs didnt work properly. He could not even

stand without support. In Pakistan’s harsh world there is often little care for
someone with such disabilities. Rockey was convinced that he had no future.

This happened in February. A copy of the Holy
Quran was found thrown into some dirty water.
Tensions rose, Christians were accused and the
threat of violence was very real. Schools were
closed. Happily the police took quick action,
someone admitted the fault and tensions eased.

Anser comes from this community and knows
the Muslims and Christians well. He arranged for
a meeting of Muslim and Christian leaders in the
Holy Shepherd School. The meeting was well
However, many years ago, when Anser was director attended and tensions eased as they gathered
of the Holy Shepherd School in Karachi, he met ERTYEieYoleIE1alo KN NIR Sl A LD

Rockey. “I remember encouraging and bringing s >
him to the school to study. He studied up to class 5
and left the school”

But that was not the end of the story for Rockey.
He joined the Vocational Training Centre and
became a skilled electrician. Now Rockey has got
a job in the Pakistan Navy on the disabled quota.
His message to us all: “Never give up. God has a

h future for us all”

www.facebook.com/starfishasia
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need my help. Send me more information. UK donors only, Please Note:
0 1enclose a gift of £/$__ forStarfish Asia. ETEING%@'?%E While we guarantee that donations to specific
projects will go in full to the nominated project,
Name: any tax recovered under the Gift Aid scheme
Address: will be used at the Trustees’ discretion.

Starfish Asia (UK)
Registered UK Charitable Trust No. 1099672 and CIO No.1181649
in Scotland OSCR No. SC046364

32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE

Postal code / Zip code
Email address

In UK, return the coupon to: Freepost RRAY—KKCU—-SGZC

Starfish Asia, 32 Beck Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RE (UK)

In USA, return to: Starfish Asia/Advancing Native Missions, P.0. Box 5303,
Charlottesville, VA 22905, USA

In Singapore, contact: Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
887CWoodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887

Starfish Asia will only use your personal data in accordance with the General Data
Protection Regulations (2018). Our Privacy Policy is available on our website.

Starfish Asia (USA)

Advancing Native Missions (code: 470SFA)
P.O. Box 5303, Charlottesville, VA 22905

tax exempt under section 501(c)(3)

Starfish Asia (Singapore) Ltd.
887C Woodlands Dr. 50, #12-611, Singapore 733887
Email: geraldine@starfishasia.com



